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Joiner took 
his own life
A JOINER took his own 
life after arguing with his 
former partner.

Alan Higgins, 40, from 
Hetton, died at the unoc-
cupied house in Calvert Ter-
race, Murton, from carbon 
monoxide poisoning.

An inquest at the Coro-
ner’s Court in Crook was 
told police were called in 
the early hours of February 
16 to the Seaham home of 
Mr Higgins’s former part-
ner, Gemma Muncaster, 
when she activated a panic 
alarm.

Detective Constable Joan-
na Coulthard said: “Alan 
Higgins was on police bail 
for an assault on Gemma. 

“She said he had been to 

her house and threatened 
her with a knife, and said he 
intended to kill himself.

“He took Gemma’s mo-
bile phone. When a col-
league rang it, he said he 
wanted to kill himself.”

Mr Higgins’s body was 
found after an officer broke 
into the house in Murton.

A gas engineer said a plas-
tic flue had been deliberate-
ly removed from the top of 
the boiler, allowing a large 
volume of poisonous fumes 
to vent into the kitchen.

Deputy Durham Coroner 
Crispin Oliver said: “I am 
sadly drawn to the conclu-
sion he took his own life.”

l Verdict: Alan Higgins 
took his own life.

Thief sold £400 
bicycle for £40
A THIEF stole a bike from in-
side a building in Sunderland.

Anthony Sloanes, of High 
Street East, Sunderland, rode 
off with the £400 cycle, then 
sold it for £40 to pay off a 
debt.

The 43-year-old was cap-
tured on CCTV and pleaded 
guilty to theft at Sunderland 
Magistrates’ Court.

Paul Anderson, prosecut-
ing, said Sloanes’s victim had 
been going to an employment 
workshop in Frederick Street.

Anna Haq, defending, said: 
“He was released from cus-
tody in January. Before that, 
he was in receipt of Income 
Support at a fairly high rate.

“When he was released 
from custody, he was receiv-
ing a low rate. He was barely 
able to survive and that is 
why the theft took place.”

Sloanes was given a nine-
month community order, with 
six months of drug rehabilita-
tion, and ordered to pay £250 
compensation to his victim.
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CHILDREN at a city primary 
school are helping the 

lives of youngsters 
on the other side of 
the world.

The pupils at Grange-
town Primary School set 

up links with two schools 
in Napal a couple of years 
ago, and the Wearside chil-
dren have been helping to 
support their new friends.
Les McAnaney, 

headteacher at the Spelter-
works Road primary, said 
the city school recently 
raised £500 for towards a 
play project.

Grangetown has two part-
ner schools in Nepal, one in 
Kathmandu and another in 
Chitwan, which is a rural 

area 80km from Kathman-
du.

The links were organ-
ised through the Brit-

ish Council’s Connecting 
Schools initiative and in 
April 2012, two Grange-
town teachers visited the 

school in Chitwan with 
headteacher of the school pay-
ing a return visit to Wearside 
seven months later.

Mr McAnaney has recently 
returned from a visit to the 
Kathmandu school, which is 
called Traibidya Shikshhya 
Sadan.
During the visit Mr McA-

naney taught several lessons, and 
had meetings with teachers to discuss 
the development of a joint curriculum 
project involving Grangetown and our 

Nepali partner schools. He said: “The 
project will give the children at Grange-
town, and in Traibidya, a rich range of 
opportunities to learn about each other’s 
lives and cultures.

“International work like this is impor-
tant to broaden children’s horizons and 
raise awareness of the wider world.

“Nepal is a developing country, and 
there is a lot of poverty. Schools strug-
gle to provide resources. There is a pow-
er cut in Kathmandu every day, for 12 
hours – the school had electricity only on 
a Friday. The staff face many challenges, 
but work very hard to overcome them.

“We decided to raise money to help 
Traibidya to develop some outdoor play 
areas. Our families have been incred-
ibly generous, and so far we have raised 
£500.”

To help with the fundraising the 
school, which has built up a good part-
nership with Sunderland AFC, is raffling 
a signed SAFC shirt and also held a red 
and white day where the children paid a 
small donation to wear the team colours 
and bought red and white biscuits.

Headteacher makes overseas visit in support of kids

School in link-up 
with Nepal pupils

HELPING HAND: Les McAnaney, headteacher at Grangetown Primary School, 
during a visit to a partner school in Nepal.


