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Welcome to our new staff! 

 
I know that you will join us in giving a warm welcome 
to our new staff. Miss Liddle joins us as our Reading 
Recovery teacher – she will take the lead, and share 
her expertise, as we continue to develop our provision 
in this vital area. Mrs Crooks is our new teaching 
assistant in year 4 – she has made superb start and 
we know we have made the right appointment (from 
over 100 applications!). Miss Rodriguez is our new 
teaching assistant in Key Stage 1 – and she will be 
teaching Spanish in all year-groups too – we’re very 
lucky to have such a talented languages teacher! As 
you know, at GPS we only employ the very best staff, 
and we are sure that our new colleagues will help us 
maintain and improve the high quality education we 
offer each and every child, every day, at Grangetown. 
 

Good Morning Baltimore! 

 
Well, the Grangetown Choir has certainly started with 
a (harmonious!) bang this year! We were inundated 
with new members on the first day, bringing the choir 
size to a massive 60 children, and more and more 
purple polo shirts have been popping up every week! 
So far, we've been getting to grips with proper singing 
technique through songs such as "Good Morning, 
Baltimore" from the film 'Hairspray', and also "Black 
Heart’ by girl band Stooshe. We're really looking 
forward to learning the material for our Christmas show 
which, this year, will beeeeeeeeeee ...... <drum roll> 
......... Disney's 'Cinderella'! Songs such as "Bibbity 
Bobbity Boo" and "A Dream is a Wish Your Heart 
Makes" are sure to be echoing around the school 
corridors soon. We'll keep you posted about 
the Christmas show performance dates. In the 
meantime, the purple polo shirts can be purchased 
from the school office and can be worn by members of 
the choir on rehearsal days. Thanks for your support! 
By Mrs Davies 
 

 
Library Club – Ready, Steady, READ! 

 
Children at the library club have been having a great 
time looking at the wide range of books that the school 
has on offer. The children have also been making their 
own books to share and read with their friends and 
family. Each week the children select their own books 
to read at home. They then join in a focused book 
activity that will help their reading and writing skills. 
Last week we had fun reading books using the ipad. 
There are a number of available places for our library 
club. The club is held every Wednesday 3.30pm – 
4.30pm. By Miss Liddle 
 

Oh I do like to be Beside the Seaside! 
Our topic in KS1 this term is all about the 
seaside. We started our Topic with a trip to 
Souter Lighthouse and the surrounding 
costal area. The children really enjoyed the 
visit, in particular when we all climbed the 
steep ladders to the top. Throughout the 
term we will be creating our own 
lighthouse scenes using different 
materials, choreographing our own under 
water dances as well as learning all 

about Grace Darling and her life in the North East. We 
are also planning to taste food traditionally ate at the 
seaside and explore different stories with seaside 
settings. Miss Stabler, Miss Hough and Miss Grainger  
 

An Amazing Trip for years 5 & 6! 

 
To Launch our topic this term ‘Through the wardrobe’ 
the Year 5 & 6 children journeyed to the ‘The 
Strangest Place in the World’! The Forbidden Corner 
certainly is strange.  The children had many surprises 
and shocks including a unique Labyrinth of tunnels, 
chambers, follies and water features, not to mention a 
vast ‘burping’ mouth and eerie hands popping out from 
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behind closed doors! Lots of tears, screams, and 
whoops were heard echoing around the four acre 
gardens, but great fun was had by all. 
  

Years 5 & 6 go Through the Wardrobe! 

Our topic is now underway and we are all enjoying our 
novel ‘The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe’ Year 5 have 
begun their fantasy stories and are planning their own 
wardrobe worlds. We have a D/T /Art slant to our work 
and will be holding a Mr Tumnus’ tea party where we 
will be playing our own made panpipes. Year 6 have a 
history slant and are really enjoying learning about 
World War II. By Mrs Collins, Mrs Miller, Mrs Millican. 
 

Embracing (literally!) new Technology! 

