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Year 4 are Skipping Champions! 

 
This term, the children have been working hard in PE 
to improve their skipping skills. This culminated in 
them taking part in a skipping competition involving 
three other schools. In the competition, the children 
had to complete individual skills challenges – including 
for example, the double and single bounce, the side 
swing, cross-over and pretzel. We then had some 
partnered skills to perform a face to face skip and the 
butterfly. All the schools then performed a skipping 
dance where different skills could gain more points! 
Finally, teams of 6 and 10 used the long rope to run 
and jump out and make a figure of eight in the ‘keep 
the pot boiling’! The children have all worked so hard 
on their individual skills and on their team dance, and 
many of them won gold, silver or bronze certificates. 
When all of the points were added… Grangetown were 
the WINNERS! We will now have to continue to 
practise as we will be taking part in the regional finals 

at the Beacon of Light! Mrs Millican 

 
Year 1 meet the Agility challenge! 
 

Y1KB had a fantastic morning 
attending their first sports 
event at Silksworth Centre. 
They participated in many 
different agility activities. 
During the event, they 
displayed excellent team 
work skills. They made sure 
all of their team was doing 
well and helped each other 
when needed. They were 
excellent ambassadors for 
GPS. Well done Y1! Miss 
Beetham 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
At GPS we’re all ‘Little Inventors’! 

 
Once again, we have had a very successful ‘Science 
Week’. The children this year became innovators 
whilst designing a ‘green’ invention. Each class was 
given the challenge of inventing something that would 
benefit the environment. To start off, the children 
looked at everyday appliances that used energy and 
we discussed how they were powered. We then looked 
at modern day inventions that tackle environmental 
issues. Then came the real challenge of designing 
something that has no carbon footprint, or something 
that benefits the environment in some way. The 
outcomes were amazing. We had a large variety of 
inventions ranging from a hat that collects rainwater to 
a robot that roams the Amazon rainforest planting 
trees in order to combat deforestation. A selection of 
these inventions will be uploaded to the ‘Little 
Inventors’ website. Who knows, one of our Inventions 
might be the next ‘big thing’!. Karla Miller 

 
World Book Day 2019 – 
Reading Rocks! 
What a wonderful World Book 
Day we had this year! To start 
our fun filled day off all the 
children swapped classes to 
read to someone new. This was 
lovely to see and the children 
enjoyed working with someone 
older or younger than 

themselves. For the rest of the day each class 
chose an international story that they read together 
and explored in a variety of activities. We had 
everything from drumming in Early Years to a poetry 
performance in Y2. As part of the celebrations we ran 
a competition for the children where they had to 
produce a piece of work or writing based on the books 
they love to read. We had some great entries and 
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A reminder that we offer: 
 

 Free Places for 2 year olds – 15 hours a week – 
check eligibility with our school office staff. 

 Breakfast Club – every day – 7.45 a.m. onwards. 
Just £1.20 - Fantastic value! 

 Home from Home – after school care – Mon to Fri 
3.15 until 5.00pm. Just £2.50 per session – 
Fantastic value! 
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some very deserving winners. These were announced 
in our celebration assembly where each winner chose 
a book to take home. Miss Stabler and Miss Hunter 
 

Joyeuses Pâques! 

 
We have been embracing the theme of Easter in our 
French lessons in Key Stage 1 and lower Key Stage 2. 
In Key Stage 1, our children have been enjoying an 
egg hunt which has helped them to remember the 
French names for numbers and colours. In year 3, we 
have been learning how to say which fruit we do and 
do not like. This has culminated in searching for les 
oeufs or eggs which contain prompts to help us write 
about our likes and dislikes. Everyone was very keen 
to write their sentences and hide that egg so they 
could find another one!  
 

Year 3 on Tour - Botanical Gardens 

 
Y3 had a fantastic visit to the Botanical Gardens in 
Durham. In the morning we completed an adventure 
trail in order to find the hidden word in the puzzle. 
During the trail we learnt lots of interesting facts about 
the trees and leaves and the habitats which they 
create for different animals. After lunch we entered the 
greenhouse where there were plants from all over the 
world. First we entered the desert where there were 
many cacti and they were all different shapes and 
sizes. We learnt about how they expand in order to 
store water. There was also an aloe vera plant which 
we were able to cut into. Inside was a sticky gel which 
was very smelly! We then went to the rainforest where 
there was a lot less light. There was a button which we 
could press to make it rain. For the last part of our 
journey we went to see plants that live in water. We 
were able to pick these out and were surprised to see 
that their roots looked like hair. We had a fantastic day 
and were provided with so many excellent learning 
opportunities! As always, the children were super role 
models for GPS. Miss Tose & Miss Stell. 

Year 3 on Tour again - Broomhouse Farm 
Y3 recently made 
their second trip to 
Broomhouse Farm 
in Durham. We 
enjoyed seeing the 
changes that had 
occurred since our 
last visit. The 
biggest change was 
that the ewes were 
nearly ready to give 
birth to their lambs! 
We found out that 
the coloured spots 
on their backs tell 
you how many 
baby lambs they 
are going to have! 
One spot on 
shoulder means 1, 

one spot in the middle means 2, one spot at the back 
means 3 and two spots at the back means 4! We spent 
the morning with the Aberdeen Angus Bulls, Ewe’s and 
hens. The afternoon was spent in the woodlands area 
exploring and foraging. Another excellent visit had by 
all! We can’t wait for our Summer term visit! Miss Tose 
and Miss Stell. 
 

Ukuleles Unite! 

