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It’s almost Christmas! 

 
We’re getting geared-up for the Christmas festivities – 
our nativity, plus the Key Stage 2 production, the 
Choir’s trip to Asda, and of course our class parties. 
Every class has already had a special Christmas 
themed parents learning workshop – all of which were 
well attended. Also, we’ve got our Christmas service at 
St Aidan’s on the last day of term. We wonder if Santa 
will make an appearance…we certainly hope so! 
 

Our Special Visitor 
Mrs Sangeeta Shresher, the Headteacher of our 

partner school in Nepal, will visit us during 
the week of 10

th
 – 14

th
 December. 

She’s here to learn about our 
school and about how education, 
teaching and learning are organised 
in the UK. She’s hoping to see some 

snow! We’ll have a full report in our next 
Newsletter. 

 

Little Green Riding Hood 
Little Green Riding Hood 
(Fame Factory Spotlight)  At 
the beginning of November 
we were visited by some 
very strange characters- 
Granny, Little Green Riding 
Hood and an extremely silly 
(and not so green) Wolf. 
They taught us how to save 
water in lots of different 

ways, like taking a shower instead of a bath or turning 
off the tap when brushing our teeth. We thoroughly 
enjoyed watching the show and in particular watching  

 
me and others get wet! Miss Hough  
 

We’re Seeing Spots! 

 
On Friday 15

th
 November we took part in Children In 

Need Day.  As the theme was once again “Show Your 
Spots – Let’s Raise Lots”, we challenged the children 
to come to school dressed in something spotty.  We 
were surrounded by spots that day – t-shirts, pyjamas, 
slippers…even painted faces!  Our parents and carers 
once again showed their creative side, even making 
their own Pudsey Bear, Children in Need t-shirts.  We 
raised £200 for this very worthy cause.  Thank you so 
much for your generosity. 
 

Budding Actors! 

 
Ms Cole’s group have once again been working with 
No Limits Theatre in a series of workshops in school.  
Pupils have been practising mime and music making in 
a variety of exciting activities over the last 4 weeks.  
The sessions this year will culminate in a trip to the No 
Limits Theatre on 5

th
 December where the children will 

use props and the stage area to perform their final 
pieces for each other.  An exciting development this 
year, will see the children gain an Arts qualification – 
the Discover Award, developed by Trinity College, 
London.  This is a world famous college in the capital, 
attended by many famous actors and actresses. So 
keep an eye on your TV … we may have some future 
stars in our midst! 
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Go Girls! 

 
A huge well done to all the girls involved in the girls 
football tournament at Houghton Kepier School. All of 
the girls played very well in all of their games with 
Cody Morrison, Summer Conley and Kirsty James 
having some good efforts on goal saved. Our 
defenders were very strong during all the games and 
our Goal keeper Bethany Dixon made some fantastic 
saves – watch out Mignolet! We finished 3

rd
 in our 

league a superb effort by all the girls Well done! 
 

Key Stage 1 Step into a Painting! 

 
The children in KS1 have carried out a themed week 
on a set of books by the Author James Mayhew. The 
book we looked at was called Katie and the Bathers. 
This story is all about a little girl called Katie who can 
step inside paintings and make them come to life. 
During one of her visits Katie steps into a painting by 
the Artist Georges Seurat and gets into trouble when 
the river from the painting begins to tip into the art 
gallery. During the course of the week the children 
have planned and written their own story about 
stepping into a painting and used some very 
interesting adjectives! They have also produced some 
fantastic paintings in the Pointillist style which is used 
by Seurat and displayed these in our very own 
Grangetown Gallery. The most exciting thing the 
children did this week was have a visit from Big Foots 
Arts where they got the chance to take part in drama 
based activities and really step inside a painting. The 

week was a huge success and the children produced 
some fabulous work. 
 

Year 3 and the Mona Lisa! 

 
During Katie Week, Year 3 read ‘Katie and Mona Lisa’.  
In the book Katie climbed into Italian paintings such as 
the Mona Lisa by Da Vinci and Primavera by Botticelli.  
The children completed many activities based around 
the book.  In English, they wrote a conversation 
between Katie and the Mona Lisa practising their 
speech punctuation.  They wrote a description about 
what the lion saw when he flew over Venice using the 
painting The Lion of St Mark as an inspiration.  The 
children also wrote a letter from Katie based on the 
painting St.George and the Dragon.  The week also let 
the children develop their art skills.  They used their 
painting skills to paint their own version of the Mona 
Lisa and they used their collage skills to make their 
own version of Primavera.  The children also had a 
fantastic afternoon working with Rachael from Bigfoot 
Arts, looking at paintings by British artists and creating 
short drama pieces inspired by The Cornfield by John 
Constable.  The children had a very creative week and 
were very proud of all the work they produced. Miss A 
McLoughlin  
 

“A seriously great week!” say Year 5 

 
During our Katie themed week Year 5 focussed on the 
book Katie and the British Artists by James Mayhew. 
During the week we worked with Rachael from Big 
Foot Arts and an artist called Laura, taking part in lots 
of art and drama related activities. We also painted a 
Turner style water colour to display in the school art 
gallery. Here is what some of the Year 5 children had 
to say about the week: “ Seriously great week, we 
were doing lots of exciting things.” Alex. “ Katie and the 
British Artists was fab, we got to act out the scene 
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where Katie met a shepherd boy.” Travis. “ Katie week 
was one of the best weeks because we worked with a 
girl called Laura, she showed us a picture of clocks 
melting then we got into groups of three and added our 
ideas to the picture.”  Katie. “ We all had a good time 
with Katie, we pretended to actually go into the picture 
frame.” Daisy. By Mrs Collins and Mrs Miller 
 

Step into the Frame! 

