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Frequently Asked Questions: Proposed wider opening of GPS, to Yr 6, from 22nd June. 
 
 

School continues to be closed for my child because they are not in Year 6. How can I best 
support them?  
 

For most children, the beginning of the summer term marks their third half term away from full time 
education. We share your concerns regarding the amount of learning time your child has now missed 
in school and I want to thank you for the support you have given your child with their home learning 
during this challenging period. The happiness and wellbeing of your child continues to be the most 
important thing for you to focus on during this time away from school however we would also 
encourage all parents to support their child in completing the home learning tasks set by their class 
teacher - they have been carefully planned to recap on key skills covered this year and any work your 
child is able to complete now will really help them when they return to school. 
 

 

My child is in Year 6. Do they have to attend school?  
 

No. It is not compulsory that any child attends school at this time. The Government have made this 
clear, and Sunderland Council have also made it clear that parents have the right to not send their 
child to school. It is your choice. You must do what you feel is right for your child and for your family 
circumstances. We will respect and support whichever decision you make, and we will answer any 
questions you may have to support you in this. 
 
 

Year 6: If I choose to keep my child at home, will the Learning Packs and online activities 
continue? 
Yes. The Learning Packs will be available every 3 weeks, and the online activities will be maintained. 
The class email account, and all of the online apps, will continue to be available. 
 
 

 

All other yeargroups: Will the Learning Packs and online activities continue to be available for 
all other childen 
Yes. The Learning Packs will be available every 3 weeks, and the online activities will be maintained. 
The various learning platforms (Tapestry, Seesaw) and apps will continue to be available. Parents can 
communicate with teachers using the class email accounts, Tapestry (Early Years) and Seesaw 
(years 2 & 6). 
 
 

 

 

 

Will school re-open fully in September? 
We certainly hope so. We hope that the virus will begin to fade, and that the restrictions end. Of 
course, no one knows for sure what the next few months will bring. As a school, we are keen to get 
back to normal, and we will do everything we can to reopen fully in September, if we are advised that 
it is safe to do so. 
 
 

 

 

The Government suggested that children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 could return 
to school. Why are you only opening to Year 6 pupils? 
 

The safety and wellbeing of children and staff is our priority as we plan the phased reopening of 
school. There are many reasons why we have decided not to open to Early Years and Year 1. To 
begin with, any return to school would undoubtedly be most challenging for our youngest pupils who 
need to feel supported and safe in order to grow and develop. We provide a nurturing and stimulating 
learning environment in our Early Years setting and, in normal times, children work with dedicated key 
staff whom they have built positive and stable relationships with. Unfortunately, the Government’s 
guidance for the phased reopening of primary schools means that we would be unable to guarantee 
that children will be working with a known adult, and would mean that classroom environments are 
unfamiliar and very different to the norm. 
 

In the coming weeks, classroom routines will also be significantly different to those the children are 
used to and we believe this could cause further distress for our youngest learners at an already very 
difficult time. 
 

A huge part of the early years of school relies upon staff who are safe and secure in their ability to be 
physically close to the children in order to provide appropriate care, encouragement and support. 
Unfortunately, staff would not currently be able to provide the warm interactions that we believe are 
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essential in helping children to feel supported and less anxious, due to the safety restrictions in place. 
 

Government guidelines insist that soft furnishings, many toys, materials, games and equipment must 
be removed from learning environments. Such plans would not allow us to provide a classroom space 
that supports stimulating and exciting social interaction and learning. 
 

Finally, let’s not forget that a huge part of children’s early experiences in school centre on 
opportunities for friendships to blossom and peer to peer support to be properly nurtured. Regrettably, 
social distancing and small grouping restrictions would not allow for an environment conducive to this. 
We do not believe that young children would be given the level of support and care they would require 
in normal times, let alone during this anxious and uncertain period. 
 

By contrast, our oldest pupils have established themselves at our school and have a secure network 
of close friends and peers, as well as being familiar with our wider staff team. They will understand 
and be able to act on social distancing advice; it would be unfair and quite unrealistic to expect our 
youngest children to do the same. We could therefore not guarantee their safety and wellbeing which, 
as we have said, is always our priority. 
 

  

What can my Year 6 child expect when they first return to school? 
 

The first week of our partial reopening will be very much about supporting the children’s return to 
school - sharing and understanding new routines and ensuring that children feel safe and settled after 
a long period away from their teachers and friends. The school day will be very different for children in 
the coming weeks and we will be spending a lot of time supporting children with this. 
  

Our pupils’ wellbeing and happiness is always our priority. We recognise that it has been a very long 
time since your child has been at school and it is natural that they may be anxious and find it difficult 
to separate from their parents and families. We understand that it is a particularly strange and difficult 
time for them. We will continue to be nurturing, gentle, positive, calm and offer as much reassurance 
as possible during this transition back into school. 
 

