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Our Ofsted Inspection Success! 

 
Mr McAnaney writes: As you know, our school was 
inspected recently by Ofsted. The Report was issued 
today (30

th
 June)! - copies will be sent to all GPS 

families soon. The Report is very positive – Ofsted 
confirm that we are a good school with many 
significant strengths. There are many lovely quotes – 
here are just a few examples: “The school’s work to 
promote pupils’ personal development and welfare 
is outstanding.”…”Pupils are happy at school 
because they feel valued in this highly supportive 
and positive environment”…”Pupils value the 
kindness and support of their teachers”…Pupils 
feel safe in the school and the vast majority of 
parents agree”…The behaviour of pupils is 
good”…“The vast majority of pupils are polite and 
courteous”…”Pupils show a visible pride in their 
school and their learning”…“Pupils enjoy 
learning”. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all parents for the fantastic support you give GPS. I’d 
also like to say a big Well Done to the children – during 
the inspection (but at ALL other times too, of course!) 
they worked incredibly hard and their behaviour was 
impeccable. I would also – of course – like to say a 
huge thankyou to all GPS staff – what an amazing 
team of staff we have here at GPS – hard working, 
highly committed, super talented and so caring. Well 
done everyone! The Report will go online on Monday 
(school website) – enjoy! 
 

Mackem Memories! 

 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 held a local history 
week, where they found out lots about the history of 
Sunderland.  The children went on visits, had visitors 
in school and completed activities in class.  The Year 6 
children learned about the Victoria Hall disaster of 
1883 and visited the museum to learn more about this.  
The children went to The Donnison School and painted  

 
glass jars to represent the children who died and then 
took part in the memorial service at Mowbray Park.  In 
class, the children wrote a newspaper article about the 
event. The children in Year 5 visited The Donnison 
School and experienced what it was like to be a school 
child in Victorian times. The children dressed as 
Victorians and had lessons. They found it very different 
from their lessons at Grangetown. The children in 
Years 3 and 4 were visited by a lady from Beamish, 
who brought toys and household objects from the past.  
The children learned all about the history of 
Grangetown by looking at maps to show how the area 
has changed.  The children are then following this up 
with a visit to Beamish. In Key Stage 1, the children 
were visited by a lady from the Library Service, who 
showed the children lots of different artefacts and 
discussed what they were and who might have used 
them.  They looked at images of Roker beach from the 
past and today and thought about how things were 
different. During the week, the children also looked at 
photographs which showed what Sunderland was like 
a long time ago and compared them to the Sunderland 
of today. The children had a fantastic time learning 
about their local history and we hope to make this a 
regular themed week in school. Miss McLoughlin.  
 

Dancing at the Empire! 

 
Alex and Kelsie (year 6) write: On the 13

th
 June our 

talented year 6 dancers went to Sunderland Empire to 
perform and show off their fabulous moves. They 
performed a group piece all about Pandora’s Box, 
squeezing in special movements to represent the 
opening of the box for evil and hope. The whole of Key 
Stage 2 came to support along with more than 1,400 
other members of the audience. The dancers were 
very nervous before going on stage but once we 
started to dance it was amazing and we felt fantastic 
when we heard the applause. 
 

Yr 3 Parents’ workshop – Roman Shields! 

 
This term year 3 have started learning about the 
Romans. We have been looking at army life which will 
be further enhanced with our visit to Segedunum 
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Roman Fort and Museum. We invited parents and 
carers to attend our maths and DT workshop where we 
designed and made Roman shields. It was important 
that we used measurement and symmetry to ensure 
that our shields were in the Roman style. The children 
worked really hard to create their own Roman inspired 
designs and then paint and decorate them. We all had 
an enjoyable morning and would like to say a big thank 
you to all of the parents and carers who came. The 
children’s shields look great! 
 

Year 6 Discovery Workshop at SAFC! 

 
The Year 6 children visited the Stadium of Light to take 
part in ‘Work Discovery Week Sunderland’.  The event 
was to allow the children to meet different employers 
and learn about different types of jobs.  Each employer 
had a practical activity set up which the children could 
get involved in and learn a new skill.  There were many 
activities including engineering, plumbing, electrical, 
digital and robotic and manufacturing.  There was also 
the opportunity to meet the army and look at some of 
their equipment and resources.  One of the favourite 
activities was organised by Gentoo.  The children, with 
support from apprentices, where able to complete a 
circuit to light a bulb and place pipes in the correct 
order to make water flow.  The children also enjoyed 
using the robotic activities, such as welding using a 
virtual reality headset and making robots work.  The 
children had a fantastic afternoon and enjoyed learning 
about possible careers for the future. Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Fishy Fun for Early Years! 

