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Zoolab vists Year 4! 

 
To enhance our rainforest topic, the children had a 
wonderful visit from Zoolab this half term. We were 
able to have hands-on experiences of a tarantula and 
of frogs. We even had the opportunity to hold or stroke 
giant land snails, cockroaches, a snake and a rat! We 
talked about which layers of the rainforest each of the 
animals would live and discussed diet, habitat and how 
they have adapted to their environment. The children 
asked some really interesting questions and listened 
really well. We watched the snake slither across the 
floor and the rat run and jump into its box. At first, it 
was a little bit scary, but the children became more 
and more confident and really enjoyed handling the 
different animals. Mrs Millican 
 

 

Look at what we offer at GPS!... 

Free Places for 2 year olds 
15 hours a week – check eligibility 
with our school office staff. 

 

Breakfast Club 
Every day – 7.45 a.m. onwards. 
Just £1.20 - fantastic value! 

 

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri from 
3.15 until 5.00pm. Just £2.50 per 
session – amazing value! 

 

 

 

Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots! 

 
In Year 1KB, our topic for this half-term goes by the 
name of ‘Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots’! We have 
already enjoyed getting stuck into this topic during our 
weekly Woodland Wednesday sessions where we 
have been learning about trees, plants and minibeasts. 
We have planted carrots and cress and have enjoyed 
watching them grow and testing which environment 
they grow best in. Not only have we been learning 
about plants growing, we have also been watching the 
life cycle of frogs and ducklings. We have watched 
both grow from eggs and we have been observing the 
changes to their appearance. Miss Beetham. 
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Mini & Mega Moves - Places available! 

 
 

Led by professional dance teacher Anna Hall. A 
fantastic opportunity for your child to learn new 
skills, be creative, & keep fit! Great value at just 
£2 per session. Bookings via our Office, please. 

 Mini-Moves: Mondays 3.30-4.30. For girls & 
boys in yrs 1 & 2. Just £2.00 per session. 

 Mega Moves. Fridays 3.30-4.30. For girls & 
boys in yrs 3,4,5,6. Just £2.00 per session. 
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Step into the woods… 

 
This half-term we have been learning about animals 
and their habitats. We have learned about woodland 
and have been looking at the different types of 
animals. We have also learned about the lifecycle of a 
duck and held our ducklings! We have also enjoyed 
planting carrots, radishes and spring onions. We are 
currently watching them grow and are testing which 
environment they grow best in. Miss Lambton. 
 

Our Brilliant Bodies! 

 
This half term Y3CT have been learning all about the 
skeletal system and healthy eating. We began by 
exploring the food groups and tasted a range of 
healthy foods. We then moved onto looking at foods 
from around the world and discussed food customs in 
different countries. We even made our own vegetable 
soup which was delicious! In groups, we built our own 
skeletons and named the bones confidently. Using 
cotton buds, we created our own skeleton characters 
just like in the Funnybones story. We have had a 
fantastic half term and can’t wait to find out what we 
are learning about next! Miss Tose. 

From Dear Zoo to Mad about Minibeasts! 

 
We‘ve thoroughly enjoyed our latest animal topic. We 
started off by reading Dear Zoo and looked at the 
animals the zoo were sending. We looked at how the 
animals were different - some were tall, heavy, grumpy 
etc. We then decided what pets we’d like and Miss 
Davison and Miss Pickering brought in their pets for us 
to meet. We loved going on minibeast hunts outdoors! 
We had lots of fun reading the hungry caterpillar and 
making butterfly biscuits and tasting lots of different 
fruit that he ate. Then, we read Norman the Slug with 
the Silly Shell and we made our own edible Norman 
the slugs to take home. We also looked at how 
Norman the Slug was freed from the birds by making 
our own slime and we loved feeling it. Mrs Mitchell. 
 

Dear Zoo… 

 
This half-term we have learned lots of new things 
through our topic ‘Dear Zoo’. We started off by going 
on an animal hunt around the classroom, finding the 
animals from the story and describing them. We wrote 
our own letter to the zoo to ask for our animal back. 
We’ve been playing lots of games in the finger gym to 
help feed the animals with tweezers to develop our 
pincher grip. We then linked this to finding out about 
pets that we might have at home such as a dog, cat, 
rabbit and hamster and watched videos about how to 
care for them. We even had a dog, rabbit and hamster 
visit our classroom for the morning! We really enjoyed 
collecting data from the class about our favourite 
animals and recorded this in a tally chart. We have had 
lots of ladybirds in our garden so we decided to link 
this to our topic and find out information about them. 
The children created some excellent ladybird fact files 
to tell everyone what they’d found out. To end our topic 
we have been reading and making our own minibeast 
riddles and we will be visited by Zoo lab on Friday to 
hold some unusual minibeasts. Mrs Hanlon. 
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Our 3rd visit to  Broomhouse Farm! 

 
Year 3 had a fabulous time with Farmer Jane and 
Ruth. When we arrived, we found out that the Ewes 
had given birth to their baby lambs and we got to see a 
few of them! One of the pigs had just given birth to 15 
piglets that day before we arrived and we were so 
excited to stroke them!  As a special treat, we watched 
Belle the sheep dog round the sheep up with Harriet 
who has been training Belle - we could definitely see 
some improvements from last time we visited! Farmer 
Jane showed us around her garden where she grows 
a lot of produce which is sold in the farm shop. We 
picked rhubarb and saw the beehives! On the 
afternoon, we had fun in the woodland area. A big 
thank you to Broomhouse Farm for three fantastic 
visits this year!  Miss Tose and Miss Stell. 
 

