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Our Green Screen Stars! 

 
To end our last topic in style, Year 2 have produced 
their own documentaries all about the African 
Savannah. In late-February Mr Bailey 

(@Animate2Educate) came into school with his 

special film-making equipment to help the children turn 
their written documentaries into the real thing. They 
worked in groups, each with their own part. Using a 
special screen and auto-cue monitor the children 
presented their part. They then decided together what 
their background would be and how their documentary 
would start and finish. All the children did an excellent 
job and the finished pieces are amazing! Watch out Sir 
David Attenborough! Miss Stabler. 
 

Beware of the Bears! 

 
This half term Year 1 are learning about toys - in 
particular bears!  We started our topic by all bringing a 
teddy bear into school and we have used the bears 
lots during our lessons. We created a name label for 
our bears, used our bears when retelling the story 
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, and we’ve even 
weighed our bears to see which ones are heavy and 
light.  The topic has a strong history focus - we are 
learning about toys old and new and how toys have 
changed over the years.  Our topic will end with a visit 
to Seven Stories in Newcastle which currently has a 
bear exhibition running. Mrs Dolan 
 
 

 
It’s the Groovy Greeks! 

 
Shauna and Katie T (Year 5) write: Our Greek Day 
was a huge success! Year 5 really enjoyed it and we 
want to take you along on the journey! The day started 
off with Mrs Bracknall taking fabulous pictures of us 
and then showing us videos about the ancient Greek 
Olympics. We then found some differences between 
ancient and modern Olympics. In the running races the 
people who took part were only men and they also ran 
naked. The Hoplitdromos race was when the Greeks 
played in full armour and had a sword and shield. 
Sadly women were not allowed to play or watch!  Then 
we decided if we wanted to make a modern Greek 
Olympic poster or an ancient Greek Olympic poster. 
We continued that after playtime and then we did 
some more fun things after lunch. Then we used a 
toothpick to scratch the black paint off our Greek pots 
that we’d created a few days. We then tried a lot of 
Greek food such as: olives, feta cheese, bread sticks, 
pitta bread, yogurt and honey, different sauces and 
fruit. Then Mr McAnaney took pictures of us all and put 
us on our school website. It was a great way to finish 
our topic. 
 

We ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ at GPS! 

 
Year 5 had a fabulous day working with Cat and Andre 
from SRTRC Foundation of Light. We started the 
morning with a fitness session delivered by Andre 
Bennett who is a professional football player. He plays 
for Middlesbrough but they have loaned the defender, 
son of former Sunderland skipper Gary, to Gateshead 
for a month. We had loads of fun playing various ball 
games with him. This session concluded with a mini 
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football tournament. After lunch, we got down to the 
serious side with a workshop about ‘racism’. We learnt 
the difference between bullying and racism. We had a 
brief look at the history of racism and also discussed 
what we can do to change people’s attitudes towards 
racism. The children really enjoyed both sessions, 
made sensible contributions, and gained valuable 
insights.  Mrs Miller. 
 

¿Qué te gusta hacer?’ 

 
Year 6 have been doing a fantastic job with their 
project ‘eTwinning Noticias TV: We are active citizen 
journalists’. We have celebrated ‘Safer Internet Day’ 
(SID 2017) with our Spanish friends by making a very 
special video. In addition, we have created bracelets to 
learn more about the ‘Global Goals for sustainable 
development’ and ‘Friendship Day’. What a lovely 
project! ‘¡Muy bien chicas’! Year 5 continue exploring 
Barcelona with some Spanish footballers. We have 
been learning ‘wh-questions’ through the song ‘Yo 
pregunto’ (I ask questions). We also enjoyed using our 
iPads to create a collage (Piccollage app) and an 
ebook (Book Creator app) with all of them while 
recapping the Spanish verbs conjugation. Can you 
remember the meaning of ‘¿Qué?’ and ‘¿Por qué?’ in 
English? Year 4 have been making sentences to 
express likes and dislikes. We have been singing, 
dancing and recording the song ‘Mambo, mambo 
¿Qué te gusta hacer?’ (Mambo, mambo what do you 
like to do?) To make sure we continue working hard on 
our writing skills, we also completed a minibook with 
the lyrics of the topic. What does ‘Me gusta bailar el 
mambo’ mean in English? Year 3 pupils have been 
trying their best while learning the gender and plural of 
some fruits with ‘Las Súper reglas’ and karate 
movements. Can you form the plural of ‘la manzana’ 
and ‘la fresa’ in Spanish? Year 2 are trying their best 
while learning the Spanish alphabet ‘El alfabeto’ .We 
have been reading some tricky sounds: ‘ca, ce,, ci , co 
, cu’.  Can you read “cuco, casa and cerdo” in 
Spanish? Year 1 have had a fantastic time learning 
numbers from 1 to 10 through games and the song 

