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Our 4th  Spanish Fiesta! 

 
Recently we celebrated our fourth ‘Fiesta Española’ to 
sum up a year full of fun, hard work and enthusiasm.  
We started the day with a special assembly carried out 
by children from Year 4, 5 and 6. Some thieves tried to 
steal the secret of our special “Fiesta española” but 
our pupils managed to stop them and made sure we 
had one of the best ‘fiesta’ ever! During the day we 
had some special visitors - we danced Latino style with 
our dance teacher Danielle and we have also read 
stories in Spanish with Natalie Paris, a fantastic 
teacher that brought her enthusiasm and passion for 
books to our school. In addition, teachers prepared lots 
of engaging activities in their classroom making sure 
that our children had the chance to make decorations, 
taste Spanish food, learn about Spanish festivals and 
play games. If this wasn´t enough, at the end of the 
day we also enjoyed an assembly to raffle some 
Spanish prizes. What else can we ask for? It was a 
fantastic day that wouldn´t have been possible without 
the support of parents, children and staff… Thanks 
everyone for an amazing celebration! ¡Gracias!  Miss 
Rodríguez  
 

Lots of fun at the beach! 

 
Early years visited the beach to launch our seaside    
inspired Art Week. We went to Roker beach and we 
walked along to Roker Marina to see all the boats.  
Then, on our way back to the beach, we looked at the 
sky, sea and beach and took pictures, ready to make 
our layered beach pictures. We had lots of fun on the 
beach, making sandcastles, sand angels, scavenging 
shells, stones and seaweed. EYFS Team. 

  

Outdoor Maths Parents’ Workshop 

 
Parents and children had a great time at our Outdoor 
Maths Trail and the atmosphere was certainly helped 
by the lovely weather! There was a variety of exciting, 
practical and engaging activities set up for children to 
complete, including a number hunt, matching the 
socks into the correct pairs, a penalty shootout and 
much more! A wonderful time was had by all and as 
always we have some lovely feedback from parents 
and children. Well done everyone for a fantastic 
afternoon - thank you to the parents who attended.  
 

Empire Dancers! 

 
Alice and Tamzin (year 6) write: On Tuesday the 28

th
 

of June, some year 6 pupils went to the Sunderland 
Empire to take part in a dance festival. After weeks of 
practice, we finally finished our dance - Alien Odyssey. 
We arrived and were shown to our dressing room, the 
dressing room of Sid James (an actor, who died while 
on stage at the empire). We headed to the auditorium 
to watch the rehearsals of the other schools, which 
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were very good! When they had finished, we all went 
back to the dressing room to have our lunch and do 
our make-up. After doing our make-up, we got our 
costumes on and went to the top level of the empire to 
watch the proper show. As the team before us danced, 
the lady took us down stairs and we prepared to 
dance. Soon our name was called and we walked on 
stage to the sound of Grangetown cheering and 
shouting. We were very nervous as the music started 
to play; but when we were dancing, we loved every 
minute and wanted to dance again. We made Danielle 
and our teachers very proud!  
 

On the edge of their seats! 

 
The children had an amazing day working with author 
and actor, Chris Connaughton. We started the day with 
a gripping retell of the famous Greek myth ‘Perseus 
and the Minotaur’. The children were on the edge of 
their seats! After that, the children did some writing 
themselves.  They wrote a letter home in the role of 
Perseus, and then they wrote a diary entry. 
Throughout these activities, Chris skilfully gave the 
children tips on how to improve their work and different 
features to include that made their work really 
impressive.  We all had a great time and the work that 
the children completed was of a very high standard. 
Mrs Miller 
 
 

Mackem Explorers: Sea, Ships, East End! 

 
As part of our topic, Year 2 have linked up with the 
Durham Heritage Coast. This is an organisation that 
educates people about the coast from Durham to 
Hartlepool. As part of our partnership we have gone on 
several outings and took part in workshops based 
around the Sunderland coast. The first trip we went on 

was to Seaham where we took part in a Rock Pool 
Ramble. The children were divided into teams and we 
had to see who could spot the most creatures in the 
rock pools. The children had a whale (!) of a time and 
were introduced to creatures they had never seen 
before including the velvet swimming crab. The 
children came back to school and wrote some fantastic 
reports about what we had found. 
 

…The Yr 2 Mackem Journey continues… 

 
The next visit year 2 went on was to the Donnison 
school in Hendon where we were transported back to 
the Victorian times. We learnt what it would have been 
like to go to school 100 years ago in Hendon. The 
Headmistress was really strict and we had to write on 
slates! Our next adventure was to Hendon beach 
where we learnt all about the changing coastline and 
how ship building has impacted upon it. Did you know 
there are rocks on the beach that are 150 million years 
old? We have had a fantastic time during our topic and 
have learnt lots of new things. Miss Stabler 
 

Class 5KM are Groovy Greeks! 

 
The children have really enjoyed our topic so far this 
term. Although it’s a history topic, we linked it with Art 
and Design Technology and made some of our own 
amazing artefacts. The children made their own: Greek 
vase using ‘Scratch Art’ technique; Greek pots – 
painting their own designs on to terracotta pots; Greek 
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temples moulded out of clay, Greek theatre masks 
made from paper mache, and they painted their own 
Greek plate. The children all enjoyed dressing up for 
Greek Day where we had arranged lots of fun activities 
(including food tasting) for the children to complete.  
We will be finishing off our topic with a trip to the 
theatre to see the ‘Groovy Greeks’ show. Mrs Miller 
 

…and so are Class 5LM! (groovy too!) 

