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Our Ofsted Treat! 

 
As you know, the children were brilliant during our 
recent Ofsted inspection! As always, their behaviour 
was perfect, they were polite, and they really showed 
the inspectors just how hard-working they are – in 
other words they were real stars! This week we gave 
them a special reward – an ice cream from Minchella's 
– it went down a treat! Well done to all GPS children! 
 

Wow – the Summer Fayre was Fab! 

 
Our Parents & Friends Group once again did an 
amazing job in organising our Summer Fayre – what a 
fabulous afternoon we all had! The sun shone and 
there was a wide variety of activities for everyone to 
enjoy, including a selection of stalls, the SAFC 
Speedcage, a Police Van (dressing up!), the stocks, 
tombola, quizzes, and of course our amazing Raffle. 
All in all, the event raised the grand total of £1037.37! 
– fantastic! - thankyou to everyone for your support! 
 

The ‘Speedcage’ Comes to GPS! 

 
Everyone loved having a go at the SAFC Speedcage! 
This was a sponsored event, and thanks to the 
generosity of GPS families, and your determination, 
we have raised £2,350, to be split 50/50 between the 
Foundation of Light and school. Thankyou to everyone 
for this fantastic fundraising effort – a big Well Done!  

 

What an amazing ‘Health Week’! 

 
Recently we celebrated our annual Health Week - lots 
of fun and engaging activities took place. We started 
the week with the children taking part in a football 
session with Kayleigh Appleton, which they thoroughly 
enjoyed. Other activities throughout the week included 
a fire engine visit, an RNLI workshop, Walkwise 
session, and an amazing cookery workshop with 
Canny Kitchen! Activities also included sports sessions 
with Arj, plus the chance to work with the LAF Team 
creating healthy fruit drinks using the Smoothie Bike! 
To finish off the week we had two coaches from Keep 
Active who provided the children with a fun filled 
Military Bootcamp on the field and a Fitblast session in 
the hall. The children thoroughly enjoyed all of the 
activities and learned a great deal about how to stay 
safe and be healthy. Thank you to all the visitors who 
came into school and everyone who helped throughout 
the week to make it a huge success! Mrs. Bracknall. 
 

Our Super Sports Day! 

 
Ellie Cowans and Lacey Kidd (Year 5) write: On the 
17

th
 of July we had some beautiful weather for our 

Sports Day (the week before we had to cancel it 
because of the torrential rain!). Key Stage 2 went out 
on the morning and Key Stage 1 on the afternoon. 
Then we had the relay race at the end of the day which 
was great fun! Year 5 started by doing the hula hoop 
race which is a game where you run to the 1

st
 hoop 

and put it over your head and on and on until you get 
to the 4

th
 hoop. There were lots of other games/races 

too. To finish off we had a race called ‘Dress down’ 
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where you run and put a coat on, then run and put a 
pair of gloves on and then finally run to the scarf and 
put it on - then run back and take off the clothes that 
you’d put on! After that, the relay race begun - 
everyone cheered for their team. In 4

th
 place was 

Benedict (yellow house) with 775 points, in 3
rd

 place 
was Cuthbert (green house) with 784 points, in 2

nd
 

place was Aidan (red house) with 889 points and in 1
st
 

place was Bede (blue house) with 894 points. Blue 
were the reigning champions: winning two years in a 
row!  It was very close between Aidan and Bede. A big 
Well Done to Team Bede! 
 

It’s Time for Bikeability - with Year 5! 

 
Emma Davis and Emma Briton (Year 5) write: Our 
Year 5 children have taken part in ‘Bike ability’ this 
week. On the first day, we got our bikes and helmets (if 
you hadn’t brought a helmet in, then you could borrow 
one). We got on our bikes and rode around the cones 
in the playground and when we got to the corners of 
the square we would put our arm out to signal, to turn 
right/left. We then had a slow race and the last person 
to finish won – you couldn’t put your foot down on the 
floor otherwise you were out. Our 2

nd
 last session was 

the most important one, when we did our test. This 
time we were out on the actual roads instead of in the 
playground. We had to signal to go round corners; we 
had to also look behind before we did anything 
different. Remember - always be safe on bikes and 
make sure you wear a helmet! 
 

