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Ofsted Success! 
“The school is a ‘learning family’ where all staff are 
good role models”. Ofsted, February 2013. 

 
As you know, we were inspected in mid-February. 
Ofsted have judged Grangetown a ‘Good’ school, with 
several ‘Outstanding’ features. The behaviour and 
safety of pupils was judged Outstanding! Parents were 
also praised for their support of, and involvement in 
school! The Report is testimony to the hard work of 
everyone – teachers, children, governors and parents. 
Mr McAnaney is very proud of our wonderful staff, and 
of our magnificent children. Everyone deserves a huge 
pat on the back! Well done to all! 
 

Baking For Red Nose Day  

 
We baked some delicious cakes for Red Nose Day. It 
was fun, exciting and messy. We made banana cakes 
with monkeys on the top, a big chocolate cake 
decorated like a red nose, little muffins and all sorts of 
biscuits.  Staff and children bought our cakes and 
biscuits and we raised a whopping £44.67.  We would 
like to think everybody who bought a cake and all the 
money is going to a fantastic charity. By Alice 
McKenna and Emelia Jackson - Year 3. 
 

 
 

 
Two Egg-cellent Discos 

Thanks to the hard work of PATHS, plus some extra 
parent volunteers….and the DJ of course!...we had 
two brilliant Easter Discos this week. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, dancing, posing for 
photos and tucking into hotdogs and sweets! We’ll re-
live the experience when we see the photos in 
assembly! A huge thankyou and ‘well done’ to our 
PATHS members, and our new aren’t helpers, - we 
truly value and appreciate all of your time and effort. 
 

Easter discos 

 
On Tuesday KS1 had their disco at 2:45 till 3:45. KS2 
had their party at 3:45 till 4:45. The DJ. He was called 
James. At the disco there were sweets, drinks and 
hotdogs too. They were lots of songs like: One 
Direction, Harlem Shake, Macarena and lots of other 
songs. Bailey and Josh started to dance so nearly 
everybody started to crowd them, so James gave them 
some bubbles because they were really good at 
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dancing. Summer- SC and Alex got a pack of sweets 
each. Paige and Tegan got some bubbles each. By 
Nicole Jackson and Summer Conley. 
 

East Meets West! 

 
In Y5 and Y6 a group of dancers did a Chinese and 
street dance. Danielle our dance teacher taught us the 
dance and we filmed it on the 15/03/13. This dance is 
linked to Y5 topic – East Meets West. We enjoyed it 
very much and we have finished the entire dance! The 
songs were International Love by Pitbull FT Chris 
Brown and the Chinese song. The dance is mixed 
because Mrs Miller and Mrs Millican are going to China 
on Friday and they are taking a copy of the dance with 
them. Also the Y5 and Y6 children wrote some letters 
to find a Chinese pen pal, the teachers are taking them 
with them to China. As we are finished, we are now 
concentrating on the Empire Dance Festival. Leigha- 
Faye and Summer SC 
 

SAFC Family Learning 
The SAFC Family Learning has been 
running every Thursday afternoon for 6 
weeks and has proved to be popular 
amongst our parents.  Parents’ accessing 
the sessions have been very motivated to 

be involved in their child’s learning and have gained 
lots of new skills.  They have been very committed to 
the sessions and we have had 100% attendance in 
every session to date.   The enthusiasm of our parents 
and children has really shone through! The group have 
covered open and closed questions.   Through playing 
a game of ‘guess who’ parents had to use open 
questions to gain more information from their children.  
Each session includes a games session in the school 
hall where parents and children have the chance to 
spend some quality time with each other. The games 
which the group have enjoyed the most are domes and 
dishes, mousetrap and monster in the middle. John 
Newton (SAFC Coach) 
 

Making Stories Come Alive!  
Children in Foundation Stage had a great time when 
Martin from Animal Stories visited Grangetown. Martin 
made the story of ‘The Great Race’ really come to life 
when he had real animals for us to hold as he read the 
story!  We held a snake, a rat, a huge rabbit and a 

chameleon plus many more! The children were very 
keen to stroke the animals and we learnt lots of 
interesting facts about them. Foundation Stage Team 
 

Foundation Stage Eggs-citement 

 
We have been host to some furry friends in Foundation 
Stage over the last couple of weeks. We took a 
delivery of some eggs and they were kept warm in the 
incubator. We watched the eggs and excitedly awaited 
the arrival of the chicks. All of our children helped to 
care for them and we loved looking after them. Some 
of us couldn’t wait to go home and watch them on our 
‘chick-cam’. We waved them off and watched as they 
went back to the farm. By the EYFS Team. 
 

Egg-citing Times at GPS! 