 
 

Our Y5 class have started to learn the Ukuleles in their 
music lessons recently. They started by looking at how 
the Ukulele works and learned how to hold it correctly. 
Next they looked at how to read Ukulele music and 
which fingers they needed to use to play the strings. 
Everyone listened really carefully and were ready to 
learn the chords. In a very short space of time, our 
Y5’s could play 3 chords, C, Am and F! They played 
altogether, strumming in time and changing from one 
chord to the next. They sound brilliant already. Their 
teamwork, concentration and listening skills are 
fantastic, I’m so impressed with how quickly they’ve 
picked up playing a new instrument. They can already 
sing a song whilst playing! Fantastic work Y5, keep it 
up! Mrs Bryant-King. 
 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/


See this in glorious colour at: www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk  

Top of the League! 

 
The good form of our football team has carried on into 
the second half of the season. For example, we 
recently achieved a 7 – 0 win against New Silksworth, 
with goals scored by Ellis x 4 and Anton x 3. We had a 
tough game against Richard Avenue - they took the 
lead midway through the first half only for Jamie to 
quickly equalise. As the game rolled into added time, 
Grangetown won a corner which was cleared but only 
as far as Nathan. He played a pass with pinpoint 
accuracy to Ellis on the left edge of the penalty area, 
who dribbled the ball into the area and fired a shot into 
the back of the net - giving us the win with the last kick 
of the game! Another tough game followed, against 
South Hylton. GPS took the lead in the first half with a 
goal from Leland. The second half was an end to end 
contest with both teams having good chances to score. 
At the final whistle it was a one nil win for Grangetown. 
As of yet our football team remain unbeaten in the 
football league and sit proudly at the top. Mr B Newby 
 

 Buddy Bench Competition Winners! 

 
We had a fantastic response to our Design a Buddy 
Bench Competition! Thankyou to everyone who took 
part. The school council and playground buddies met 
and looked through all of the designs and selected 
their favourites to be entered into a draw.  The lucky 
winners were announced during assembly on our Red 
and White Day and each child selected received a 
Sunderland Shirt.  Well done everyone, next step is to 
get them made!  Watch this space. Mrs Dolan 
 

Parent Workshops a great success! 
We’d like to thank parents and 
carers for the fantastic support 
you gave to our recent parent 
workshops. The turn-out for 
every workshop was very high, 
and the children absolutely 
loved working alongside their 
mams, dads, grans, granddads, 
etc, on a range of fun learning        

tasks! Well done everyone and – thankyou! 

Our Amazing Gymnasts! 

 
Recently, our gymnastic team were invited to compete 
in the Key Steps competition at AAA Gymnastic Centre 
in Southwick. Fourteen children (aged between 7-11) 
in total took part in the competition. The children 
competed in floor and vault. They also had the 
opportunity to have a turn at beam, bars and on the 
trampolines. I was very proud of all the children. For 
many, this was their very first competition. They were 
up against many others and we look forward to hearing 
if any of our children will progress further onto the 
Tyne and Wear finals. Fingers crossed! Mrs Miller 
 

Year 4 are detectives at Beamish! 

 
As part of a year-long project, the year 4 children had 
the wonderful opportunity to work with Beamish once 
again. For our Spring visit, we first had a workshop day 
in school where two visitors from Beamish came to 
show us lots of artefacts from the past. We learned all 
about what roles women had in the home and all about 
the life of a miner. We were taught some fabulous 
songs and some of us even got to dress up! The 
following day, we visited Beamish ourselves. In the 
morning, we took part in a workshop called the James 
White Enquiry where we were told a story about a little 
boy who had had an accident in the mines. The 
children then had the opportunity to question different 
characters to try and work out what had actually 
happened to James. In the afternoon, we started to 
look around the Town. We all had another fantastic 
day! Mrs Millican. 
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Water Safety with the RNLI! 

 
 

On Tuesday 26th March the RNLI visited school to talk 
to us about how to stay safe at the beach. We learnt all 
about the various dangers that can be found at our 
local beaches and what we can do to ensure we look 
after ourselves. We found out about the role of the 
RNLI and the lifeguards. We all now know how to 
avoid dangers that might hurt us, what to do if we get 
lost at the beach and what to do if someone else is in 
trouble. We played lots of fun games and got dressed 
up. The children really enjoyed the session. Miss 
Stabler. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red and White Day – we had a ball! 
We had an amazing day, 
celebrating Sunderland 
getting to Wembley. 
Everyone wore red and 
white, the sun shone and 
the sky was a deep blue 
– a beautiful day (and a 
longer playtime to enjoy 
it!). Our Friends of 
Grangetown parents 
group very kindly 
prepared red & white 
biscuits and special red 
champagne, all of 

which went down well! We also raised £200 towards 
the Caring for Craig charity, to help Miss Henry’s 
brother – we would like to thank parents, carers and 
children for your very generous donations. Though 
Sunderland didn’t win the Cup, we’re sure they’ll 
bounce back, and we look forward to another Red and 
White Day to celebrate promotion! Ha’way the Lads! 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Fri 5 April, 1.00pm: Start of Easter holiday. Happy Easter! 
Mon 8 – Mon 22 April. Easter Holiday (including Bank 
Holiday days). 
Tue 23

 
April: School reopens for the start of Term. 

Mon 13 - Fri 17 May. Year 6 SATs. 
 

 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 

Wow – Year 4 Dancers at the Beacon of Light Dance Festival 

 
Taking part in a dance festival, Year 4 had the fantastic opportunity to visit the Beacon of 
Light! Along with five other schools, the boys and girls learned two different dances and 
then performed them to each of the schools and then all together with all the other children. 
It was a fabulous celebration of dance and the children had a wonderful time. Mrs Millican 
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