A big thank you to our Reception parents! 
All of the Foundation 
Stage staff would like to 
thank Reception parents 
for joining us after school 
to look through your 
child’s books. We hope 
you enjoyed watching the 
slideshow of photos from 
our fantastic year! We 
really do appreciate all of 
the support you have 
given us this year, so 
another huge thank you 
from us! EYFS Team. 

 

Year 3 on tour - Broomhouse Farm! 

 
Year 3 were invited to visit Broomhouse Farm in 
Durham to see what a working farm looks like. We 
were able to visit the pigs and the piglets, collect eggs 
and see the tractors. The children were able to watch a 
display of the sheep dogs herding the sheep and learn 
about the different commands used. We were very 
impressed. In the afternoon we took part in the forest 
trail, where we had to find small doors around the 
forest. We then had to match up the animal behind the 
door with the puzzle sheet each group had. While 
taking part in the trail we were able to have a turn on 
the zipwire. All of the children were very brave and 
tried, even though some of us were scared. We all had 
a great day at the farm. Miss Fraser. 
 

Summer Disco – let’s visit Hawaii! 

 
Everyone had great fun at our end of term, Hawaiian-
themed, Summer Disco! Once again, a huge thanks to 
our Parents & Friends group for organising such a fun-
filled event. Thanks also to our fab DJ – Mr Newby! 
This was a great way to mark the end of an amazing 
year, and also raised valuable funds for the school. 
 

NEWSFLASH: The children will start 
learning French in September! Perfect, 
because it’s the language taught at 
Southmoor too! More news soon. 
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The Year 1 Parents’ Workshop Rocked! 

 
Year 1 had a fantastic morning for their parents’ 
workshop. We had a carousel of summer themed 
activities which covered many areas of the curriculum 
including maths, literacy and art. We decorated 
pebbles, created a seascape using shells collected 
from the beach, created a paper plate octopus, dug in 
the sand for treasure and wrote down our favourite 
holiday memories. We had a fantastic turnout and 
would like to thank all of the parents and carers who 
came along and took part. We appreciate your 
continued support. Mrs Dolan and Miss Stell. 
 

Y6 Leavers’ Assembly – memories & hopes! 

 
The Year 6 children performed their final assembly at 
Grangetown before they head-off to their secondary 
schools in September. The assembly was a time for 
the children to share their memories with the rest of 
the school and their parents and carers. The assembly 
involved the children singing a range of songs from the 
Christmas production of ‘Peter Pan’; ‘Oh Yes We Have 
No Bananas’ from their World War 2 topic and ‘Count 
On Me’ to show how important their friendships have 
been. The children also shared their memories from 
the different year groups (the memories are now online 
- see our website). Even though the assembly, for 
many, was a sad time it was also a happy one as they 
thought back on the good times they have had at 
Grangetown School. We wish the children good luck 
for September and for all they do in the future. Miss A 
McLoughlin and Mrs Millican. 

Year 3 step back in time - Roman Fort trip 

 
In early July, year 3 visited the Roman Fort and 
Museum in Wallsend. We took part in a workshop in 
the morning where we were able to complete our very 
own army training. We had to learn the Roman Oath in 
order to join the army and become auxiliary soldiers. 
The children were able to practise holding the shields 
and spears properly. In the afternoon we were able to 
explore the museum, try on some Roman clothing and 
then visit the site where the Roman Fort once stood. 
Some of the children even stood in the Roman toilets! 
To finish our day we visited the tower where we were 
able to get a fantastic view of the whole site. We also 
watched a video showing us how the site had changed 
over the 2000 years since the Romans were there. We 
had a great day and the children represented the 
school fantastically! Miss Fraser. 
 