This week we have all been taking part in our annual 
egg decorating competition.  Each class teacher set 
aside an afternoon in which children could decorate 



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

their eggs.  As usual, there has been an array of 
unusual designs, from Superheroes, to Disney 
Princesses! The winner from each class (shown in the 
photo!) were awarded a chocolate Easter Egg in 
assembly.  Well done to all who entered – another 
example of the creativity of our pupils and of course 
parents and carers! By Ms Cole. 
 

Extreme Reading Winners! 

 
Our Extreme Reading competition attracted many 
entries and we were so impressed with the imaginative 
poses and unusual places in which you all could find to 
read.  It was a tough job to judge the entries, so Ms 
Cole invited Vicky Taylor-Robinson from Impact Family 
Services to choose a winner from each Key Stage.   
Foundation Stage winner – Dominykas Zekevicius 
Key Stage One winner – Vinny Ross 
Key Stage Two winner – James MacDonald 
The boys were presented with £10:00 Book Tokens in 
a special whole school assembly.  Well done to all who 
took part and a big thank you to our parents and carers 
for supporting this initiative.  Look out for details of our 
next reading challenge, coming very soon. By Ms Cole 
 

KS1 walking Safari 
Recently Key Stage 1 went on a 
walking Safari with Dr Bike. We left 
school ready to spot different wildlife 
and plants. We walked through the 
streets around school all the way to 
Backhouse Park. We spotted a 

variety of birds in their habitats including pigeons, 
blackbirds, crows, magpies and finches. Miss Grainger 
even spotted a grey squirrel! Even though the weather 
was cold there were still lots of plants to spot in lots of 
different colours. The children enjoyed the walk and 
came back to school with lots to talk about. Miss 
Stabler 
 

Maths in the mall 
Recently, a group of 14 
year 5 and 6 children, 
along with their parent or 
carer, went to the Metro 

Centre to complete an exciting maths trail. We met 
with a Doctor who explained to us what we would be 
doing. We then followed a map and then had to count 
how many hexagons we could see, we were using 
Metro Units to measure. Then we had to estimate how 
many Metro Units it would take to fit round the biggest 
hexagon by using our hands. We answered lots of 
different questions! We also met the maths magician, 
who did some maths tricks - he gave us all a trick 
sheet to take home. We had a fabulous day at maths 
in the mall! By Kenya Haswell and Gemma Hardy  
 

‘¿Cómo te llamas? 

 
March has arrived and with it lots of fun, games and 
activities in our Spanish lessons. We have had a nice 
time revising not only colours and numbers but also 
learning how to ask and answer about name: ‘¿Cómo 
te llamas?Me llamo…’  Can you remember it? In 
addition, we have celebrated important dates such as 
‘San Valentín’ with sweets, postcards and games; we 
have cooked lovely ‘Frixuelos (type of pancakes) and 
Easter Spanish biscuits called “marañuelas” in our 
Cookery Club and we have also made an Easter 
procession with paper cut-outs. To round off a term 
plenty of hard work, pupils in ‘Year four’ have received 
the first letters from their new friends in ‘La Ería 
‘School, in Spain…What more can we ask for? ¡Muy 
bien Grangetown! Keep it up!  
 

Super South Shields 
On Monday 11

th
 March we 

visited South Shields as 
part of our Community 
Cohesion Project with 
Westoe Crown Primary 
School.  The Y6 pupils in 
Miss Scott’s class acted 
as tour guides as we 
visited The Customs House, Marine Park, the Town 
Hall and Arbeia, Roman Fort.  At the Customs House 
we were greeted by Tommy the Trumpeter and had a 
tour backstage, including a peek into the star dressing 
room! We met the Mayor of South Shields at the town 
hall and we even took part in a debate in the council 
chambers.  At the Roman Fort we were fascinated to 
see the skeleton of a young girl which had been found 
during excavations there.  Unfortunately our plans to 
walk along the beach front were cut short due to the 
unexpected snowy weather! Hopefully when Westoe 
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make the return trip to Sunderland, the sun will shine 
on us! By Ms Cole. 
 

World Book Day  

 
On Thursday 7

th
 March the whole school took part in 

celebrating world book day. We thoroughly enjoyed 
our peer reading session, where children from different 
classes read with each other. It was lovely to see 
children working together, enjoying and sharing their 
favourite books. The oldest children were very good at 
encouraging, prompting and asking questions. We also 
celebrated the children who took part in our extreme 
reading initiative and prizes were rewarded during 
assembly. Our children have great imaginations - 
therefore we set them a challenge to make up their 
own class story using just a set of objects. Each class 
was given the same set of objects and worked 
together to create an exciting story. We are looking 
forward to sharing these with Ms Cole and the rest of 
the school. By Miss Hough.  

