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Aladdin – What a Fab Performance! 

 
On the 2

nd
 July, the year 6 children, supported 

brilliantly by the Grangetown Choir, performed their 
end of year show Aladdin. They were absolutely 
fantastic! The children had all worked extremely hard 
to practise their words, acting and dancing. After a 
three week intensive ‘block’ practice, working with our 
music and drama teacher Mrs Davies, they made us 
all very proud as they lit the stage up with their 
wonderful performances. Thank you so much to all of 
the parents and carers who helped to practise lines 
and make costumes. Well done year 6 and choir! Mrs 
Millican 
 

Keeping Fit and Healthy at GPS! 

 
Last week we celebrated our annual Stay Safe and Be 
Healthy week with lots of fun and engaging activities. 
We started the week with the children taking part in 
lots of activities for Sports Day including the egg and 
spoon race, the skipping race and the running race. 
The sun was shining yet again and the children had 
lots of fun completing both team and individual events. 
We continued with our     tradition and the teacher’s 
three legged race went ahead again...it was as    
competitive as ever! Some of the other activities 
throughout the week included fitness testing with the 
Young Leaders from Farringdon Academy. The 
children had lots of challenges to do within a certain 
time limit including running and jumping, throwing and 
catching. Danielle our dance teacher also came in and 
taught us some Zumba moves which was lots of fun. 
Other visitors included football with Arj and the LAF 
team who worked with children and discussed how to 
lead a healthy and active lifestyle. Our new Bike It 
officer Sam (aka Dr Bike) also came back into school  

 
but this time without his bike! He led workshops related 
to how to maintain a healthy heart through exercise 
and diet. To finish off the week we had a coach in from 
AAA sports who provided the children with a fun filled 
floor work gymnastic session. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed all the activities and learnt a great deal about 
how to stay safe and be healthy. Thank you to all the 
visitors who came into school and everyone who 
helped throughout the week to make it a huge     
success!  Mrs. Bracknall 
 

Our Amazing ‘Fiesta Española’! 

 
This week we have celebrated our Spanish Day and 
the result has been superb. Apart from all the 
engaging activities that our teachers have carried out 
in the classrooms, we had some special visitors to help 
us make this day remarkable. We have danced 
‘bachata’ with Victoria de Gamma, a Spanish Teacher 
from Venerable Bede. We have also been reading 
stories in Spanish with Natalie Paris, a fantastic 
primary teacher and if this wasn´t enough we have had 
two special assemblies carried out by some pupils 
from year 5, 4 and 1. Children have been performing a 
small play, they have been singing songs such as ´El 
chocolate´ and dancing a  Spanish dance that have 
been preparing with our dance teacher Danielle. As 
you can imagine, our third ‘fiesta’ has been a great 
success and both children and grown-ups have had a 
fantastic day. One more time, I am very proud of being 
part of Grangetown Primary School.‘¡Bien hecho 
chicos y chicas!’  Have a nice summer break and 
see you next September with more songs, games, 
activities and, overall, lots of fun! ¡Feliz verano! Happy 
summer!  Miss Rodríguez  
 

Off to the Park with our Year 1 explorers! 
Earlier this month, Year 1 
went on a walk to 
Backhouse Park. The 
children were impeccably 
behaved as we walked to 
the park and were playing 
games like eye spy to keep 
themselves occupied. 
Whilst we were there we 

J u l y  2 0 1 5  

GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER  



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

did some science activities, including going on a hunt 
to identify flowers. This linked with our current topic of 
Green Fingers. The children were a credit to the 
school the entire morning!  Miss Stabler. 
 

Helping our Friends in Nepal 

 
We would like to say a HUGE Thank You to you all for 
your support over the last few months in our 
fundraising drive to support our partner school in 
Nepal. As you know, the area was devastated by two 
major earthquakes and our friends in Kathmandu were 
severely affected. The school was badly damaged and 
members of staff suffered personal losses. After 
hearing about the first earthquake, we quickly 
organised a series of events to raise funds, and you 
have all shown such amazing support.  From our cake 
sales, raffle prizes and last Friday’s ‘Run for Nepal’ we 
have raised the fantastic amount of £1350! Your 
generosity is very much appreciated by ourselves and 
the staff in Kathmandu and they have already begun to 
put the money to good use. The good news is that the 
school has re-opened. Sangeeta and her team join us 
in sending their thanks for such overwhelming 
generosity.  Mrs Cole. 
 

Musicians Shine at Summer Concert! 

 
Last week, we held our annual Summer Concert. We 
had a fantastic turnout from parents and the whole 
school came along too. The children from years 2-6 
who play violin and cello wowed us with their musical 
talents and nearly brought us to tears. Some children 
even played their own solo pieces. The children have 
worked extremely hard this year practising and they’re 
all a credit to our school. Miss Stabler  
 

Violin Play Day – GPS on Tour! 
In late-June, children from Y3, 4 & 5 went 
along with Miss Stabler to Hudson Road 
Primary to take part in a violin and cello 
Play Day. The children were joined by 

three other schools from around Sunderland. We spent 
the afternoon playing games using our instruments as 
well as collaborating to perform well-known songs. 
Some children were very brave and got up on the 
stage to perform solos! The children had a lovely 
afternoon and were a credit to our school. Miss Stabler   
 

Summer Writing Awards! 