 
Both Morning and afternoon Nursery visited ASDA 
recently as part of our topic. We visited the fish counter 
where we saw lots of different fresh fish and it was 
kept on a bed of ice. It was very smelly! We enjoyed 

looking at the whole seabass and we looked inside its 
mouth. We also looked at the fish in the freezers and 
in the tins too. We then had a chance to colour in 
some under the sea sheets before walking back to 
school. Mrs Mitchell 
 

We’re a ‘Wilderness School’! 

 
Some lucky Y4 & 5 children had a wonderful 
opportunity to attend Wilderness School which was 
held at the National Trust Park at Gibside. The aim of 
the day was to create some imagery poems using 
simile, metaphor, personification and alliteration using 
the woodland area as a stimulus. We started the day in 
the ‘Walled Gardens’ looking for inspiration for similes 
and metaphors. We then moved on to the ‘Orangery’ 
where we used the landscape to help us think of some 
personification and alliterations for our poems. We 
were constantly on the ‘look out’ for further inspiration 
as we were trekking through the woods heading to the 
indoor classroom. Once we had arrived in the indoor 
classroom, we worked as a group and put all our ideas 
(that we had collected during the day) together to form 
a poem. We then used our creativity to write our own 
poems. After lunch we walked to an outside classroom 
where Rachael (our Wilderness leader) made a 
campfire for us all to sit around and share our poems 
with each other. Rachel was very impressed with our 
amazing work! Mrs Miller 
 

Year 6 Visit to Mowbray Park 

 
On Friday 16

th
 June, the Year 6 children took part in a 

memorial service at Mowbray Park to remember the 
children who died in the Victoria Hall Disaster of 1883.  
On the 16

th
 June 1883, 183 children were crushed to 

death while waiting to receive a gift after watching an 
entertainment show at the Victoria Hall on Toward 
Road. This year to commemorate the event, 
Grangetown children were invited to be part of the 
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service.  Some of the children had worked with a local 
artist before the visit and decorated glass jars – one for 
each of the children who had died.  These were then 
placed around the statue in Mowbray Park which 
represents the tragic events of 1883.  The service was 
led by the vicar from Whitburn Church and the Lady 
Mayor gave a speech. Four of our children then laid 
flowers and cards at the bottom of the statue.  It was a 
very moving ceremony and the children were very 
proud to be part of it. Miss McLoughlin 
 

Armed Forces Day at Ashbourne Lodge 

 
Our Year 1 children were invited to a special event at 
Ashbourne Lodge for Armed Forces Day.  The children 
worked alongside some of the residents in a variety of 
activities including cake decorating, sewing, mini golf 
and painting! Everyone had a lovely time and as 
always we received a very warm welcome Lodge. The 
children all received a party bag full of goodies to take 
home. Mrs Dolan. 
 

Early Years go ‘Under the Sea’! 

 
Linked to our topic ‘Under the sea’ we were invited to 
the Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens to take 
part in an under the sea workshop. We were met by 
Jennie who read the story of Tiddler to us. We then 
looked in her special under the sea treasure box in 
which Jennie had lots of fish, octopus and shells. We 
then got the opportunity to make our own under the 
sea hats using fish and seaweed - they looked 
fantastic! Upstairs in the museum there are star fish 
and colourful fish that live in tanks! There was even a 
large turtle peeking through the glass! Thank you to 
Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens for our 
lovely visit!  
 
 

Stepping Back In Time! 

 
As part of our local history week, Years 3 and 4 had a 
special visitor from Beamish museum join us in school. 
Katy taught the children all about the history of 
Grangetown, including how the whole area used to be 
a farm. Children looked at historical maps showing 
Sunderland over many years and they looked at how 
the area changed. Katy also brought objects used 
many years ago. The children’s favourite toys were the 
visual toys such as the kaleidoscopes. They were 
amazed at what people did for fun before televisions!  
Miss Hunter. 
 