 
The Big Pedal 

The Big Pedal is a giant inter-
school cycling competition that 
Grangetown have been taking 
part in. It began on the 28th 
February and finishes on the 20th 
March 2013. Dr Bike led an 
assembly to launch the project 
and explained that it works a bit 

like the Tour de France – each day of the race is a 
new stage following a different cycle route around the 
UK. We have been encouraging pupils, parents and 
staff to cycle and scoot to school each day and the 
more that do, the faster they will complete each stage 
of the race. Schools log in to the website each day of 
the race and record their school’s results. All school 
results are then published the following day on the 
website and schools can track how they and other 
schools are doing throughout the race. Each class has 
collated their results everyday and children have 
received a raffle ticket for bringing in their bike or 
scooter and an extra raffle ticket has been given for 
wearing a helmet. Dr Bike has arranged a special 
assembly in the Summer term in which prizes are 
given for the children whose names are drawn from 
the raffle. We have a brand new bike to give away 

along with helmets and numerous other prizes. How 
exciting! Well done to everyone for taking part. Miss 
Grainger 
 

Year 1 and 2 Easter Crafts 
Our Easter crafts session had a great 
turnout. Children worked with their 
adult to make a variety of Easter 
crafts. These included Easter bunny 
pencil holders, Easter cards and 
chicks and scrummy chocolate nest 
cakes (which didn’t last long). All 
involved enjoyed a drink and biscuit 
before heading back to work to finish their crafts. We 
would like to say a big thank you to everyone who 
turned up the day was a great success. Miss Hough, 
Miss Grainger and Miss Stabler 
 

World Book Day Author Visit! 

 
Thursday 7

th
 March was World Book Day.  As part of 

the celebrations, Ryhope author, Laura Smith once 
again visited Grangetown Primary School.  During this 
visit, Laura worked with Ms Cole’s group, talking to us 
about how to use descriptive words and phrases in our 
writing.  She set the children a challenge to describe a 
variety of jungle animals without actually naming the 
animal itself.  We then all had to try to guess each 
other’s animal.  It was tricky! Laura then read two of 
her stories about the witches Smithbot and Chadlet.  
We then had fun making up new adventures for the 
troubles duo.  Maybe we will see our stories in print 
too! By Ms Cole. 
 

Year 3 Easter Craft Afternoon  
The children of Year 3 invited their 
parents and carers to an afternoon of 
making Easter crafts.  The children 
had a great time working alongside 
their parents and carers.  The 
children with adult help made an 
Easter basket, which the children 
are hoping will be filled with 
chocolate eggs, an egg holder 
and a bunny card. Jessica Robson 
(8) said “ I enjoyed making the bunny to hold the egg 
and it was a special treat to work with mam as you 
don’t get to do that everyday”. We had a great turnout 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
 

Fri 22 March: School Closed for staff training. 
Mon 25 March to Fri 5 April: Easter break. 
Mon 8 April: School reopens: Summer Term. 
 

A full set of Summer dates will be issued immediately 
after Easter & will be posted on our website ASAP: 
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and we hope to see even more parents at our next 
craft afternoon in the Summer term. By Miss 
McLoughlin 
 

Learning Mandarin! 

 
As part of their topic on China, year 5 are learning 
Mandarin. So far, they’ve had 2 lessons, and more will 
follow after Easter. We are linking-up with the children 
of Shuiguohu Primary School in Wuhan, China – the 
project will include exchanging letters, pen-pal 
friendships, …and even videoconferencing using 
Skype! The 2

nd
 lesson included a session on the 

ancient art of Chinese paper cutting – as demonstrated 
in the photo above. 
 

Year 4 on Tour…Darlington! 
Last week, year 4 were lucky enough 
to travel to Darlington Civic Theatre to 
see a production of Roald Dahl’s 
James and the Giant Peach. The 
children were extremely excited and 
raring to go! Throughout the show the 
children could not take their eyes from the stage, some 
even sat with their mouths wide open, as they were 
enthralled by the production. The children’s behaviour 
was exceptional and the day was a fantastic 
experience, which I’m sure they will remember for a 
long time. By Miss Heddle. 
 

Year 4 on tour again…West Boldon! 
To complete our topic of ‘We’re Electric!’ 
Year 4 visited West Boldon Lodge to 
complete some hands-on workshops. In 
the morning we looked at different ways 
electricity is generated and the positive 
and negatives of each. We also 
constructed solar powered cars and had 
a race, although we did have to try 

several times before they worked due to the clouds 
and snow showers! Throughout the afternoon we were 
‘detectives’ and had to look at various scenarios 
discussing what is dangerous or hazardous about 
each. To finish the day we looked at various items in 
the home which use energy and how to save some 
e.g. turning off lights and turning items off rather than 

just on standby. As ever, they children behaved 
exceptionally well and came away with lots of ideas 
and information. By Miss Heddle. 
 