 
Every term, we choose two children in each class, to 
receive a Writing Award. The Award recognises 
improvement and special effort in Writing. The children 
receive a certificate, and a Grangetown pen or pencil. 
The writing is put on display in school, and it is also 
turned into a book – copies of the book are placed in 
every classroom, and in our library. A very special 
‘Book Launch’ event is held, with parents and carers 
invited, when every child receives a copy of the book 
containing their writing. The Summer Writing Award 
winners are: Evie Hall, Sam Moghahham, Cameron 
Dorstkar, Joy Davison, Jack, Jordan, Charlie Perry, 
Danny King, Neave Ferguson, Jack Cheal, Aiyesha 
Zara, Chloe Young, James Benson, Thomas Hirst, 
Alex Kenny, Kayleigh Busby, Connor Talbot, Poppy 
Carroll, and Liam Goldsmith. Well Done Everyone! 
 

Year 3’s Sunny Summer Workshop! 
Year 3 held their final Parent Craft 
Workshop of the year at the end of 
June.  The children alongside their 
parents and carers made crafts with a 
summer theme. Together they made a 

sun catcher to hang outside using lots of glitter and 
sequins.  They also made a model octopus and a 
flower using a range of different materials.  There was 
also a summer word search and an alphabet word 
puzzle to complete.  Both the children and their adults 
had an enjoyable afternoon.  The children love to have 
their parents and carers in school and to complete 
activities with them in the classroom.  Thank you for all 
coming. Miss McLoughlin 
 

Rainforest Explorers!  
Recently, Year 4 spent an afternoon at the 
Winter Gardens, as ‘Rainforest Explorers’. 
The visit was linked with science and this 

terms topic ‘Home Sweet Home’. During the morning 
we were able to share with the staff all of our 
knowledge about animals and the rainforest as well as 
learning some new facts. We discussed which animals 
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and plants live in each layer of the rainforest, and we 
had the chance to handle some artefacts from the 
rainforest and decide what they were used for. We had 
to find clues and answer questions posted around the 
Winter Gardens to build up our knowledge as to why 
the rainforest is so important to animals and humans. 
The children were so well behaved and represented 
Grangetown Primary excellently. Miss Edokpayi 
 

Miss Crooks Stars in Bike Show!  

 
This week, we welcomed the Extreme Mountain Bike 
Display team into school - a reward for winning the Big 
Pedal! The show was led by the Multiple British and 
European trials bike champion Danny Butler. Danny 
started the show by discussing his work, his bike and 
safety issues before asking Ms Crooks to be his 
wonderful assistant! She bravely lay on the floor as he 
proceeded to jump over her and create stunts around 
her. The   children were captivated as he then moved 
on to other stunts including jumping over different 
sized objects and then using his bike to even jump 
onto the roof of his car! It was a great session that was 
truly unique and awe inspiring! Mrs. Bracknall 
 

Grangetown’s Got Talent! 

 
We had 18 fabulous acts on show in our recent 
Grangetown’s Got Talent – dancers, singers, 
comedians….and even a display of footballing skills! 
The children had done all of the work themselves, 
perfecting their performances in the lead up to their 
class auditions and then the practice day with Mrs 
Davies. The show was expertly presented by Mrs 
Davies, compete with her glittering outfit! It was a very 
entertaining afternoon, enjoyed by an appreciative 
audience, and it proved yet again that Grangetown 
does indeed have a fantastic array of very talented 
children. Well done everyone! 
 

Year 6 Shine at Empire! 

 
Some of year 6 pupils worked with our dance teacher 
Danielle on a dance, for the Sunderland Schools 
Dance Festival at the Empire on 8

th
 July! The dance 

was based on a book called Gangster Granny by 
David Walliams. We worked on it for about 4 months 
every Friday. On the big day, we first we practised on 
the stage, and then we got to watch every one 
perform. Then we were sent to our dressing room to 
have our lunch and to get changed. We had to listen 
for our name to go down to the stage to perform our 
dance. We were all excited and a little bit nervous. 
When they called our name we had to make our way 
to the stage very quietly and wait to go on . It was an 
amazing experience to dance on the stage in front of 
so many people and when we had finished our school 
gave us the loudest cheer of the day. We felt brilliant 
when we came off, and we all wanted to do it again. 
What a fantastic day! By Miya and Layla. 
 

Summer Fayre Success! 

 
Our recent Summer Fayre was a great success. Every 
class had prepared at least one stall or money-raising 
activity, and we had some additional stalls set up by 
the parents and carers in our PATHS group. The sun 
shone, and the afternoon was well supported by 
visiting families. There was a lovely, positive 
atmosphere, and lots of laughter and smiles. Well 
done everyone for your hard work in organising the 
Fayre, and for your contribution on the day itself. 
 

