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Well Done Year 6! 
 

Mr McAnaney writes: 
We are all so proud of the way that year 6 handled 

the ‘SATs experience’! They showed great determination 
and perseverance, and they stayed calm and focused. 
They worked very hard and they did their best. We’d like 
to say a big ‘well done’ to every year 6 child – have a 
fabulous final half-term at Grangetown. As Headteacher, 
I’d also like say a very special thankyou to our staff – Mrs 
Millican, as ever, has led year 6 with great enthusiasm 
and expertise, motivating the children with her magical 
lessons. Mrs Napier has supported year 6 brilliantly – 
always positive and always so caring and good 
humoured. Year 6 were well supported by our other staff 
too – for example with breakfast club and with the 
support given in the lead-up to the tests. Well done 
everyone! By Mr McAnaney. 
 

Las partes del cuerpo 

 
Step by step, our children are demonstrating how good 
they are at Spanish. This month our KS2 pupils, apart 
from recapping previous vocabulary and basic 
grammar skills, have been learning parts of the face 
and started our new topic ‘Las partes del cuerpo’ 
(Parts of the body): Cabeza, hombro, rodilla, pie… 
Can you remember them? In addition we have been 
playing games, practicing the grammatical gender with 
‘Las Súper Reglas’ and if this wasn’t enough, we have  
 

 
learnt the Spanish version of the song ‘head, 
shoulders, knees and toes’ What more could you ask 
for?  The little ones have had lot of fun playing with 
colours, numbers from 10 to 20 and learning how to 
tell our names and age in Spanish through games and 
songs. What a fantastic group of artists! ‘Fenomenal 
chicos’ I am really proud of you!   ¡Hasta pronto!  
Miss Rodríguez  
 

Mr McAnaney on Tour! 

 
As you know, I spent over a week in our partner school in 
Nepal during Easter. The visit, one of thousands held 
annually (and globally) for teachers and Headteachers, 
was fully funded by The British Council. This was an 
amazing and unforgettable experience. Not only did I 
gain insights into the education system in Nepal, I also 
met a wonderful team of staff and their delightful children, 
and I was able to learn about the Nepali way of life. 
During the visit, I taught several lessons, and had lots of 
discussions with the staff at Traibidya, and we have 
planned a range of activities to be completed jointly by 
our 2 schools – this will ensure that the link gives our 
children valuable insights into the lives of their friends in 
Nepal, broadening their horizons and raising their 
awareness of a colourful and fascinating culture. 
 

Red & White Day 

 
We had two reasons for holding our recent Red & White 
Day. Firstly, to celebrate Sunderland pulling off what Gus 
Poyet called a ‘miracle’ in staying in the Premier League, 
and secondly to add to our fundraising for Nepal. 
Thankyou to all of our families for your donations on the 
day. The children enjoyed their coaching sessions with 
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the Foundation of Light, and loved meeting the official 
SAFC mascot, Samson! 
 

Fundraising for Nepal 

 
We’ve passed the £500 mark! What a fantastic effort! 
As you know, we are holding a raffle for a signed 
SAFC shirt, and we have held a non-uniform and 
we’ve sold cakes, biscuits and drinks. The aim is to 
support our partner school in Nepal, in their efforts to 
develop their outdoor play area. We felt that we should 
do this after Mr McAnaney witnessed the challenges 
that the staff in our partner school face. Nepal is a 
developing country, and as such it is fair to say that 
there is a high level of poverty. So, we’re doing our bit 
to support the hard working staff and the delightful 
children of Traibidya School. Thankyou to our families 
for your wonderful generosity. 
 

Small Steps, Giant Jumps! 

 
Children and parents in Foundation Stage had the 
opportunity to take part in an exciting family learning 
project led by Sunderland University.  The sessions 
took place weekly and both parents and children 
looked forward to getting their dancing shoes on every 
Monday afternoon!  At the beginning of the course the 
parents set goals and each week they took 
photographs to evidence their achievements. The 
children took part in a variety of sessions that 
developed their coordination, imagination as well as 
flexibility, body awareness and stamina. The sessions 
incorporated lots of Personal and Social Development 
encouraging parents and children to work 
collaboratively together and judging by the photos they 

had a fabulous time!  Thank you to all of the parents 
who showed great commitment and attended each 
week, without you we would not be able to offer these 
opportunities. By Miss Booth 
 