‘Los números’ (The numbers). Can you count up to 10 
in Spanish? ¡‘Hasta pronto!’ Miss Rodríguez    
 

Early Years to the rescue!  

 
Foundation Stage are in the middle of another exciting 
topic, sparked by the children’s growing interest in 
superheroes. We started the topic by looking at the 
fabulous book 'Supertato' which has an evil pea who 
causes havoc! We have made our own supertatoes 
and give them super powers such as lightning speed 
and flower power! The evil pea has already started 
causing trouble in our classroom and has captured 
some of the fruit and vegetables we eat for snack. We 
will have to think of how we can catch the evil pea and 
put a stop to his badness! In Maths, we are looking at 
simple addition, solving problems and breaking codes. 
In the outdoor area we have been making laser beam 
challenges for the children to climb through to develop 
their gross motor skills (and help them escape from the 
‘evil pea’!). Foundation Stage Team. 
 

Remarkable Robots in Year 4! 

 
Year 4 are enjoying their Remarkable Robots topic, 
inspired by the book ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes. 
The children created wonderful pieces of art linked to 
the very descriptive first page. Then, they imagined 
that they were the Iron man and wrote diary entries. 
They will also be writing newspaper articles. As part of 
the topic, children will be learning about electricity and 
then using their knowledge to build circuits to use 
inside of their own working robot. They are also 
learning how to create stop motion animations, using a 
computer app. Our topic involves working with Year 2 
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who are also learning about robots - the topic will end 
with the two year groups creating a very special robot. 
Miss Hunter. 
 

Toys old and new (including bears)! 

 
This half term year 1 are learning all about toys old 
and new including bears. We looking at lots of different 
stories such as Goldilocks and the Three Bears and 
we’re thinking of imaginative ways in which we can   
re-tell the story. We started our topic by talking about 
our favourite toys, what they are called and how we 
could describe them. This topic has a history focus and 
the children have already started to think about ways 
in which we can find out about what toys were like in 
the past. On the last week of term, we will be visiting 
Seven Stories in Newcastle where there is currently a 
bear exhibition running - we can’t wait! Miss Stell. 
 

Perfect Pedestrians! 

 
Mrs Dolan’s class have recently completed a six 
week Child Pedestrian Training Programme and have 
developed crucial life skills to keep them safe when 
walking near or crossing busy roads. As part of the 
programme the children gained valuable hands-on 
experience by going out on walks with the programme 
leader to help them put into practise what they had 
learned in the classroom. This has been a very 
valuable experience and we have all enjoyed it! A 
special thank you to Mrs Brunniche, who volunteered 
in all weathers to support the class out on the walks.  
We look forward to welcoming Lorraine back into 

school in the Summer Term ready to deliver the 
programme to Miss Stell’s Class. Mrs Dolan 
 