GPS Footballers on Tour! 

 
Recently, we played in a tournament at Farringdon 
School. We were really excited and looking forward to 
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This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
Fri 17 July. End of Term – school closes 1.00pm. Incr-Edibles 
is open 1-4, if you need childcare – please book at the Office. 
Tues 1 Sep. Staff Training Day. 

Wed 2 Sep. School reopens for the new term! 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website  
 

it. There were 3 other teams in our group: Broadway, 
Barnes and St Mary’s. We were very disappointed not 
to reach the finals but were also very proud of 
ourselves for playing well. We would all like to thank 
Mr Newby for taking us to the tournament. The team: 
Tamzin Redpath, Jessica McAnaney, Connor Welsh, 
Riley Taggart, Josh Gill, Radhi Hussain, James 
MacDonald, Roman Boyzk, Leo Harrington Turp, 
Mckenzie Monck. By Tamzin Redpath.  
 

The GPS Teaching Team for September! 
We welcome Miss Fraser, Miss 
Moody and Miss Pickering. Miss 
Hough becomes Mrs Hanlon. 
Mrs Bracknall will be in school for 

2 weeks, before going on maternity leave. A full GPS 
Staff Team, for September, including our admin, after 
school club, caretaking, lunchtime and cleaning staff is 
being issued to you on the last day of term. 

Early Years: 
Nursery & 
Reception 

Teachers: Mrs Hanlon (Miss Hough), Miss Tose, 
Mrs Harris. Teaching Assistants: Mrs Dobson, 
Miss Lloyd, Miss Pickering 

Year 1 Teacher: Miss Moody. Teaching Assistants: Miss 
Duggan and Mrs Andrews 

Year 2 Teacher: Miss Stabler. Teaching Assistants: Mrs 
Appleton and Miss Young 

Year 3 Teacher: Miss Edokpayi.  
Teaching Assistant: Ms Crooks 

Year 3 Teacher: Miss Fraser.  
Teaching Assistant: Ms Crooks 

Year 4 Teacher: Miss Hunter 
Teaching Assistant: Miss Christie 

Year 5 Teacher: Mrs Miller 
Teaching Assistant: Mr Newby 

Year 5 Teacher: Mrs Millican 
Teaching Assistant: Mr Newby 

Year 6 Teacher: Miss McLoughlin 
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Napier 

Music/Drama Mrs Davies 

Spanish Miss Rodriguez 

Strings/brass Mrs Mapplebeck, Mr Marshall 

Dance Danielle 

DHT Ms Cole 

HT Mr McAnaney 
 

Congratulations to Miss Hough! 
Miss Hough is getting married this Summer! 
When she returns in September, she will be 
Mrs Hanlon. I know you will join us in 
wishing Miss Hough an absolutely 

wonderful and very special wedding day, and in 
wishing her all the very best for the future! 
 

Warmest Wishes to Mrs Dolan! 
Mrs Dolan starts her maternity leave at 
the end of term. I know you will join us as 
we wish Mrs Dolan and her family all the 
best, at this very special time. 

 

Good Luck to Miss Staw, Miss Cummings, 
Miss Smith &  Miss Conley 

We’d like to thank Miss Staw, Miss 
Cummings, Miss Smith and Miss Conley, all 
of whom leave us this week, for their 

commitment and hard work over the past year. I know 

you’ll join me in wishing them the very best for the 
future. Special wishes to Miss Staw, who is expecting 
her baby soon! 
 

Good Luck Year 6! 

 
Year 6 have had a fabulous year! We are so proud of 
their many achievements. We’d like to wish all of our 
year 6 leavers the very best of luck for the future. To 
mark the end of their time at GPS, we asked them for 
a special memory – we have turned the memories into 
a special booklet, which we will give to year 6 before 
they leave. If you’d like to see it, it’s on our website. 
Here’s a taster: Peter - Mind your Shorts! My memory is 

when I was 5 years old and in year one when the class were 
having P.E with Mrs Miller. We all got changed in the class 
room and Connor and I sat next to each other. When Mrs 
Miller (our P.E teacher at the time) saw that Connor and I 
had mixed up our gym shorts!! They were so big, they were 
practically on the floor for Connor and for me, and Connor’s 
shorts were like small swimming trunks. We looked so funny. 
All of the class smiled and laughed at us!      

INCR-EDIBLES!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Finally…a message from Mr McAnaney 
“I’d like to thank all of our parents & carers for the 
superb support you have given the school this year. 
Well done to the children too – you have all been 
brilliant – hard-working, positive and well-behaved. 
Also, I’d like to express my appreciation to our 
incredible staff – as always they have worked so 
hard to make this a very successful year.  The whole 
GPS Team wishes all of our families an enjoyable 
holiday, and we look forward to seeing you all on 
Wednesday 2

nd 
September, for the start of what is 

sure to be another fantastic year at Grangetown, full 
of amazing learning opportunities for the children”. 

Adios - hasta luego! 


