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Our Amazing World Book Day! 

 
Recently, everyone had fun taking part in our World 
Book Day celebrations. We thoroughly enjoyed our 
peer reading session, where children from different 
classes got to read with each other. It was lovely to 
see children working together, enjoying and sharing 
their favourite books. The oldest children were great at 
encouraging, prompting and asking questions! We also 
celebrated our love of books by dressing up as a book 
character. The imaginative costumes were great; you 
could see that everyone had made a huge effort – it 
was the day that Scarlett O’Hara met Where’s Wilma! 
Well done for making it such a lovely day!  Miss Hough  
 

¡Feliz Pascua! 

 
Easter is just around the corner and in our Spanish 
lessons we have been getting ready to celebrate it. 
Year 4, 5 and 6 have been trying their best while 
learning “Las fechas” (the dates). We have had fun 
playing an Easter game with them, we have made a  
cake with our birthdays and we have been also talking 
about them in small groups. In addition we have 
started to learn the dates of some well-known Spanish  

 
festivities such as “Las Fallas”. Can you say in 
Spanish “Today is Monday, the 5th of July? Hoy es…” 
Year 3 pupils are doing a great job while learning parts 
of the face. We have been making monster faces with 
fruits and we have been writing sentences using fruits, 
adjectives and colours too. Can you say “The eye is a 
green apple? El ojo…”. Year 2 have been not only 
introducing themselves but also learning “Los 
opuestos” (the opposites) through our new song “Para 
bailar los opustos” (To dance with the opposites) and 
some games such as choral repetition, statues… Can 
you remember the opposite of “grande, mucho and 
derecha”?  Year 1 are having fun learning how to ask 
and answer about name through the song “Rosie and 
Andy”, rap music and some games. What does “Me 
llamo Superman” mean? If this wasn’t enough year 4 
have been exchanging Easter cards and chocolates 
with our friends from Burscough Village Primary 
School in Lancashire. Isn’t this fantastic? I am really 
proud of you, “chicos y chicas”!  ¡Feliz Pascua! 
Happy Easter! Miss Rodríguez  
 

Huānyíng to China! 

 
Year 4 are having fun exploring the topic ‘Huānyíng to 
China’ which translated means ‘Welcome to China’. As 
part of this topic the children will be making links with a 
school in Wuhan, China.  The history based topic will 
see us transported back in time over 2000 years to 
ancient china where this period was driven by war and 
continuous battle for an ever growing empire. They will 
start by writing postcards about themselves to be sent 
to the Year 4 children in Wuhan and they will also have 
the opportunity to meet them face to face via a 
planned Skype session, allowing questions to be 
asked and answered about life in a different country. 
We will be also learning about the Shang Dynasty of 
Ancient China and using this to inspire some lovely 
story writing and art work. Mrs Bracknell/Miss 
Edokpayi. 
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Gold Medals for Grangetown! 

 
On Wednesday 11th March 10 children from Year 3 
and Year 4 were invited to attend an Invasion Games 
competition at Cityspace within Sunderland University. 
Throughout the morning the children played a number 
of invasion games against teams from other local 
primary schools including handball and dodgeball. The 
children did themselves and Grangtown Primary 
School very proud as the enthusiasm and team spirit 
was high throughout. After a series of games the 
results of the morning’s activities were shared during 
the awards ceremony. It was announced that the Year 
4 children were the winning team and they were all 
given a gold medal and a huge round of applause from 
the other schools. Well done to all that took part- 
sports stars in the making! Mrs Bracknall  
 

Arts Award brings drama to GPS! 

 
This year we have been lucky enough to win a bid for 
funding which is enabling us to once again work with 
No Limits Theatre. Staff from the theatre group have 
been working with children in Foundation Stage, Key 
Stage One and Year 5, with children from each of 
these classes working towards gaining their Discover 
Arts Awards. This award scheme is very well 
respected and one in which we have been successful 
over the last three years. Each class have planned a 
series of lessons based around topics including 
“Pirates”, “Into the Woods”, “Seaside” and “Anglo 
Saxons. Children have taken part in music and drama 
workshops led by the very talented staff at No Limits 
Theatre group and have thoroughly enjoyed these 
experiences as well as gaining an appreciation of 
music, mime and drama. Ms Cole 
 

We’re Picture Perfect! 