Y1 trip to Washington Wetlands Centre 

 
Y1 thoroughly enjoyed their trip to Washington 
Wetland Centre. They were very excited that a double 
decker bus came to collect us to take us to sunny 
Washington. During the day, the children took part in 
many different activities such as pond dipping, where 
they got to fish for many different pond creatures and 
look at them on the cameras, mini-beast hunting as 
well as searching for the Lego wetland animals. They 
were very brave and fed many different types of ducks 
out of their hands! They especially liked looking at the 
black swan.  Miss Beetham. 

J’adore les animaux! 

 
Year 2 have been learning the names of some animals 
in French this half-term. This has helped them with 
their pronunciation and Madame Blackett has been so 
impressed with how well the children can say some 
really tricky words - they sound fantastic! The highlight 
for many of the children has been to make their own 
animal faces using paper plates and writing speech 
bubbles so they can pretend to be that animal and say 
what they are called and what kind of animal they are. 
I’m sure you’ll agree that they’ve done a great job. 
Bravo les enfants! Mrs Blackett. 
 

Year 4 Radiant Rainforests 

 
For the first half of the summer term, the year 4 
children have been learning all about the rainforest. 
We looked at maps and atlases to find out where the 
rainforests in the world are and found out about the 
climate of a rainforest. We researched all about the 
different layers – the emergent, canopy, under storey 
and forest floor – and then found out all about the 
animals and plants that live in each layer. We used a 
branching diagram in science to help us to identify 
different species of animals and plants. Whilst reading 
our class book, The Great Kapok Tree, the children 
have learned all about deforestation and how 
important the rainforests are to our planet.Mrs Millican. 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/


See this in glorious colour at: www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk  

Year 6 – ‘Sats Super Stars’! 

 
We would all like to say a huge well done to Y6 - they 
were fantastic during SATs week! The children 
completed six test papers in total, SPaG, spelling, 
reading and then three maths papers! Every single 
child should be proud of themselves as they all tried 
their very hardest. We were amazed by their 
determination throughout the week. The children even 
got out of bed early and came to school for breakfast 
with friends each day. We hope that no matter what 
the results are, the children are all proud of everything 
they have achieved. We’d like to also thank all parents 
and carers for the support you have given the children 
– well done! Miss Hunter and Miss McLoughlin. 
 

We just can’t wait to start the Lion King! 

 
Y5 have been working very hard learning about the 
characters from their upcoming musical ‘The Lion 
King’. They all took part in a script reading and have 
been learning the songs with some dramatic actions. 
Everyone in the class was given the opportunity to 
audition for the parts of their choice and I was 
overwhelmed by how many children wanted big parts! 
We certainly have bags of enthusiasm and talent in 
Y5. The auditions were held and I was so impressed 
with everyone. It made the casting decisions very 
difficult indeed. With the help of Miss Crooks, and after 
a lot of deliberation the cast is as follows: Young 
Simba - Josh D, Adult Simba - Anton B, Young Nala - 
Olivia S, Adult Nala - Erin B, Mufasa - Jayden F, 
Sarabi - Lena D, Zazu - Max R, Scar - Bradley B, 
Timon - Lexi-Grace, Pumba - Millie R, Shenzi - Darcey 
H, Banzai - Layton T, Ed - Jack R-G, Rafiki - Lexi K. 
The rest of the class will pay a crucial part in the show 
featuring as the African animals and evil hyenas. They 
will all work together to produce the musical and even 
create their own costumes in school. Well done Y5, I 
can’t wait to get this show on the road! Hakuna 
Matata!! Mrs Bryant-King. 

 

Scrumdiddlyumptious! 

 
This half term, Y3VS have been learning all about 
living a healthy lifestyle. We have learned about the 
different food groups and why it is important to include 
some of each food type into our diet. We have 
investigated our heart rate and looked at which 
muscles are used during different exercise. We tasted 
fruits from around the world and located them on a 
map. We used the fruits in order to make a delicious 
fruit smoothie which we all enjoyed! Miss Stell. 
 

Raging Rivers in Year 5! 

 
In Y5, we’re now experts on Rivers! We can name the 
features of a river including the source, the mouth, 
erosion and deposition. We investigated two types of 
river on our trip to Weardale: Harehope Gill and 
Bollihope Burn, comparing the depth and width of the 
rivers, and we then used a timer to measure how fast 
the rivers flowed (the velocity.) We have also carried 
out research to find out about other rivers around the 
world, including The Amazon. Back in class, we are 
carrying out an investigation to help us learn about the 
Water Cycle – you may have spotted our “rivers” of 
water on the classroom windows, which we are using 
to observe evaporation. Mrs Miller & Mrs Russell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Mon 3 June, 8.50am - School reopens for the new half-term. 
Tues 11 June - Y4 to Beamish. 
Tues 11 June - Y1KB Walkwise. 
Tues 11 June - Y6 to Safetyworks. 
Thurs 20 June - Y5 & Y6 to the Empire Dance! 
Mon 1 July - Y5 Kwik Cricket. 
Wed 3 July - Infantasia (music event for Year 2). 
Tues 9 July - The Lion King! 
Thurs 11 July - Summer Fayre. 
Sun 14 July - Year 3 at Sunderland Empire – Peter and the Wolf. 
Mon 15 July - The Big Sing. 
Wed 10th July, 2.15 - Summer Concert. 
Tues 16

th
 July - Grangetown’s Got Talent! 

Thurs 18 July - Summer Disco. 
Fri 19 July, 1.00pm - School closes for Summer holidays. 
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