A day with Chris Connaughton 

 
On Monday the 17

th
 of March Chris Connaugton came 

to Grangetown to work with year 6. In the morning he 
acted out a play, which was similar to Kensukie’s 
Kingdom, but he cleverly acted two plays at the same 
time. The play was about a man who wanted to get 
home from Tokyo to see his daughter do a school play 
but he was stranded in the airport after all the flights 
were cancelled. The other play was about Robinson 
Crusoe, stranded on a desert island for 25 years. After 
play time we asked him lots of questions about himself 
and his career, then we went back to the classroom to 
write a diary entry as Robinson Crusoe after he was 
washed up on shore after a terrible storm. Then we 
had lunch. After lunch we drew a map of the desert 
island that he got stranded on. Finally we wrote a 
letter. We had to imagine we were stranded on a 
desert island and we were writing to our family, telling 
them we were safe and that we hoped to be home 
soon. By Katie Perry and Daisy Carroll (both yr 6) 
 

Easter Concert 

 
To end the Spring term Grangetown’s fantastic 
musicians wowed us with their talents in our Easter 
concert. Presented by Mrs Davies the show started 
with the violinists, the children played a variety of 
pieces and showed off their new skills. This was 
followed by the Y6 cellists playing their exam piece 
which just blew the audience away! Next up on the 
stage was the Brass and P Bone players who 
entertained us with Twinkle Twinkle Little Star and 
Movie Buster. We also had the KS1 Hedgehogs 
perform a rendition of hot cross buns on the recorder 
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to get us in the Easter mood. A BIG thank you must go 
to Mr Preston and Mrs Mapplebeck for their hard work 
this term. I would also like to thank the children for 
their commitment and of course to the parents and 
carers who support their children at home. We really 
appreciate it! By Miss Stabler. 
 

A magical day for Foundation Stage  

 
During our fabulous ‘Feathers and Furs’ topic, 
Foundation Stage visited Washington Wildfowl Park to 
learn about different species of birds. A big double 
decker bus picked us up and the journey only took us 
twenty minutes! We explored the Wildfowl Park and 
spotted Flamingos, Geese, Ducks, Swans and 
Pheasants. There were lots of noises whilst walking 
around the park- the trumpeting swans were very loud 
and we could hear them from across the park! We 
even had the chance to watch two otters being fed 
fresh fish. They looked like they enjoyed their fishy 
delight! On the journey back we were very tired and 
some of us even fell asleep. We had a fabulous day 
and learnt a great deal about birds! By Foundation 
Stage Team  
 

Teacher Appointments 
We have recently appointed 2 new 
teachers for September. We had a 
huge number of applications for the 2 
posts, and we chose a shortlist of 6 – 
they each taught a lesson, and they 
were interviewed by our School Council 
and then by our School Leadership 
Team. Laura Cummings and Sarah 
Hunter emerged as the successful 
candidates, - they are both brilliant, and 
we are sure that they will prove to be 
fantastic members of the GPS staff 
team. 

 

IncrEdibles   After School Club 

The Club will offer after school care, 
from 3.30-6.00, at competitive rates. 
We are planning to launch in 
September. The aim is to appoint 2 
staff shortly after half term. This is an 
exciting project, planned in response 
to parental need, and funded for at 

least 1 year due to the efforts of our PATHS Parents 
Group. We will write to you with further information 
very soon. 
 

Developing the GPS Curriculum 

 
We are having staff development days on Friday 23 
May and on Monday 2 June. On these days, as a staff, 
we will be working on further developing our 
curriculum. The curriculum is – in essence – 
everything we do in school: what we teach, how we 
teach it, how we enable children to learn, subject 
content, the skills involved in learning (listening, 
explaining, investigating, problem solving), life-skills 
(such as cooperation, empathy, sharing etc), trips, 
assemblies, parent workshops, family learning and so 
on. We want to ensure that our curriculum is exciting, 
relevant and highly engaging, and full of rich learning 
experiences for each and every child, every day. With 
a new National Curriculum set to start in September, 
we want to make sure that The Grangetown 
Curriculum continues to offer children the very best 
opportunities to thrive and develop. 

 
GPS 2020 Vision! 

