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Reading at Grangetown Primary School 
 

 
 

Introduction 
 

At Grangetown Primary School we value the importance of reading because words - 
spoken and written - are the building blocks of life. It is our belief that it is our duty to 
ensure that our pupils are given every opportunity to develop reading skills as well as a 
love of reading and an appreciation of reading for pleasure.  
 
Pre- Reading Skills  
  
Early reading begins with giving children the opportunity to access, explore and talk about 
books. Through early exposure to picture books children develop curiosity and enjoyment 
through exploring and talking about the illustrations, enjoying stories and being introduced 
to the characters. 
 
At this stage adults play an important role in the reading process, modelling holding the 
book the correct way up and turning the pages correctly. Adult interactions with children at 
this stage are important, asking questions and talking about what can be seen. Children 
then begin to develop story language and can begin to use the pictures to tell the story in 
their own words, through discussion and through role play and so on. 
   
Initially Reception children take home Oxford Reading Tree picture books; this develops 
their language and also their understanding of the structure of stories. Through careful 
questioning children’s understanding can be assessed (parents receive a helpful ‘Reading 
with your Child’ card to support at home with reading) 
 
Phonics sessions start as early as Nursery where children begin at Phase 1 of the phonics 
program.  Phase 1 of Letters and Sounds concentrates on developing children's speaking 
and listening skills and lays the foundations for the phonic work which starts in Phase 2. 
The emphasis during Phase 1 is to get children attuned to the sounds around them and 
ready to begin developing oral blending and segmenting skills, which are essential for 
reading. 
 
Early Reading 
 
Phonics teaching is key to the teaching of early reading at Grangetown. Our approach to 
phonics is to teach Systematic Synthetic Phonics through the Letters and Sounds scheme. 
We teach phonics with the expectation that most of our pupils will be fluent readers by the 
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end of Key Stage One (Year 2). Not only will the children know all of the phonic sounds 
and blends, they will also be secure in their word recognition skills, and they will have 
strong comprehension skills. Any children who need further help with any of these aspects 
of reading, at any point – including in year 3 and beyond – will receive further intervention 
from their teachers and teaching assistants. 
 
Phonics teaching begins in Nursery with the teaching of Phase One (Letters and Sounds) 
phonics which centres on children being able to recognise the sounds that they can hear 
around them – then we move on to teaching the relationship between letters and sounds. 
In Reception the children will move onto Phase 2 of Letters and Sounds, during which 
children are taught different sounds each week. We also use ‘Jolly Phonics’ to supplement 
the early stages of Letters and Sounds – this adds engagement and enjoyment via songs, 
rhymes and actions to help remember the new sounds taught. We then expect children to 
move in Key Stage One through the Phonic phases so that they will be able to move onto 
the Support for Spelling scheme at the end of year 2 and throughout Key Stage Two.  
 
Phonics check 
 

The children in year 1 will be expected to undertake the phonics screening check at the 
end of the year - a short, light-touch assessment to confirm whether individual pupils have 
fully grasped phonic decoding to an appropriate standard. We are confident in our 
teaching of phonics and will not put our children under pressure when they are preparing 
for the check. We will use the check as an assessment tool to identify any children who will 
require further support to improve their reading skills. Those children will be given extra 
support and will then be able to retake the check at the end of year 2.  
 
Reading Schemes in FS, KS1 and KS2 
 

In Foundation Stage and Key Stage One we have a range of books from the Bug Club, 
Floppy's Phonics, Comics for Phonics and Oxford Reading Tree schemes. These are the 
books that are taken home to read. The Oxford Reading Tree books continue into Lower 
Key Stage 2 and then children move onto reading books from the Tree Tops scheme.  
 
eBooks 
 
We have over two hundred eBooks which the pupils can access in schools using our 
computers and iPads. These books are from the Bug Club scheme and link to the books 
that we use in school. 
 

Guided Reading 
 
We use a range of books for Guided Reading, many of which are part of established 
reading schemes. Our guided reading schemes are Bug Club in Key Stage 1 and Literacy 
World in KS2. At the time of writing, we are in the process of investing in Bug Club at Key 
Stage 2 too. Our guided reading schemes are made up of a series of highly engaging and 
interesting books which we know fire up our children's imaginations and love of reading.  
 
1:1 Reading 
 

Our pupils also read with adults on a 1:1 basis – the frequency of this is based upon their 
needs. Teachers and TAs read 1:1 with children, obviously, and we also have several 
parent reading volunteers. We have provided high-quality training for oir parentvoplunteers 
and this has been veery successful – indeed recently two of our reading volunteers gained 
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TA roles within school, and they are continuing to make a valued contribution to our 
reading support programme. 
 
Reading for pleasure  
 

We believe that actively encouraging reading for pleasure is a core part of our curriculum. 
We do this through many different strategies, for example, immersing children in a wide 
range of exciting and relevant books to capture their interests, giving children lots of 
opportunities to read a book of their choice; this could be done through accessing the 
library or their class reading area. In EYFS and KS1 we also have a set of ‘core’ books 
(which suit the reading level of each year group), these books are read to the children 
during our daily story time. In KS2 we also subscribe to ‘First News’, a newspaper for 
young people, opening their minds to the issues of today, informing, entertaining and 
stimulating them to take an active interest in the world around them. We also plan exciting 
activities to celebrate world book day, for example, sharing favourite books through peer 
reading, dressing up as a favourite book character and inviting local authors into school. 
 
Home-School Links  
 

As part of our home-school links we encourage children to read little and often. We use 
our ‘Reading Reward Band’ initiative as an incentive to read at home. These are similar to 
Karate belts where children are awarded a colourful silicone wrist band when they read a 
certain number of times at home. Children are also regularly encouraged to take home a 
school library book to share with someone.  
 
Supporting Children with SEN 
 

For some children, additional support is required in developing reading skills.  There are a 
number of approaches in school which we use to further develop these skills through a 
combination of sight vocabulary and phonics.  This includes Recovery and the Better 
Reading Partnership. We also use a computer based program called Lexia, which 
individual children can work through at their own pace, supported by an adult.  Our 
Teaching Assistants are also experienced in leading ‘Precision Teaching’ sessions which 
focus on the acquisition of individual high frequency words through repetition and practise.  
 
Reading Recovery and Better Reading Partnership 
 

From September 2014, we are using part of our Pupil Premium funding to provide Reading 
Recovery, a well-established, proven intervention scheme for children with reading 
difficulties. The programme provides daily half-hour sessions with a trained Reading 
Recovery teacher for six-year-olds who are working below their peers. Alongside Reading 
Recovery our classroom assistants provide a ‘light-touch’ reading intervention called The 
Better Reading Partnership (also known as Boosting Reading Potential).   
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Statement produced by Vicky Hough (Literacy Coordinator) in consultation with the 
School Leadership Team, October 2014. 
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