
An Urgent message for Key Worker parents from the Headteacher and Governors at 
Grangetown Primary School (updated Sunday 22nd March 2020) 
 

Even if you are a key worker, you should still keep your child at home if possible. That is the advice of 
the Government ( see https://bit.ly/33H4odU ). Every child who can be safely cared for at home 
should be, to limit the chance of the Coronavirus spreading. School closure, if done properly, will 
help to stop the spread of the virus. 
 
If possible, your partner (if applicable, and if not a key worker) should care for your child, even if that 
means they have to stay off work. School should be used only if you have absolutely no other 
childcare options. School provision is for urgent emergency childcare only. 
 
If you want to apply for what is now an ‘emergency’ school place, we will need the following 
information (see the form here): 
 
1. Your key worker status – your job title, and where you work. 
2. The name of your Line Manager at your workplace, with a contact telephone number - this is so 

we can verify your key worker status – we will do that on Monday 23rd March. 
3. The name of your partner, if applicable, and his/her occupation, with an explanation of why 

he/she can’t look after your child; 
4. If your partner is a key worker, we will need to know what their role is, and where they work. We 

will need a name and a contact number of their line manager. 
5. We will need details of your shift pattern for this week - note that we will be ringing your line 

manager to check this. We will need your shift pattern on a weekly basis. 
 
Unless you provide us with all of this information, by 9.00am on Monday 23rd March (or by email in 
advance), your child will not be admitted to school. We will be checking this information from 
8.30am onwards on Monday 23rd, at the school office. When you present the information to office 
staff, please try to observe the rules on ‘social distancing’ (a gap of 2 metres). There is a form - here - 
to complete, so that you can set out the information we require (and printed forms will be available 
at the school office). If you’d prefer to email the form, please use: keyworker@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 
 
Apologies for what you may consider our stringent approach, but we now all face a national 
emergency, and lives are at risk. School is now an ‘emergency service’, and we need to protect our 
staff and children. Limiting the numbers - to urgent and emergency cases only – will protect children 
and staff.  It is apparent that the level of risk is increasing daily, and could dramatically worsen over 
the next 2-4 weeks (if the UK follows the course of the virus in Italy). In the circumstances, our 
requests are reasonable and fair. As a school, we need to safeguard the well-being of school staff, 
and protect the children, whilst at the same time ensuring that as a school we ‘do our bit’ to support 
key critical workers, especially NHS staff. 
 
We also need to add that the provision of urgent Key Worker childcare at school is subject to the 
availability of sufficient staff. Decisions will be taken on a day to day basis, and we reserve the right 
to completely close the school, at short notice, and withdraw childcare provision, if we have 
insufficient staff to provide care and to cover all Health and Safety requirements. Again, this is in line 
with Government advice. 
 
Thankyou 
 
Mr McAnaney, Headteacher 
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