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‘Rainforest Calling’ is a fantastic Twinkl Originals story written for key stage 2. It is 
perfectly suited to support a rainforest theme or topic, with many curriculum links 
and teaching points featured within the engaging plot. It is recommended to use as 
a whole class reading text or for guided reading; it is ideally suited to years 3 and 
4. A collection of resources are also provided to support teaching of the story.

Story Overview
The story is told from the perspective of two, very different narrators. Part of the text is 
written in the form of a journal by Daisy, a young girl who is completing a project at school 
by observing the rainforest layers through live webcams. Her journal entries are interspersed with narration 
from Pedro, a potoo, who talks directly to the webcams.

For additional ease of combining learning about the rainforest with reading sessions, Daisy’s journal entries 
are written on different days and are each linked to a layer of the rainforest: the emergent layer, the canopy, 
the understorey and the forest floor. 

The whole story is beautifully illustrated, too, which will provide added engagement for readers. 

Themes
The main theme of ‘Rainforest Calling’ focuses on our environment and, in particular, the rainforest. It links 
specifically to endangered animals and the destruction of habitats, and could also be used to support the 
teaching of global warming, sustainability, recycling and energy. The text also has themes of ‘friendship’, 
‘courage’ and ‘caring’.

Additional Resources
Additional resources are available to download which support teaching of the text, including a guided reading 
presentation with discussion prompts, vocabulary cards and a glossary. A reading comprehension activity is 
also available with a set of differentiated questions to go with an extract from the text. 

Display resources are available to link with the story or a general rainforest theme.

Several activities relating to characters, setting and plot provide teaching opportunities to cover many 
reading and writing objectives. Some activities could even be used in a cross-curricular way as they include 
themed learning opportunities, ideal for a rainforest topic.

Sensitive Issues
Teachers may wish to be aware in advance of some of the following 
background information:

• Webcams are referenced throughout the text as the use of 
webcams and a computer are needed for Daisy to view the live 
activity in the rainforest. All webcam activity is conducted within 
school and Daisy is never visible on the webcam herself; she is 
just ‘looking in’ on the rainforest. Additional discussions about 
Internet safety may be beneficial for readers.
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• Daisy is accompanied occasionally by a friend, but throughout 
the story she is trusted to use the computer and the rainforest          
cameras without adult supervision.

• The work of illegal loggers is referred to as the cause of                   
destruction in the rainforest; the children discuss calling the police 
or dialling 999 but rule it out because the events are happening 
in Brazil. Instead, the children tell their teacher, who is able to               
notify the appropriate authority. Again, this is a great opportunity 
to discuss Internet safety.

• Daisy discovers that the animals are in danger and we hear                 
directly from the perspective of the endangered animals.

• The animals describe hearing and seeing the forest being torn 
down and, at times, they are directly in danger themselves.

• Some readers may be distressed by the description of the                 
aftermath of the logging. The forest is damaged and, while the 
animals themselves are safe, some of their home is destroyed.

Chapter Summary 
Monday 24th March (The Emergent Layer)
Daisy’s Journal: 9:50 a.m. / 10:41 a.m. / 12:41 p.m. / 12:52 p.m. 
Through her first four journal entries, Daisy explains that she has volunteered to spend some time each 
day for a week looking at a live webcam feed from the Amazon rainforest. She will be making notes and 
observations in her journal, including lots of relevant rainforest facts and information. The separate days and 
entries will be divided into the four layers of the rainforest.

While in the emergent layer, Daisy describes the size of the trees and begins to understand how vast the 
rainforest is. She draws a helpful doodle of the water cycle and lists some of the birds and creatures that she 
has seen. At the end of Monday’s final journal entry, she reports that she saw a potoo. She shares some of 
her own research with the reader and explains a little about the potoo bird. 

EMERGENT_CAM_01 MON_24/3_12:59PM
The webcam entry is narrated in the first person by Pedro, a potoo who is curious about the webcam with the 
flashing red light. He speaks to his fellow rainforest inhabitant, Rodrigo the macaw, and speaks directly to the 
camera, who he has named ‘one-eye’. He also introduces ‘C.A.R.E.’ (Creatures Against Rainforest Evacuation) 
as it becomes apparent that sections of the forest are being destroyed.

