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nd

 June 2020 
 
 
Please note that this letter was emailed to all GPS families, on Tuesday 2

nd
 

June. 
 
 
 
Dear GPS Parents & Carers 

 

COVID 19 

 

We hope you are keeping well.  

 

We will be writing to you later this week, with an update. However, the               

information attached, from the national press yesterday, does seem highly       

relevant to our situation here in the North East, and is well worth reading. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mr McAnaney (Headteacher) 

Mrs Russell (Deputy Headteacher) 

and  the Grangetown Staff Team.  



Far too soon to ease lockdown in north-east England… 

Article in national press, Monday 1st June 

 

The north-east has the highest per-capita infection rate of any region in the UK. Of the 10 

worst-affected local authorities, the top four are all in the north-east: Sunderland, 

Gateshead, South Tyneside and Middlesbrough. 

 

The region’s current R value – the number of people an infected person will on average 

infect – is the highest in the UK, at 0.8, double the rate in London, according to analysis by 

Cambridge University scientists working with Public Health England. If the R value reaches 

1, it means the virus is spreading. 

 

In Sunderland, which has the highest infection rate in the country, the city council leader, 

Graeme Miller, said the council was still urging residents to “stay at home” – the 

government’s original message – and not encouraging people to meet with others. He said 

the lockdown had been “forgotten” at the weekend and that the city had been “full of 

people not socially distancing”. 

 

“To open schools up, when we can’t guarantee safety and when you’ve now got the ability 

to meet in groups of six, is terribly reckless,” Miller said, adding that he accepted the need 

to get the economy back on its feet but that “the way they’re doing it at the moment is 

terribly dangerous”. 

 

In South Tyneside, only one of 54 primary schools reopened its doors to more pupils on 

Monday. Most of the region’s local authorities have advised primary schools not to open 

before next Monday. Iain Malcolm, the leader of South Tyneside council, said he would 

prefer schools not to reopen until September owing to concerns over safety and potential 

second spike in cases. Malcolm said the relaxation of the measures had come too soon for 

the north-east and that councils could take action collectively to impose some form of local 

lockdown if there was an increase in infections. “You’re gambling with people’s health here 

and there’s going to be a health consequence. I really fear that people are going to die 

because there’s going to be a spike here if we’re not careful,” he said. 

 

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/01/far-too-soon-to-ease-lockdown-in-

north-east-england-leaders-warn 
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