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Year 6 Songwriters - Unsung Hero Project  

 
 

Our Year 6 children once again worked with Marty 
Longstaff, a local songwriter, and Janet from the No 
Limits Theatre Group, to continue their work writing a 
song about the First World War. The afternoon began 
with the children completing a range of warm up 
games to get them ready for the main activity.  The 
children were shown an image of First World War 
soldiers in a trench and asked to think about the 
emotions these men would have experienced. The 
children then had to write a sentence to describe one 
of these emotions. Next the children, had to think 
about what they were thankful for in their own lives and 
again write a sentence to explain this.  The ideas that 
the children came up with will be used to form the 
verses of the song.  Marty and Janet then showed the 
children what the chorus of our song was and the 
children began to rehearse it. The completed song will 
be performed by the children at Sunderland Minister, 
where they will take part in a worship linked to the play 
War Horse, which is set at the time of the First World 
War. Then children will then watch a performance of 
the show, at the Empire! Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Year 6 are working so hard!  

 
Our Year 6 children are busy preparing for their SATs, 
which take place the week beginning 13

th
 May. They 

are focused and enthusiastic, as they get to grips 
Maths, reading comprehension and SPaG (Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar). The children are working 
very hard and are further developing both the skills 
and the knowledge to complete the SATs. And – 
they’re still doing the creative side of the curriculum – 
e.g. music, dance, French, etc. Well done Year 6 – 
keep it up! Miss McLoughlin and Miss Hunter. 

 

How to be Healthy! 

 
 

In French this half-term, Y5 have been learning about 
how to stay healthy. As well as talking about what our 
children do eat to stay healthy, they have been writing 
about what they don’t eat and drink because those 
things are not as good for you. Using mini whiteboards 
gives our children a chance to write some lovely 
French sentences without worrying about making 
mistakes. Madame Blackett has been very impressed 
with the progress that Y5 are making. Bravo les 
enfants! Madame Blackett. 
 

This is the Greatest Show! 

 
 

Our topic for Spring 1 has focused on the Circus. The 
children have enjoyed starting this topic off by bringing 
in home projects linked to the circus. Their ideas were 
fantastic! We have enjoyed reading a story with a 
circus setting, making popcorn, writing a fact file and 
making elephant toothpaste. We have recently started 
to learn about the animals in the circus and we are 
currently on the hunt for a tiger that is lost in our 
school. We have written party invitations for him to 
come to our tiger tea party like the one out of the story 
‘The Tiger who Came To Tea’. We hope he doesn’t eat 
all of the food like he does in the story! We have even 
had a fabulous circus workshop, with Circurama, when 
we learned lots of different circus skills and activities. 
Miss Beetham 
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Monozukuri Caravan at Nissan  

 
The children visited Gateshead College, which is 
based at Nissan, to take part in the Monozukuri 
Caravan Event. The day began with the children 
learning about Nissan cars and about the Nissan 
factory. They were then given Lego and with a partner 
had to make their own car. After this, the children were 
placed into teams had to make a model Nissan car 
from the Lego as though they were part of a production 
line, with each child being responsible for making and 
checking a different part of the car. They had to make 
the cars in the quickest time possible.  After lunch, the 
children learned about how parts of the car are made 
and about electric cars. They also saw one of the 
robots that help to make the cars and it even drew a 
picture for two of the children. They then had a chance 
to test their reaction skills on the Formula 1 racing 
track and on a light reaction grid. Back in the 
classroom, the children tested their co-ordination skills 
on a range of activities including using a drill to put in 
and take out screws and getting dents out of a sheet of 
metal.  The children really enjoyed their day and the 
new and fun experiences they had. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

Class 2NS head for the Antarctic! 