 
The Year 3 topic this half term is Picture Perfect and is 
all about picture books. To begin the topic the children 
had a visit from the local author Laura Smith, who 
played word games and helped the children to write 
descriptively.    The children have read lots of different 
picture books and have used the ideas in those books 
as inspiration for their own writing.  They read the story 
‘Falling Angels’ by Colin Thompson and have used 
that to write their own story set in an imaginary world.  
The children have also produced lots of descriptive 
writing.  They have made a model hot air balloon, 
inspired by the story ‘Tower to the Sun’.  The children 
have really enjoyed the topic and this has been shown 
in the quality of their work. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

Red Nose Day – Funny Faces! 
On Friday 13th March we took part in Red Nose Day to 

raise money for 
the charity 
Comic Relief. 
Children were 
invited to come 
to school in 
non-uniform for 
a small donation 
to the charity, 
and as the 
theme this year 
was “Do 
Something 
Funny with Your 
Face for 
Money”, many 
of our children 

also painted their faces.  It was a very colourful day! 
We sold cakes, drinks and biscuits at playtime and 
raised a total of £135.40.  Thank you once again for 
your generosity! Ms Cole 
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The Big Pedal 
This half-term Grangetown Primary 
School took part in a national inter-
school cycling competition called The 
Big Pedal that ran from the 2nd March 
to the 20th March 2015. Dr Bike 
encouraged pupils, parents and staff to 
cycle and scoot to school each day for the three 
weeks. The results were sent to the school office daily 
and they were then entered online. Dr Bike is planning 
on leading a special assembly in the Summer term in 
which prizes will be given to individuals and classes. 
There are some fabulous prizes on offer so watch this 
space to find out who the winners will be! Well done to 
all those who took part, another very successful Big 
Pedal! Mrs Bracknall 
 

Seaside Fun with Year 2! 

 
This terms topic in year 2 is “Oh I do like to be Beside 
the Seaside” – we’re learning all about the coast 
including its features, and the creatures that live near 
to it. We got started with a fantastic trip to Souter 
lighthouse. The children spent the day exploring the 
coast, building sandcastles and taking in the breath 
taking views of the ocean from the top of the 
lighthouse. The children made a brilliant start, 
producing a recount of their fantastic day at the light 
house filled with all of the brilliant things they did and 
saw. They have used their imagination to create a 
written piece of work based on pictures taken from the 
book The Whales Song. They’ve also been using their 
voices and bodies when working with the No Limits 
theatre company, creating a dramatic piece and song 
based on the seaside. In science we have also begun 
to explore more about the ocean and animals that live 
in and around the seaside looking at underwater 
creatures, marine and local habitats and food chains. 
Miss Cummings 
 

Once Upon a Time! 
This half term Year 1 have been 
learning all about traditional tales. 
We started off with a workshop 
with No Limits theatre looking at 
Little Red Riding Hood. The 
children played lots of games to 

get themselves warmed up ready for their roles 
including Grandma’s keys and Mr Wolf. The children 
acted out parts of the story thinking about their voices 
and their body language. We then looked at the story 
of The Enormous Turnip. The children enjoyed 
retelling it using masks in the role-play and to end the 
week we made a huge steaming pot of turnip soup to 
share with our friends. Over the next couple of weeks 
we will be using our talk for writing to learn the story of 
Chicken Licken and turn the sad ending into a happily 
ever after! Miss Stabler 
 

Our Class Regatta! 

