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Friday 22nd May 2020 
 

Dear Grangetown Parents/Carers 
 

As you know, on Monday this week we asked all GPS parents/carers for your views on the           
government’s proposals for a ‘wider opening’ of schools to years N, R, 1 & 6 on 1

st
 June. This is a 

major decision, and we firmly believe that GPS families should have a voice. 
 

You may have seen the official statement from Sunderland Council on Wednesday. It included     
confirmation that: 
 “The health of children, parents and school staff must be our first and only priority… residents 

should not feel obliged to send their children back to school.” 
 “Many parents are rightly concerned that the reopening of schools is premature at this time. We 

disagree with the Government’s move to open schools further – it would seem to be a decision 
taken based on London’s figures – where the R (reproduction) rate is significantly lower than here 
in the North East.” 

 “Our stance is clear, we cannot expect teachers – or children – to be in a school environment in 
Sunderland unless they know that it is safe for them, and there are serious question marks about 
that presently, based on the localised health picture in the North East.”  

 “It is for schools, in consultation with their governing bodies, to make the decision of  whether to  
re-open.” 

 

The full Statement from the Leader of Sunderland Council is attached to this letter, and is also online 
- here: https://bit.ly/2XhLG9J  
 

Our Consultation with Grangetown Parents & Carers 
 We received a huge response – over a hundred replies in just one day!  
 98.5% of GPS parents & carers said they would be keeping keep their children at home for now, 

until it is deemed safe to for a wider opening of schools - including a significant reduction in the R 
number (rate of infection) in the North East. 

 Parents & carers said they were relieved that they were being consulted. They articulated their 
feelings, views and intentions with great clarity. 

 Parents & carers felt concerned at the measures that would have to be put in place if schools    
open more widely, and felt that these could create a very unnatural, unfamiliar and possibly        
upsetting environment for children (and we only have to look at these web links, for example, to 
understand the concerns: https://bit.ly/3eawUbI and https://bit.ly/3cSzCSP ). 

 

In their Consultation responses, GPS parents & carers thanked our teachers & support staff for the 
fantastic work they are doing with learning packs and with online learning. Our class teachers have 
read your responses, and were overwhelmed at your lovely kind words – they said they felt so     
emotional reading your caring and thoughtful words of support.              
                      continues... 

https://bit.ly/2XhLG9J
https://bit.ly/3eawUbI
https://bit.ly/3cSzCSP


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The responses from parents and carers, in our Consultation, were central to our decision. 
However, as well as consulting widely, we have also carried out detailed Risk Assessments - 
these lead us to the conclusion that it is not safe to reopen school while the ‘R’ rate is so high, 
and taking into account other factors such as issues around the so-called ‘social distancing’, 
and the logistical issues around the availability of classroom spaces and staffing. 
 

Our teachers and support staff are of course looking forward to a return to normality, and are 
eager to get back into their classrooms to teach and care for all of the children again. 
However, all of us at Grangetown feel that this should happen only when it is completely safe 
for everyone – safe for GPS children, safe for GPS families, and safe for GPS staff. 
 

For now, our staff will continue to provide learning packs, and online learning. Teachers can 
be contacted using the class email addresses. School can be contacted via the school office, 
and by email (office@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk) - all GPS contact details are below.  
 

Please note that we will keep this decision under ongoing review. We will keep a close eye on 
the medical advice, and we will also consult with parents & carers. We will continue to provide 
childcare for the children of key workers & for vulnerable children. 
 

Once again, thankyou for your thoughtful and supportive responses to our consultation. We 
will keep you fully in touch with all further developments. 
 

Please could we emphasise that our main concerns are for the safety & well-being of 
your child and your family, and for the safety and well-being of staff. We are certain 
that our decision is the right one, because it keeps GPS children and staff safe! 
 

Best wishes & Stay Safe 
 

Mr L McAnaney, Headteacher  /  Mrs L Russell – Deputy Headteacher 
Mrs S Thomson, Chair of Governors. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR GPS 

Main contact details: office@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk     Tel: 0191 514 0101 

Our ‘Virtual School’ – GPVS: https://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/GPVS-Online-Home-Learning/index.asp 

Queries regarding Key Worker Childcare:  keyworker@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 
Queries regarding Free School Meals:  fsm@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 
General queries about Home Learning:  homelearning@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk  

Class emails for specific queries related to Home Learning including Learning Packs and online 

activities, and as a way to share work with teachers – these email accounts are overseen by Admin staff, but 
messages are relayed to class teachers promptly and are answered promptly: 
 

2yearolds@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk nursery@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk receptionhc@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

receptionkb@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk year1@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk year2dc@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

year2nr@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk year3@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk year34@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

year4@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk year5@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk year6am@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

year6sh@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk   
 

 

Tapestry & Seesaw 
Please note that all of our Early Years classes (2 yr olds, Nursery, Reception) are using Tapestry, and Years 2 & 6 
are using Seesaw, to communicate with parents and as a means of organising some learning activities – log-on 
details have been provided for parents/carers. 
 

Our Decision 
 

We have considered your views very carefully indeed, and we can now confirm that 
we have taken the decision NOT to open the school ‘more widely’ on 1st June. This 
decision has been made by Mr McAnaney (Headteacher), Mrs Russell (Deputy 
Headteacher) and Mrs Thomson (Chair of Governors). All of our staff and governors 
have been consulted, and they support this decision. 
 

https://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/GPVS-Online-Home-Learning/index.asp


Statement from     

Sunderland Council 

Wednesday 20th May 
 

“The health of children, parents and 
school staff must be our first and  
only priority”. 
 

“Residents should not feel obliged to 
send their children back to school, 
after widespread concern about the  
Government’s plans to ask schools 
to reopen – to certain age groups – 
from June 1 as it is for schools, in 
consultation with their governing 
bodies, to make that decision”. 
 

“Stay at home, stay safe & save 
lives”. 
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