 
 

This half term in Y2 our topic is called ‘Frozen Planet’. 
We’ve been learning about the different continents but 
those especially in the North and South. We have read 
a lovely story called the ‘Little Penguin’ which is about 
an Adelie penguin who lives in the Antarctic. She is 
feeling lonely so decides to go on a long journey to find 
a friend. The children have enjoyed learning about 
penguins and writing their own versions of the story. 
We have also learned about the Inuit people who live 
in the Arctic and how their lives are very different from 
our own. Miss Stabler 

Roll up, roll up! 

 
This half term we have been learning all about the 
circus. To start off our topic the children brought in 
projects from home. Everyone had fantastic ideas and 
we were very impressed with the quality of their work. 
We’ve been reading the story of ‘The singing mermaid’ 
and have been creating our own circus stories. During 
our topic we have enjoyed completing experiments 
linked to different circus skills. We particularly enjoyed 
pretending to be a tightrope walker and learning which 
materials would be best to make a circus tent. We 
have enjoyed our circus workshop with Circurama 
where we learned many circus skills including juggling 
and plate spinning! Miss Lambton.  
 

Early Years to the Rescue!  

 
This half term in Foundation Stage has been action 
packed with our latest topic - ‘Superheroes’!  We had 
lots of exciting activities planned and the children were 
hooked from the start! We designed our own 
superheroes and thought about what super powers 
they would have as well as creating their costume and 
logo. We looked at real life superheroes such as the 
police and carried our own detective work to find out 
who stole our sandpit! We did some ‘top secret’ writing 
and even some code breaking in maths. We have 
finished out topic using one of our favourite stories 
‘Supertato’ and then ‘Supertato Veggies in the Valley 
of Doom’. This week we will be designing and making 
our own treasure map and making obstacle courses 
outside to re-enact the story. EYFS staff. 
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Y2 Visit the Arctic! - Frozen Planet 

 
Our topic this half term in 2 is Frozen Planet, and as 
part of this topic we have been learning about The 
Arctic and Antarctica. The topic was really brought to 
life when the children enjoyed a few days of snow here 
in sunny Sunderland! We have used a story called 
‘Little Penguin’ as our class text and the children 
thoroughly enjoyed writing their own version of this.  
We have also found out about the animals that live in 
the North and South Pole and what their habitat is like.  
We have specifically studied the Adelie Penguin and 
the children created posters with lots of facts. Mrs 
Dolan. Did you know: The Antarctic is the coldest 
place on Earth and can reach temperatures as low 
as -50 degrees! Brrrrrrr! 
 

From Trash to Treasure! 

 
Since coming back to school after Christmas, Year 3 
CT have been learning all about recycling and the 
environment. In Science, we have studied forces and 
magnets and have even made our own magnetic 
compasses using water and magnets. In English, we 
have focused on the book ‘The Tin Forest’. The 
children have been really engrossed in this book and 
have thoroughly enjoyed the activities we have done. 
We have written descriptive poems, wrote an advert 
seeking a friend and took part in drama sessions. We 
have also written some fantastic letters to ASDA to 
persuade everyone to recycle. In art, we have depicted 
the painting ‘Tiger in a tropical storm’ by Henri 
Rousseau. We are so proud of our work this half term! 
Miss Tose. 

If in Doubt, Don’t Throw it Out! 
This half term Y3VS 
have been looking at 
the book ‘The Tin 
Forest’. We have been 
learning all about 
magnets and forces, 
and recycling. We have 
used magnets to 
identify the magnetic 
field and have tested 
everyday items in the 
classroom to see 
whether or not they 
are magnetic. In 
literacy we have been 
acting out sections of 
our book, taking into 
account the 
characters feelings 
and expressions. We 
have also been 
writing some 
wonderful letters to 

the people of Grangetown to 
persuade them to recycle. We were inspired to do this 
by the main character in our story. We can’t wait to go 
and display them in ASDA! Miss Stell  
 

We are the Neverdead! 