Tuesday 25th March (The Canopy)
Daisy’s Journal: 10:32 a.m. / 12:23 p.m. / 12:46 p.m. 
Daisy focuses on the canopy layer, looking at both the vegetation and her checklist of animals. She 
introduces the concept of illegal logging and begins to see and hear Pedro (although she can’t understand 
his communication).

CANOPY_CAM_02 TUE_25/3_12:54PM 
Pedro continues to address the webcam, ‘one-eye’, directly as if it is a living creature. He introduces more of 
the animals that live in the canopy layer, including Tolle the sloth, and reveals more information about the 
habitat. Eventually, he spots that his favourite tree – along with many others – has been felled. 
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Wednesday 26th March (The Understorey)
Daisy’s Journal: 8:19 a.m. 
Daisy begins her observations of the understorey early in the day while trying to search for the potoo - 
she is starting to think she keeps on seeing the same bird… Daisy’s friend Millie joins her here and the pair 
explore the changing environment in the understorey.

UNDERSTOREY_CAM_03 WED_26/3_12:17PM 
Pedro introduces ‘one-eye’ to Winfrey, an emerald tree boa, who tries to convince him to leave the area 
because it is being destroyed. Pedro remains defiant and believes that the forest could still be saved.

12:31 p.m. 
Daisy and Millie spot Pedro again, distinguishing him by a heart-shaped marking on his chest. They speculate 
that the bird is actually watching them as much as they are watching him.

UNDERSTOREY_CAM_03 WED_26/3_12:35PM
Pedro tries to help ‘one-eye’ understand the danger that they are in by showing it some of the devastation 
that the ‘chop-choppers’ left behind. Pedro and Winfrey hear the sound of more trees falling and plead for help.

12:40 p.m. / 12:46 p.m. 
Daisy and Millie are alerted by the flapping of Pedro’s wing in the direction of the trees being felled. Again, 
they get the strong feeling that the potoo is trying to communicate with them. Just as they begin to 
understand what Pedro has been trying to tell them, Mrs Curtis tells the girls that it is time for them to get 
back to the classroom.

Thursday 27th March (The Forest Floor)
F-FLOOR_CAM_04 THU_27/3_08:03AM 
Pedro introduces ‘one-eye’ to Alice, an agouti who lives on the forest floor, but fears that the webcam has not 
followed him to the new layer because its red light is not on. They hear the return of the loggers’ machinery. 

Daisy’s Journal: 8:12 a.m.
Daisy is now convinced that Pedro is watching and communicating with them via the webcam. Pedro moves 
the camera and points Daisy and Millie in the direction of the loggers chopping down the trees. They realise 
that Pedro is asking for their help.

F-FLOOR_CAM_04 THU_27/3_08:15AM 
As the loggers continue to approach, Pedro is frightened but determined 
to stop the ‘tree-stealers’. He hatches a plan involving the hard shells of 
Alice’s Brazil nuts.

8:55 a.m.   
The girls shout in vain at the webcam to stop the loggers as Pedro begins 
dropping Brazil nuts on them and flapping around their feet. The men 
kick out at the bird. Daisy and Millie record the events on the screen. 
Desperately, they start moving the webcam from side to side while they 
zoom the lens in and out. The sound and movement catches the attention 
of the loggers who stop what they’re doing.

Finally, the girls report the events to their teacher.
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Friday 28th March (Forest Floor/Understorey/Canopy)
Daisy’s Journal: 8:30 a.m. / 11:07 a.m. 
With help from their teacher, Mrs Curtis, the girls send an email to the conservation charity who campaign to 
prevent illegal logging, attaching a copy of their webcam video as evidence. The charity praises their efforts 
as it is revealed that the men caught on camera were illegal loggers. The Brazilian authorities are alerted and 
rush in to catch them. 

When word spreads that the girls helped to save the rainforest, they are called up to the front of the 
school assembly and praised as heroes. As a reward, Daisy is allowed to spend some more time looking at 
the webcam. She searches for Pedro but is instead alarmed to see how much of the rainforest had been 
destroyed before they could step in.

CANOPY_CAM_02 FRI_28/3_11:46AM 
A happy Pedro speaks to the webcam with no chopping going on in the background. He thanks the girls on 
behalf of all the animals. To show his gratitude, he shows the webcam a beautiful new orchid.

11:51 a.m.
Millie and Daisy log on to the webcam for the final time and spot Pedro with the orchid in his beak, brighter 
and more colourful than any other orchid that they can find anywhere. Daisy finishes her diary with her own 
tips on how to help the rainforest.
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