Good Luck to Mrs Mitchell! 
Mrs Mitchell recently started her 
maternity leave. I know you will join 
us in wishing her well – her baby is 
due very soon! 

 

Farewell and Good Luck! 

 
We wish the very best of luck to the following staff 
members, who are moving-on at the end of this term: 
Mrs Harris, Miss Fraser, Miss Edokpayi and Miss 
Rodriguez. I know you will join us in thanking them for 
all of their hard work and commitment at GPS, and in 
wishing them Good Luck for the future. 
 

Welcome to Grangetown! 

 
In September, we will welcome several new teachers: 
Miss Lambton (Reception), Miss Beetham (Y1), Miss 
Donaldson (Y2), and Miss Edwards (Y3). Miss Stell, 
who has been with us since Christmas (doing a 
fantastic job in Year 1!) will still be part of our team, as 
a class teacher in Year 1. In addition, we welcome Mrs 
Blackett, who joins us for 2 days a week to teach 
French across the school, and Miss Henry – our new 
teaching assistant in Year 1. We also welcome back 
Mrs Hanlon from her maternity leave – she will be 
teaching our Nursery children, and leading EYFS. 
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Summer concert – our talented musicians! 

 
On Wednesday 12th July, we held our annual Summer 
Concert. To end a fantastic musical year at 
Grangetown our musicians again entertained us with 
their talents. We had an excellent turn-out from 
parents, and the whole school came along too. The 
children from years 2-6, who play the violin, cello, p-
bone and cornets, all wowed us with their musical 
skills. We also had the choir sing their hearts out to a 
range of songs, which was a joy to hear. The children 
have worked extremely hard this year learning their 
instruments and songs and I would like to say a BIG 
well done. Miss Edokpayi. 
 

More New iPads coming soon! 

 
In September, a brand-new set of iPads will arrive, for 
our Year 4 children. Already, every child in years 3-6 
has their own iPad, and from September every child in 
years 2-6 will have an iPad for their own individual use. 
There are also high numbers of iPads in Early Years 
and in Year 1. As a school, we firmly believe that these 
incredible new technologies, well used, can have a 
transformative impact on children’s learning! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

A big, big Thankyou! 
Mr McAnaney writes: On 
behalf of the GPS Team, I’d 
like to thank all GPS families 
for the fantastic support you 
have given the school over the 
past year. We really appreciate 
the encouragement you give 

your child - in so many ways – and we value the way 
you support parent workshops and open days, and the 
fantastic support you give to sponsored events, raffles 
and other fundraising activities. A strong bond between 
home and school, based on trust and respect, really 
makes a positive difference to your child’s learning. 
This has been another very successful year for the 
school, and parents have played an important part in 
that success. Your support is highly valued – 
thankyou! I’d also like to thanks our fantastic team of 
staff here at GPS – they’re all STARS! – they are hard-
working, talented and caring – they ‘go the extra mile’ 
every day, for every child. 
 

 
D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 

 

 

Mon 4 Sep. Staff Training Day (Office open for any parental 
queries or phone calls) 

Tues 5 Sept. School reopens for the new school year! 
 

See our Weekly Update, & our website for a full list of dates for 
this term. Also, see Twitter for photos & news updates:  

https://twitter.com/Grangetown_PS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grangetown’s Got Talent! 

 

On Wednesday 19th July, we had our annual Grangetown's Got Talent show! After a day of 
fantastic auditions, the acts were chosen and we prepared a spectacular variety show. We had a 
mixture of singers, dancers, rapping, football skills, comedians, musical instruments and even hula 
hooping! The acts performed brilliantly and produced a stunning show! I think we can all agree that 
Grangetown certainly does have talent! Well done to all involved. Mrs Bryant-King. 
 

To all GPS Families: We hope you have a fantastic 
Summer Holiday. We look forward to seeing you 
again on Tues 5

th
 September. From the GPS Team. 
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