 
The topic this half term in Year 2 is ‘O I do like to be 
Beside the Seaside’.  In this topic the children are 
learning all about the history of seaside holidays and 
the life of Grace Darling. We have also made boats 
whilst learning about floating and sinking and tested 
them in a class regatta. To begin the topic, we visited 
Souter Lighthouse, where we learnt all about the life of 
a lighthouse keeper and how the lighthouse is used 
and maintained. In Literacy we have be looking at the 
story ‘Dolphin Boy’ and then using this to innovate our 
own story. We will also be looking at the author ‘Julia 
Donaldson’ and comparing some of her ‘seaside’ 
based stories.  Miss Hough  
 

Anglo Saxons v Vikings! 
Year 5 are absorbed in their 
new topic of Captivating 
Conquests. They’ll be learning 
about the struggle between 
the Anglo- Saxons and the 
Vikings, examining what life 
was like for people in those 
far-off days. The children are 
also taking part in the Arts 
Award Project, working with 
No Limits Theatre Company 
on a range of drama and singing workshops which we 
will link to our history topic. The children have already 
composed their own original song and created a short 
dance about the Anglo Saxons. Miss Hunter. 
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Finally… 
 

 
 

Thankyou to all parents & carers for your 

support this term – we really appreciate it! 
Thankyou also to the children – you’ve all 
worked incredibly hard, and your teachers are 
so proud of you! 
 

Enjoy your Easter holiday, and 

we look forward to seeing you 
again at 8.45 on Monday 20th 
April, for the start of what 
promises to be another fantastic 
term at Grangetown, full of 
wonderful learning experiences 
for your child! 

 

This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session 
(3.15-5.45), with a healthy snack & lots 
of fun activities included! Please book at 
the school Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Thurs 26 March. EYFS visit Ashbourne Lodge (am). 
Mon 30 March. Yr6 Monozukuri Caravan Event, Nissan.  
Mon 30 March. Yr1 trip to Seven Stories (Newcastle). 
Monday 30 March. 1.00-2.00. Year 5, E-Safety workshop for 
children & parents 
Mon 30 March. 2.15-3.15 E-Safety assembly for Y4 pupils and 
parents from 
Thur 2 April. Last day of term – school closes 1.00pm. 
Please collect your child from school, 1.00pm. 
Wed 1 April. Yr 1 Easter Crafts Parent Workshop 
Friday 3 April. Bank Holiday, school closed. 
Mon 6 – Fri 17 April: Easter Holiday. 
Mon 20 April: School re-opens for Summer Term. 
Yr 6 SATs Week. Mon 11-Fri 15 May. 
 

For dates, also see our website & our Weekly Update! 
 

We conduct an Orchestra! 
As part of the second phase of the BBC 
initiative, Ten Pieces, Year 5 were 
invited to The Sage in Gateshead. The 
children listened to ten pieces of 
classical music performed by the 

Northern Chords Orchestra. Whilst they were 
there, the children learnt how to conduct an orchestra 
and even joined in with some of the pieces using body 
percussion. To end the morning, the children learnt the 
words to Zadok the Priest by Handel (or as they all 
know it, the Champions League music) and sang along 
with the choir and orchestra. All of the children 
thoroughly enjoyed the visit and were singing some of 
the pieces for the rest of the day. Miss Hunter. 
 

Year 3 - Arty in the Toon! 

 
In Science the children are learning about light and 
shadow and we visited the Laing Art Gallery in 
Newcastle for a workshop about this.  The day began 
with the children looking at a huge tapestry and finding 
shadows within it. They then practised drawing 
shadows. The children studied a painting by the artist 
John Martin.  They then made a cityscape picture, in 
the style of John Martin, using paper and pastels, 
adding light and shadow. The children also explored 
the gallery and had the opportunity to look at paintings 
and sculptures.  The children had a great day and their 
behaviour was excellent.  Miss McLoughlin  
 

Chirpy Chicks! 

 
We had a very special delivery of eggs on Monday 
23rd March; the children could not wait for the first 
chick to hatch.  Luckily we didn’t have long to wait and 
by Tuesday we had 4 fluffy chicks!  After they hatch, 
they have to stay in the incubator for one day, until 
their feathers fluff up. By the end of the week we will 

transfer them into the brooder box where a lamp will 
keep them warm and cosy.  You can keep track of 
their progress by visiting our school website and 
following the link to the ‘Chick Cam’.  The chicks are 
very much looking forward to their holiday at Miss 
Stabler’s house this weekend! Foundation Stage Team 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