 
We had a special visitor during our Step into the 
Frame topic. Katie came to tell us about her 
adventures in the art gallery and she left us different 
challenges to complete. We created our own gallery 
and made our own scenes for Katie to step into and 
we had lots of fun creating a jungle scene outside! We 
thought about what Katie would say if she jumped into 
our pictures and what Katie would see. Some of us 
also helped to pack a suitcase for one of Katie’s 
adventures. 
 

Year 4 help to create a new forest! 

 
Year 4 were one of the lucky year groups to visit East 
Hetton Woods, which is part of the Woodland Trust in 
Durham. Our visit was to help the Woodland Trust to 
create a new forest. When we arrived we had to 

carefully manoeuvre around big mud puddles and mud 
which made you slip and slide. At this point the mud 
took its first victim and James fell, but he didn’t 
complain and jumped back up ready to go!  The staff 
showed us how to plant the trees and the important 
things to remember. Children then split into groups of 3 
and started the planting. Throughout the visit all of the 
children were very sensible and worked hard to plant 
as many trees as they could in the time. It has to be 
said that, although it was very muddy, the children did 
not mind, in fact they loved it! Jumping in the mud, 
squelching it and thoroughly having a great time! We 
hopefully will get a chance to go back later in the year 
to see how our trees have grown.  
 

Y5 Drama Workshops 

 
Once again year 5 are working with Janet, from No 
Limits Theatre on improving the children’s drama skills. 
The first session was mainly focused on using facial 
expressions and the use of correct body language. 
They began with a few warm -up games: passing on a 
mime action and acting out an action for their names. 
The children decided a happy face was far easier to 
pass on! The main activity was called ‘What’s in the 
basket?’ The children came up with some fantastic 
ideas, they certainly have great imaginations! In our 
second session the children moved on to using simple 
props but continued to mime out the scenes. Skills 
learnt in the first session were further developed and 
some excellent scenes were performed. It’s amazing 
what children can do with an old packing case, an old 
suitcase, a briefcase and an old wicker basket! Our 
third session was taken by Hank and what a great time 
the children had. The activity, which was really lively, 
involved counting in rhythm then adding physical 
movements which made sounds. The rhythm made 
with 26 plastic beakers and some benches was 
incredible! To complete the session Hank taught the 
children a Russian song accompanying them on his 
banjo. Mrs Collins  
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
 

Mon 10 Dec. (9.00-10.30 am) KS1 Parent Workshop 
Mon 10 Dec. Playground Buddies Training 
Mon 10 Dec. (1pm-3pm) Gladrags visit Y4 
Wed 12 Dec. Westoe Crown Primary yr 6 pupils visiting 
Thur 13 Dec. (2pm/6pm) Y5 &  6 Xmas Show 
Tues 18 Dec. (9.45) FS & KS1 Nativity 
Weds 19 Dec. (2.00) - The Nutcracker performance 
Wed 19 Dec. 3.45. Choir at Asda! Please come along! 
Thurs 20 Dec. FSU/KS1/KS2 Christmas Parties 
Fri 21 Dec. (12-12.30) Christmas Service at St Aidan’s 
Church with Father Bostock. Please collect your child 
12.30 at the Church (or come along to the service!) 
Fri 21 Dec. 12.30 End of Term. Happy Christmas! 
Mon 7 Jan. School re-opens. Happy New Year! 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website: 
www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

 
 

Let it Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow! 

 
The children were so excited when the snow came 
down last week! All thoughts of the cold were banished 
from their minds as they set about catching snowflakes 
and making snow-men (and snow-women of course!).  
 

Delicious Spanish biscuits! 

 
As you know, all of the children in school are now 
learning Spanish. Everyone is really enjoying 
it…especially when they get to make yummy Spanish 
biscuits! The children learned the names of the 
ingredients, and they each created their very own 
colourful and tasty treat! 
 

Do you know your Spanish colours? 

 
This month our pupils have been making a great effort 
to learn colours. We have enjoyed different games, 
songs and we have also been practising how to say 
the names of different colours in Spanish through the 

book  ‘Katie and the Spanish princess’ that we  have 
been reading during the themed week and helped us 
to learn more about Spanish artists and the colours 
they used in their masterpieces. What’s your favourite 
colour? ¡Hasta pronto!  Miss Rodriguez 
 

Mud Glorious Mud! 
On a very wet and grey 
Tuesday Year 3 visited East 
Hetton Woods near Cassop in 
County Durham to plant trees 
as part of a project to celebrate 
the Queen’s Jubilee.  The 
children’s day began with a 
walk through a very muddy and 
wet field and then continued in 
the classroom of Cassop 
Primary school.  In the school, 

the children learned about different types of trees and 
investigated which branches and leaves belonged to 
which type of tree.  They learned about why trees are 
important and even worked out how old trees were by 
counting the rings on a piece of tree trunk.  After lunch 
the children were taught how to plant trees such as 
hazel, hawthorn and oak.  With the rain coming down 
and their boots squelching in the mud, the children 
with enthusiasm dug holes, planted trees and made 
sure the trees were protected from the wind.  The 
children had a fantastic day and regardless of the bad 
weather never complained, worked with enthusiasm 
and enjoyed getting very muddy!  It is lovely to think 
that the children have helped to plant some trees 
which will become part of a forest which will be there 
for many years to come. By Miss A McLoughlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