 
For their latest topic, the year 5 children are focussing 
on the ‘Groovy Greeks’! To launch the topic, the 
children took part in a story telling and writing day with 
Chris Connaughton, where they listened to some 
fabulous myths from Ancient Greek times. The children 
have written their own myths – describing their own 
characters, heroes and mythical beasts! They have 
learned all about life in Ancient Greece and what it 
would have been like to grow up in Athens or Sparta. 
The children also wrote diaries as if they had been 
involved in the Trojan War. During Art Week, the 
children made their own scratch-off paper and then 
used them to draw their own Greek Pots. They also 
made their own clay tiles of a Greek Temple, looking 
closely at the different columns. The children dressed 
up as Ancient Greek citizens and took part in a Groovy 
Greek Day – completing a DT challenge, building the 
strongest temple, and looking at the Ancient Greek 
number system. We even tried Greek foods, like feta 
cheese, olives and grapes. Our fabulous topic ended 
with a visit to the Empire to watch the Horrible 
Histories show ‘The Groovy Greeks’. Mrs Millican. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

And now for some Groovy Greek Pots! 

 
Recently, parents and carers were invited into year 5 
to work with the children as part of a Parents’ 
Workshop. We had a fantastic afternoon - designing 
and painting our own Greek pots and plates. The 
children used either Greek patterns or a myth that they 
had read or created to paint onto their Greek style 
pots. Thank you very much to all of the adults who 
came to support the year 5 children.   
 

Light and Dark! 

 
This term year 3 have been learning about Light and 
Dark. The children completed lots of art during art 
week. We looked at the colour wheel and how to make 
different colours using the primary colours. The 
children explored using white and black paints to 
create different shades of a colour. They then applied 
this to create a 3D ice cream! Within science we have 
been exploring different sources of light and discussing 
the difference between night and day. In literacy we 
have been using descriptive language to excite the 
reader and make them want to read on. The children 
have really enjoyed writing their own similes and using 
personification. Miss Fraser & Miss Edokpayi. 

A Reminder…Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly 
We’re very proud of our year 6 children. 
They’re all stars! A reminder that it’s their 
Leavers’ Assembly on Monday 18th July, 2.30 
– all members of their families are invited into 
school – bring tissues ;-) 
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D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y !  

 
 

 

 

Mon 18 July: 2.30 Leavers’ Assembly 
Tue 19 July: a.m. Children meet next year’s teacher! 
Tue 19 July: p.m. Grangetown’s Got Talent! 
Wed 20 July: School closes 1.00pm. 

Art Week 2016! 

 
This year for Art Week, each class created a piece of 
art work that linked to their topic. Foundation Stage 
visited Roker beach to collect sand and used it to 
create a beach layered scene. Year 1 used clay to 
mould sculptures of wild animals linked to their Animal 
Kingdom Topic. Year 2 took part in an all day 
workshop focusing on art in the outdoors. Year 3 
focused on shading and made some fantastic shaded 
ice cream cones! Year 4 used clay to sculpt fabulous 
Roman pots. Year 5 used a scratching technique to 
make some brilliant Greek pictures and Year 6 made 
fantastic Mayan designs on wood. At the end of the 
week all of the children visited our very own Art Gallery 
in the library where all of the art work was showcased. 
A big thank you to all of the children for your super 
hard work and to all teachers for their fabulous ideas! 
We can’t wait to Art Week 2017! Miss Tose  
 

The hills are alive…! 

 
As part of their new topic ‘Good Vibrations’ Year 4 
visited the Sunderland Empire for a special treat. After 
watching the film version, the children got to watch the 
Sound of Music and were amazed by the performance. 
All of the children enjoyed the visit and even started an 
impromptu sing along on the way into the theatre. ‘Do-
Re-Mi’ was a particular favourite and the children are 
now learning it at school. The children behaved 
brilliantly and had a fantastic afternoon. Miss Hunter. 

 

 
 

Good Vibrations! 

 
Year 4 are combining science and music this half term 
with their topic ‘Good Vibrations.’ The children have 
been learning about sound and how it is created. 
They’ve transformed into scientists and investigated 
how it travels, and how volume and pitch are changed. 
The children have looked at a range of instruments 
and compositions. They’ve listened to work by Mozart, 
Beethoven, Grieg and Mossorgsky and used this as a 
stimulus for some great descriptive writing. They’ve 
been learning songs from the Sound of Music and 
they’ve performed solos and as an ensemble. They 
are currently working on adding musical 
accompaniment to their performances. Miss Hunter.   
 

Music Magic! 

 
On the afternoon of Monday the 20th of June, a big 
group of musical children from Grangetown school 
went to Hudson Road Primary to play their violins and 
cellos. The musical tutor, Mrs Mapplebeck met us at 
the entrance of the school and showed us into the hall 
where two other schools children were waiting.  It was 
a great afternoon with the children being able to show 
off their great talent at playing their instruments as 
soloists, as groups and it also gave them a chance to 
listen to other children play too.  The violins and the 
cellos, led by Mrs Mapplebeck, were a joy to listen to 
and showed fantastic skills in following the music and    
playing together. It was a great chance for the children, 
again, to showcase the talent we have at Grangetown 
Primary and they did themselves and the school 
proud. Ms Crooks. 
 