We Love Basketball! 

 
Several of our classes recently enjoyed basketball and 
hockey sessions with CNS Sports. The classes went 
so well that we will be bringing the CNS coaches into 
school during Summer term, to run a range of sporting 
sessions….we can’t wait! 
 

Yr 5 Learning about the River Wear  
In preparation for our field 
trip to explore the River 
Wear, the Y5 children took 
part in an activity session led 
by Lizzie from the Wear 
Rivers Trust. The aim of the 
Wear Rivers Trust is to 

conserve, protect, rehabilitate and improve the 
landscape and watercourses of the whole of the River 
Wear catchment. (If you want to know what the River 
Wear catchment is ask a Y5 pupil!) Lizzie began by 
asking the children a few questions to find out what 
they already knew about rivers. Next she showed the 
children some photographs of the River Wear at 
various stages of its journey - they learned about the 
river system from its source to its mouth. The activity 
involved matching key words to their definitions – 
words included tributary, confluence, floodplain, 
estuary, gorge and many more! The children really 
enjoyed the session and now look forward to their field 
trip after Easter – they’ve got their wellies ready and 
waiting! By Mrs Collins. 
 



Key Quotes from our Ofsted Inspect ion Report  
 

 
 
 
 

 Achievement is good in all subjects and for all groups of pupils. 

 Behaviour is outstanding because the school succeeds in encouraging pupils to behave well. 
Pupils have a thorough understanding of how to keep themselves safe. 

 The school is a welcoming place. Relationships are strong, care and support excellent, and so 
pupils are keen to learn and eager to come to school. 

 The curriculum promotes pupils’ achievement & spiritual, moral, social & cultural development 
extremely well. It provides exciting opportunities for pupils that capture their interest. 

 Pupils make good progress in reading. This is a result of effective teaching of how to link the 
sounds that letters make to help pupils read words they are not familiar with, and a successful 
drive to help pupils enjoy books and read more in school and at home. 

 Teaching is consistently good across the school. 

 Teaching in the Early Years Foundation Stage and routines are based on a good understanding 
of children’s needs.  

 Good resources, including information and communication technology support learning well. 
There are good opportunities for children to take charge of their own learning and to learn 
outdoors. 

 …teachers plan their lessons to make sure all pupils are given work that gets the very best out 
of them. They explain ideas carefully, use questions skilfully and so pupils learn very quickly. 
Teaching assistants provide effective support to guide the learning of all pupils.  

 Pupils are extremely happy in school and are excited by their learning. They attend school 
regularly and arrive on time. Pupils are eager to get on with their work because of the good 
relationships and high expectations of staff. They respect one another, work and play extremely 
well together and are exceptionally polite to adults. Staff and parents are highly positive about 
behaviour within school and pupils believe behaviour is so good, ‘because teachers make 
learning fun and they are fair’. 

 The school is a ‘learning family’ where all staff are good role models. The school succeeds in 
encouraging pupils to behave well through a calm, caring and supportive atmosphere.  

 Instances of misbehaviour are extremely rare and dealt with consistently well by staff. Pupils 
showed a good understanding about different types of bullying, including racism, harassment 
and cyber bullying. Pupils are very clear about the behaviour expected of them as they have 
been actively involved in developing the school’s procedures. 

 Pupils report that they feel safe in school and understand what constitutes unsafe situations and 
the basic principles of how to keep themselves safe. Risk assessments are undertaken and the 
school is rigorous in its procedures for ensuring pupils’ safety. 

 Break times and lunchtime are supervised particularly well and playground buddies play an 
integral role in making sure pupils enjoy playing with each other. 

 The leadership team inspire staff and pupils and there is a good team spirit. Parents are 
overwhelmingly supportive of the school and the staff and pupils appreciate the headteacher’s 
visible and caring approach. 

 Links between home and school are good. The school website provides helpful information and 
parents are involved appropriately in pupils’ learning. 

 The curriculum meets pupils’ needs. It adds interest to pupils’ learning and pupils say they enjoy 
the topics, the way that subjects are linked, and the visits to places of interest. A number of 
school clubs exist to meet the interests of all pupils and are well attended. Homework is also 
provided to extend pupils’ skills and learning. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
All parents were sent a copy of the full report. The reports is also available at www.ofsted.gov.uk 

Well Done Everyone! 