Sounds of Beamish 

 
As part of an exciting project with the Tom Cowie 
Trust, Year 4 went on their second visit to Beamish 
museum this year. The theme of the visit this term was 
Sound. The first thing children did was to go on a 
treasure hunt around the miners cottages, searching 
for any objects which made sound. After that, they 
went to see how the mine shaft was controlled and the 
hooter was explained to them. The children even got 
their own turn of sounding the hooter which called all 
of the miners to work (it could be heard from great 
distances). As well as looking at objects which made 
noises, children also looked at how sounds were 
transmitted. The highlight of their day was learning 
about the BAT phone. Children were extremely 
amused that they had to wind up the phone in order to 
give the other telephone enough power to ring. 
Children then went to see the musical instruments 
which Beamish had to offer. The children had a 
fantastic day visiting the museum and learnt lots. Miss 
Hunter.  
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Y4 Parents’ Workshop – ‘Buzzing’! 

 
This week Year 4 parents were invited to join their 
children for a science workshop. Parents and children 
were given a challenge to make their buzzer work with 
only a battery, split pins and paper clips. Everyone 
worked excellently to make a fully working circuit. 
Children then investigated different materials to see if 
they were conductors or insulators. We had a fantastic 
turn out so thank you very much for all of your support.  
Miss Hunter. 
 

Y5 Parents’ workshop – Mayan Masks! 

 
Ellie and Katie write: Y5 had a magnificent  parents' 
workshop recently, creating Mayan masks. We had 
different materials to decorate our Mayan Masks with, 
including feathers, straws, paint, pens, paper and felt. 
Before the parents came we painted our mask 
background. At 2:00 the parents came in and found a 
seat. Y5 sat on the carpet and some children stood up 
and told the parents what they learned so far about the 
Mayans. Then Mrs Miller and Mrs Bracknall showed us 
a PowerPoint to explain to the parents about Mayan 
masks. We explained why the Mayans wore masks. 
The Kings nobles, priests used to wear them and 
Warriors used them to intimidate their enemies. Also 
the when the kings died (just like the Egyptians) they 
would have funeral masks. By Ellie Cowans and Katie 
Tyler (year 5). 

 

 

Violin Play afternoon! 

 
On Thursday 22

nd
 June children from Years 3 to 6 

went along with Ms Christie and Mrs Appleton to 
Hudson Road Primary to take part in a violin and cello 
play day. The children were joined by four other 
schools from around Sunderland. They spent the 
afternoon playing games using their instruments as 
well as collaborating to perform well known songs. 
Some children were very brave and got up on the 
stage to perform solos! The children had a lovely 
afternoon and they were a credit to our school. Two of 
our Y6 children, Olivia and Kelsea, have written an 
article about the afternoon: On Tuesday year 3, 4, 5 
and year 6 violin players went to Hudson Road for a 
violin play afternoon. It was nice seeing other children 
play, letting their skills shine. Also it was fun because 
we watched a PowerPoint where Blue, who was a 
Smurf, guided us through the afternoon. We had to 
guess where he was going by listening to the music; 
he went to places like China, India, France and a 
tropical island. It was good that Mrs Mapplebeck (our 
violin teacher) was directing the afternoon so it wasn’t 
a teacher we didn’t know. At the end Hudson Road 
were kind enough to offer us all juice and biscuits. At 
the end we got a series of questions asking if we had 
enjoyed the afternoon. By Kelsie and Olivia D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 

 
 

Mon 3-7 July. Health Week. 
Tues 4 July. Y3 Broomhouse Farm.  
Tues 4 July. Nursery & Rec Parents' Meetings (2.30-3.15 
current N going into Rec) (3.30: New N&R). 
Thurs 6 July. Sports Day (am EYFS&KS1, pm KS2). 
Mon 10 July. 2.45pm. Parents’ Meeting (current Rec, new Y1). 
Tues 11 July. Y6 Leavers' Assembly (2.30). 
Wed 12 July. Y1 Parent Workshop (9.15-10.15).  
Wed 12 July. Summer Concert (2.30pm). 
Thurs 13 July. 2.30-4.00pm: Summer Fayre. 
Mon 17-Thurs 20 July. Bikeability Y5. 
Tues 18 July. Move On Up Day (children are meeting next 
year’s teachers between 11-12) & Y6 at Southmoor all day 
Wed 19 July. Nursery at Fuzzy Ed’s. 
Wed 19 July. Grangetown’s Got Talent! 
Thurs 20 July. Summer Disco 3.30-5.00pm. 
Fri 21 July. End of Term – School Closes at 1pm. 
Tues 5 Sept. School reopens for the new school year! 
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