Our Safety Works Visit 

 
The children recently visited Safety Works at 
Newcastle where they learned how to keep safe in a 
range of situations. The building is divided into 
different areas and the children were given the chance 
to role play situations they may face and learnt how to 
deal with them. They worked with St.John’s 
Ambulance and in a kitchen setting, learning how to 
help someone who maybe injured, choking or even 
unconscious. In the police setting, they learned about 
peer pressure and what could happen to you if commit 
a crime such as shoplifting. In the Metro station 
setting, they found out how to keep safe on the 
platform and what dangers exist at the station.  In the 
house setting, they looked at dangers in a bedroom 
that can cause a fire, such as leaving a laptop on a 
bed.  They were also taught a 5 point escape plan if 
there were in a building and there was a fire.  The 
children had a fantastic afternoon and learned a lot of 
important information.  Once back at school, they used 
this information to write an explanation text about 
keeping safe. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

The Amazing Americas…and ‘Dear Mr Trump’! 
Our new topic this 
half-term is 
Amazing Americas. 
We are looking at 
the continent of 
North America and 
we’ll be studying 
aspects of the 23 

countries that make up North America, looking at the 
physical and human features. In Literacy we will be 
writing a persuasive letter to President Donald Trump 
and the USA Government about child Labour on 
Tobacco Farms across the USA - we wonder if Mr 
Trump will reply to us…or maybe he’ll send us a 
Tweet! 
 
 
 
 

A Reminder that it’s RED NOSE DAY  
on Friday 24

t h
 March! All  families  

will  receive a letter about this soon.  
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D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 
 

 

Fri 24 Mar. Red Nose Day 
Fri 31 Mar - Sun 2 Apr. Derwent Hill residential. 
Mon 10-Fri 21 April. Easter holiday. 
Thurs 11 May. Y5 Safety Campaign- Fire Service. 

 

 

See our Weekly Update, & our website for a full  
list of dates. Also, see Twitter for photos & news 

updates:  twitter.com/Grangetown_PS 

Remarkable Robots with Year 2! 

 
This half term Year 2 are linking up with Year 4 to look 
at the topic ‘Remarkable Robots’. Through this topic 
the children are learning about robots and their special 
features. In science we are exploring mechanisms and 
metal and learning how robots work. We are using the 
story ‘The Robot and the Bluebird’ by David Lucas, to 
produce some narrative writing. In design and 
technology we will design and make our own moving 
robots. It’s all going very well so far – and there’s still 
lots of exciting activities to look forward too! Miss 
Stabler. 
 

Science Bods! 

 
Years 1 & 2 recently learned about different aspects of 
science through dance, when some students from 
Sunderland University led a series of workshops. The 
sessions were fun and interactive and the children had 
the opportunity to take part in a dance routine that 

helped them to name parts of the body including the 
skeleton. Key Stage 1 Team 
 

Year 3 Celebrate ‘Flower Power’! 

 
This term the children's topic is called Flower Power. 
In Literacy the children are focusing on creating their 
own narrative. We have read the story ‘The Lonely 
Beast’ and are using that to help us write our own 
stories. We are looking at the functions of a plant, the 
different parts, and we’ve even been growing our own 
different flowers and plants – including some edible 
ones! In maths, we’re focusing on telling the time and 
on fractions. In music the children are exploring songs 
of the 1960's and practicing performing some. In Art 
the children are using a range of different materials to 
make some flower collages.  
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom….and SATs! 
This half term the children are 
continuing the topic ‘Kensuke’s 
Adventures’, based around the book 
Kensuke’s Kingdom (Michael 
Morpurgo). The children are using 
the book to inspire their writing.  They 
are writing an interview with one of 
the book’s characters, a newspaper 

report and an information text about the animals 
featured in the story. Also, the children are working 
extremely hard preparing for SATs, which begin on 
May 8

th
. They are revising punctuation and grammar 

for the SPaG test and practising reading 
comprehension papers, so they have a good 
understanding about the different types of questions. 
They are working hard in Maths and practicing SATs 
style Maths questions. They’re also attending an after 
school booster club on Tuesdays. They’re giving 100% 
effort and never complain about doing an extra hour of 
school! We’re very proud of the effort and the hard 
work that Year 6 are putting in. Miss A McLoughlin  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