 
The Year 6 topic this term is called ‘We are the 
Neverdead’ and is based around the novel ‘The 1000 
Year Old Boy’ by Ross Welford.  The story is about a 
boy, called Alfie, who was born in Anglo Saxon times 
and who can’t die because of a special pearl he has.  
The story describes the adventures he has with two 
children in modern times. The children are using the 
ideas in the book to inspire their writing. They have 
written a long narrative about the boy’s life and have 
written a persuasive letter using a theme from the 
story. The children are also very busy with SATs 
revision in Maths, reading and SPaG. They have also 
enjoyed working with Marty Longstaff and Janet from 
the No Limits Theatre group to write and perform a 
song with a First World War theme. Miss McLoughlin 
and Miss Hunter.  
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Groovy Greeks – Y5 

 
This half-term the children have been learning about 
the Greeks. In Literacy, we have used our the Power 
of Reading strategies based around a book called ‘The 
Adventures of Odysseus’, about Odysseus’s 
adventures after the Greeks conquered Troy. During 
topic time, we have looked at what life was like for the 
ancient Greeks, including the Greek Gods, warfare, 
clothing and food. In Geography we have looked at 
where Greece is located, and which countries and 
seas surround it. In art, the children have used their 
creative skills to design and make a Greek vase using 
the ‘scratch-art’ technique. To finish off our topic, the 
children will have a Greek day where they will have the 
opportunity to dress up and sample some traditional 
Greek food. Mrs Miller & Mrs Bracknall 
 

Herzlichen Wilkommen! 

 
In year 5, we were lucky enough to have a full day to 
learn more about what it would be like to live in 
Germany. Firstly, we did our own research to 
understand more about the geography and culture of 
the country and we all discovered some facts which we 
could share with the class. We also learnt about what it 
is like at school in Germany. We were surprised to 
learn that children start school at 8am and that they 
don’t wear a uniform! We also tried our hand at 
German handwriting which was a little tricky. We liked 
the idea that, on the first day of school, children are 
given a ‘Schultüte’ which is a cone shaped container 
which is filled with gifts such as stationery and sweets. 
We made and decorated our own Schultüte which was 
great fun or ‘viel Spaβ’ as German children would say. 
Madame Blackett. 

Making music at Grangetown! 

 
The children have started the year brilliantly in Music 
and have been doing some very exciting, creative 
projects. Here’s a little glimpse of what each class 
have been up to. In Y1 we have been learning to sing 
lots of new songs and have tried creating some Circus 
sounds using a variety of different instruments. Y2 
have been exploring ‘Arctic sounds’ listening to and 
describing music that represents the atmosphere of 
the Arctic. They have also worked in groups to create 
their own Arctic pieces. Our Y3 children have been 
looking at metallic sounds, creating a piece of ‘metallic 
forest’ music using different groups of metal 
instruments. They have loved using the different sized 
triangles, tambourines and glockenspiels. It’s machine 
music for Y4! They have been doing lots of listening 
and exploring how music can perfectly replicate the 
sounds of machinery, trains and moving cogs. Lots of 
excellent listening skills and creative thinking here! Our 
fabulous Y5 class have been looking at themes and 
musical patterns that represent the Greek Gods. They 
have even composed some of their own themes to 
match different Greek Gods such as Hades, Poseidon, 
Zeus and Aphrodite. In Y6 we have been learning to 
play the keyboards. The children have developed their 
notation skills and have all been learning a variety of 
melodies and chords on the keyboards. Very 
impressive stuff, with lots of performances too. 
Excellent work form everyone - keep up the musical 
magic! Mrs Bryant-King. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Thurs 14 Feb. Valentine’s Disco  
Fri 15 Feb. Y5 Greek Day 
Mon 18 - Fri 22 Feb. Half Term - School Closed 
Mon 25 Feb. Y1LL Walkwise 
Mon 11 Mar. Y1LL Walkwise 
Wed 13 Mar. Y3 to Broomhouse Farm 
Mon 18 Mar.Y1LL Walkwise 
Tues 19 Mar. Y4 to Beamish 
Mon 8 – 19 April. Easter Holiday 
Mon 13 - Fri 17 May. Y6 SATs 

 

 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 
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