 
The year six children have all settled very well into the 
new term and have shown that they can be very 
responsible. To help to support, challenge and 
motivate them in class, they have been given access 
to a class set of iPads. We have already used them in 
many ways to help us in class including using them for 
research, videoing presentations, educational apps 
and using garage band in our music lessons to create 
our own rhythms! The class is really looking forward to 
visiting the Apple Store for a field trip where we will 
take part in a group project. By Mrs Millican Year 6   
 

Sam teaches us a new sport! 
Since the beginning of 
term, the year 5 and 6 
have been having 
badminton coaching 
sessions. Our coach is 
called Sam. He is from 
St Aidan’s Badminton 
Club. Sam has taught 
the year 5 and 6 
children how to hit and 

use a shuttlecock. Sometimes, to help develop our 
control, we use fluff balls which are nice and soft – 
much easier to control. We play lots of different warm 
up games like stuck in the mud and team races. We 
really enjoy badminton and look forward to it each 
week! By Dalton Simpson 

 

Update from our Parents Group (PATHS) 
PATHS is very pleased to have 
given a cheque to the school for 
£700 which will go towards play 
equipment in the school yard for 
all the children to enjoy. Thanks 
to everyone to helped with the 

school disco, Summer Fayre, at the school's sports 
day and musical productions and all the parents, 
carers and children who attended. It is with your help 
that we can work along side the school to create a 
better environment for our children. We were also 
successful in winning a bid for musical instruments for 
the school. Details of this will be coming soon! Please 
contact the school office if you are interested in getting 
involved with the group. Even if you are unable to 
attend our meetings - help at events would be much 
appreciated. By parents from PATHS. 
 

Reading and Phonics Workshop Fun! 
Miss Tose and Mrs Mitchell would like to thank the 
enthusiastic Reception parents who attended the 

reading and phonics 
workshop on Tuesday 
2nd October. We 
discussed different 
reading and writing 
strategies and how to 

best help your children read at home. Parents enjoyed 
putting themselves in their children’s shoes, analysing 
a picture from a reading book and answering questions 
which would be asked of the children in school. Thank 
you again to the parents for your ongoing support. 
Miss Tose and Mrs Mitchell  
 

Autumn’s Here! 

 
We are continuing our topic of ourselves through 
looking at the changes that Autumn brings, ready for 
our Harvest Festival. We went around the school 
grounds on an Autumn walk to investigate changes 
that we could see. We found a lot of crunchy leaves on 
the grass. We all found a special leaf over the 
weekend, which we brought into school and shared 
with our friends. By Foundation Stage 
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GPS – the Olympic Legacy starts here! 
This year we are running a new 
and exciting athletics club with 
years 5 and 6. During the winter 
we will be focusing on improving 
our endurance and fitness by 
running in the local area. We are 
planning to run five different routes 
of which we will alternate each week. The children in 
our club have also received running bottles and will 
shortly be getting athletics vests and jackets. We hope 
that the children will have fun as well as developing 
their fitness; we are certainly looking forward to this 
new challenge! By Miss Hough and Miss Grainger 
 

GPS Girls – Football Stars! 

 
A huge well done to Grangetown’s girl’s football team 
who played their first match of the season at home to 
Grange Park. The girl’s worked well together as a 
team, passing the ball well, showing some superb 
defending and having plenty of shots on target.  Our 
captain Kirsty James scored a fantastic goal to 
equalizie 1-1 just before half time. During the second 
half the girls continued to play well, giving 100% effort 
and working hard as a team. Unfortunately they were 
beaten 3—1 but showed fighting spirit until the final 
whistle. Well done girls and good luck for the rest of 
the season. By Mrs Smith 
  

“Let’s Get Growing!” 
You will undoubtedly have 
noticed the shrubs and 
flowers in the school grounds 
which Miss McBeth and Mr 
Craggs have been planting 
with some of our children.  

They’ve worked hard to make our school welcoming 
and inviting.  As part of our plan to continue making 
improvements to the school environment, we’d like to 
let you know about an exciting project that we are 
taking part in again this year – Morrison’s Supermarket 
“Let’s Grow!”  We have registered our school to take 
part in this scheme, which will enable us to collect 
vouchers to buy gardening tools, equipment and 
seeds.  As well as improving the entrance to school, 
we have set up growing areas around school in the 

courtyard and Foundation Stage outdoor area.  We are 
planning on building upon Miss McBeth’s successes 
this year, by planting more fruit and vegetables, such 
as beetroot, carrots, strawberries etc.  So if you shop 
at Morrisons, remember to collect your vouchers at the 
checkout and post them in the collecting box in school. 
Who knows?  We could even begin making our own 
school meals! Thank You. By Ms Cole.    
 