 
We are set to launch a very special initiative: GPS 
2020 Vision. The aim is to ensure that all members of 
our school community – staff, children, parents and 
governors – have had a say in the future development 
of the school. We will all work together to produce a 
compelling and exciting blueprint for the ongoing 
development of this school, with plans stretching 
ahead to the year 2020 – that’s when our current 
Reception children become our year 6 leavers! We will 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
 

Fri 23 May. School closed - Staff Training Day 
Mon 26-Fri 30 May. Half-term break 
Mon 2 June. School closed - Staff Training Day. 
Mon 9 June. Y2 SATs week 
Mon 9 June. School Photographer in school (am) 
Mon 9 June. Year 4 Skipping Festival (am) 
Mon 9 June. Childline Assembly for Y5/6 (1.00-1.30) 
Thurs 12 & Thurs 19 June. Y3 Anti-Bullying session. 
Mon 16 June. Childline in classes Y5 & Y6 (pm) 
Tues 17 June. KS1 Parent Workshop (1.30-3.00) 
Wed 25 June. Early Years Parent Workshop a.m. 
Wed 25 June. Y3 Parents Workshop (1.30-3.00) 
Wed 28 June. Year 6 tour of Southmoor School 
Mon 30 June. Stay Safe, Safe Healthy Week 
Wed 2 July. New Reception Parents (9.30-10.30) 
Wed 2 July. Dance Festival at Sunderland Empire 
Thurs 3 July. New Nursery Parents 9.30-10.30 
Fri 4 July. Summer Concert (2.30-3.00) 
Mon 7 July. Y5 Bike Ability 
Mon 7 July. Y6 Feeder School Sports Southmoor (pm) 
Thurs 10 July. Little Mermaid Performances (All day) 
Mon 14 July. Y6 Parent Evening Southmoor (5-7) 

Tues 15 July. Y6 induction afternoon at Southmoor  

be consulting you – as parents – over the coming 
weeks. Please join us in having your say – let’s shape 
the future of our school and ensure it continues to offer 
a World Class education for each and every child! 
 

Eggstra-ordinary Eggs! 
Last month we held our annual egg 

decorating competition. The standard 
was incredibly high! The School 

Council had the task of judging the 
winners and after much deliberation, 

managed to choose one winner from each class/key 
group.  The winners were: 
Foundation Stage: 
Kamran Maven – ‘A Robot’, Daryan Razul – ‘A flower’, Kai 
Bryden for – ‘The Farm’, Lena Dobrowolska – ‘Princess Cat’ 

Key Stage One: 
Leland McEwan,Sunderland v Newcastle, Emma Briton, 
Miss Hough’s class – ‘The Diver’, Jude Portet, Miss 
Grainger’s class – ‘R2D2’ 

Key Stage 2: 
Karina Clerihew-Crouch,Y3–Humpty on a wall,Leonie Wilton, 
Y4–The Red Queen,Poppy Carroll,Y5–Neil Eggstrong 
Dillon Redpath, Y6 – “Crime Scene” 

 
Aaarrrggg me hearties! 

 
Ms Cole’s group have once again enjoyed working 
with No Limits Theatre.  Janet, Hank and Nicholas 
came back to see us for two special "Pirate Days" just 
before the Easter holidays. In the first session the 
children worked with Hank writing a brand new Pirate 
Song which everybody enjoyed performing. Then 
during the second session, the children were visited by 
some real life Pirates who told tales about life on board 
a Pirate Ship. Luckily nobody had to walk the plank! 
 

Summer Writing Award - Coming Soon! 
Our 3rd 
Writing Award 
isn’t far off. 
The winners 
will be chosen 
in early July, 
and their 
writing will be 
made into a 

special book. The book will be published in school, and 
copies will be placed into every classroom, and into 
the library. The Awards celebrate special effort, 
improvement and high-quality in writing. Parents and 
carers will be invited to a Book Launch, to celebrate 
the achievements of the 16 award winners. 
 

GPS Football Team is flying high! 
The Sunderland Schools 
football league has kicked off 
after the winter break. We’ve 
made a great start, winning 
three of the four matches 
played so far. We played 
Sunderland High twice, losing 
one match 2-0 and winning 
the other 1–0, our goal being 
scored by Matthew - a 
fantastic result against a 
very strong team that are top 
of league! We have also played Highfield 
twice, winning both games 3 - 2 and 3 - 1. The first 
game saw a fantastic fight back from 2 nil down to win 
3-2 - the goals in these games were scored by 
Brandon, Ryan, Riley x 2 and Matthew x 2. By Mr 
Newby. Mr McAnaney writes: Well done to our football 
team! By the way, the photo isn’t one of our current 
players – it’s one of our Reception children looking 
very professional in his England gear on Red & White 
Day recently – he’s definitely ‘one for the future’! 
 

Derwent Hill 
Everyone had a fantastic weekend. An article and 
photos will feature in our next Newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