  

Year 6: Will my child return to their usual classroom with their Year 6 teacher? 
 

This depends on numbers. Some of the Year 6 pupils will continue to be taught by Miss McLoughlin 
and Miss Hunter, in their normal classrooms. However, depending on numbers, there may be a 3rd or 
even a 4th group of Year 6 children with one or more of our other Key Stage 2 teachers. 
 

Social distancing measures will of course be in place. 
 

 

Year 6: Will there be a change to the timings of the school day? 
 

Yes. Children in Year 6 will be in school on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday – but not 
Friday. We will confirm the times for the start and end of the day with Y6 parents as soon as possible 
– but these are likely to be staggered (depending on numbers). On Fridays, the school will be closed 
to all but children of key workers and for certain other eligible pupils, so that the Year 6 classrooms 
can have a thorough deep clean ready for the following week. Please note that many schools are 
operating in this way. 
 

 

Year 6: Can my child walk to & from school on their own? 
Unfortunately, at this time, this is not possible. The guidelines state that social distancing must be in 
place, and we feel that needs an adult present. So, the children will need to be brought to school, and 
collected from school, by a parent or carer. 
 

 

Year 6: Will the classroom look different? 
 

Yes. Our classrooms will look different once school has reopened to some pupils. Much of the 
furniture and many other items that may be difficult to clean will have been removed. Children will sit 
at single desks that are spaced apart. Windows and doors will be kept open to ensure better 
ventilation. Hand sanitiser will be available in the classroom & hand washing areas will be close by. 
 

Year 6: Will playtime/ lunchtimes be different? 
 

Yes. There will be regular breaks outside for all children and outdoor learning will be encouraged. 
Children will have all breaks and lunchtime with the children in their own group. 



Page 3 of 3 

 

 

Year 6: Will there be breakfast and/or after school care?  
 

No. We are unable to staff this provision at the moment. 
 

 

Will there be extra cleaning happening in school?  
 

Yes. We will follow the ‘COVID-19: Cleaning of Non-healthcare Settings’ guidance. We will ensure that 
sufficient handwashing facilities are available, and we will also provide hand sanitiser. 
 

We will regularly clean surfaces that pupils are touching, such as books, desks, stationary, chairs, 
doors, sinks, toilets and light switches. 
 

We will ensure that all adults and children are frequently washing their hands with soap and water for 
20 seconds and that hands are dried thoroughly. Children and staff in school will clean their hands on 
arrival at school, before and after eating, and after sneezing or coughing. They will be encouraged not 
to touch their mouth, eyes and nose and use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for 
tissue waste (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’). 
 

Where possible, all spaces will be well ventilated using natural ventilation (opening windows). We will 
prop doors open, where safe to do so (bearing in mind fire safety and safeguarding), to limit use of 
door handles and aid ventilation. 
 

 

Year 6: What happens if someone in the group is ill? 
 

If anyone in a group shows signs of COVID 19 then they will be isolated and sent home immediately. 
Their temperate may be taken. They must self-isolate and get a test. Only when the result of this test 
shows they do not have the infection they can return to school. If the test is positive, then the whole 
group (including staff) will be informed and must also self-isolate for 14 days. 
 

  

Year 6: Does my child need to wear school uniform?  
 

No. At this time children are free to wear their own choice of clothes. They should wear fresh, clean 
clothes every day. 
 

 

Year 6: Can I change my mind about returning to school? 
 

 If you inform us that you would rather wait and continue with home learning you need to keep to 
that decision for at least full week. 

 If you change your mind and would like a school place then we need to know by Wednesday at the 
latest for your child to start the following Monday to enable staffing organisation and your child’s 
personal work station to be set up. 

 You should not send your child to school on any given day, unless you have previously 
arranged the placement with school. This is not a ‘drop in’ service. 

 

 

Year 6: Are parents allowed into school? 
 

No. To ensure we keep the risk of spreading the virus to a minimum, no visitors will be allowed into 
the school without prior arrangement. Only essential communication with staff can happen from a 2 
metre distance. Other messages should be communicated with school via telephone (0191 5140101) 
or email ( office@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk ). In order to limit the number of parents at the drop-
off/pick-up area at any one time, we are asking for only one parent/carer to drop off or collect children. 
We will be clarifying drop off and pick up arrangements with Y6 families very soon (we need to see 
what the numbers are first). 
 
 

Year 6: How can I contact school? 
 

It is essential that no adult visits the school office without prior appointment. We are able to take 
phone calls (0191 514 0101) in the office between 9.00am to 3.00pm. If you have a matter that you 
wish to discuss outside of these hours, please contact school via email, using the following address: 
office@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk and someone will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 

 