Year 3 - Longboats and Legends 

 
The Year 3 topic about the Vikings is well under way.  
The children have been learning about where the 
Vikings came from, what it was like to travel on a 
longboat and the jobs the Vikings did. With help from 
Miss McBeth, the children have made a longhouse for 
our display.  The children have written a glossary 
about important Viking words and have written a 
description of what it was like to live in a long house.  
The children are making Viking brooches and will be 
soon making and printing Viking shields.  We are all 
looking forward to the visit of Erik the Viking next 
Wednesday. By Miss A McLoughlin.  
 

A Mystery Time Traveller visits Year 4! 
On Monday 1

st
 October, 

Year 4 were lucky 
enough to have a visit 
from a Tudor! The lady 
came from a company 
called Gladrags. She 
specialises in music 
and dances from 
different times. 
Throughout the 
afternoon she taught us 
some Tudor songs and 
dances, and we even 
got to look at some real 
Tudor artefacts! The 

children were a credit to the school as their behaviour 
was impeccable. After the visit we became reporters 
for the ‘Grangetown Gazette’ where we interviewed 
each other to find out more about the mystery Tudor 
who appeared! We then turned these into fantastic 
newspaper articles which are now displayed outside of 
our class. We hope you read them the next time you’re 
in school. Closer to Christmas we are hoping to have 



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

Dates for your Diary 
  

 
 

 

Fri 19 Oct. Rec & Y1 Stabiliser free session 
Fri19 Oct. P.M. Y5 Athletics Comp, Farringdon  
Mon 22 Oct. Y6 to visit Apple store! 
Wed 24 Oct. 9.30 Harvest Festival Assembly 
Mon 29 Oct.-Fri 2 Nov Half Term 
Mon 5 Nov.  Little Green Riding Hood Y1-6 
Weds 7 Nov. Y5 No Limits Theatre for 3 weeks 
Fri 7 Dec. Staff Training Day, school closed. 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website: 
www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

 
 

Gladrags back to teach us about Tudor Christmas 
traditions.  So far during our topic we have looked at 
Henry VIII, his wives and children. Currently we are 
creating a PowerPoint about each of his wives which 
contains information and fun facts. We have also 
looked at the differences between rich and poor 
Tudors. Soon we are going to move on to look at 
Tudor schools, crime, punishment and gory medicine! 
The children are so enthusiastic about the topic and 
are working so hard! By Miss Heddle. 
 

Our Visitor from Nepal 
As you know, Miss Hough and Miss Stabler 

were lucky enough to visit Nepal in Summer 
term, thanks to a successful bid for 

British Council funding. They spent 
a week teaching at Bakina Bal 

Batika Primary School in Chitwan, 
Western Nepal, then followed that up 

with an exciting topic in school 
which the children loved. Soon, 

we will extend a warm welcome to the Headteacher of 
Bakina Bal Batika, Mrs Sangeeta Shresha. She will 
visit Grangetown in November – watch this space. 
 

We love Hockey! 

 
Recently we have been working with Craig from CNS 
Sports, learning how to play hockey. It’s fast and 
furious, but also demands great skill! All of our Key 
Stage 2 classes have tried out this new sport, and 
further sessions are already in the pipeline. 

 
 
 
 

Hola a tod@s! 

 
 
This month Grangetown has started its first steps into 
Spanish and we are very happy because our children 
have learnt how to say ‘Hola y Adios’ and some other 
greetings. Can you remember any more? We have 
sung some Spanish songs and cooked ‘Tapas y 
Torrijas’. Did you enjoy it?‘ HASTA PRONTO’ and 
well done! By Miss Rodriguez. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STOP-PRESS: Parent Open Days 
What a fantastic turn-out! Thankyou for 
your support. More in our next 
Newsletter (end of October) 


