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Grangetown Primary School – Assessment Policy 
 

 
 

(i) Introduction 
 
Assessment refers to the wide variety of methods used to evaluate, measure and document 
the learning progress, skill acquisition and educational needs of pupils. Essentially, assessment 
asks the questions “What have the children learned?” and “What are the next steps in their 
learning?” 
 
(ii) Aspects of assessment  
 

 Formative assessment: this is day to day assessment - an integral part of teaching and 
learning: ongoing assessments within and at the end of lessons that identify the next steps 
in children’s learning 

 Summative assessment – this is the use of summary tests and tasks that measures 
pupil achievement and attainment at certain points in the year.  This may be at the end of a 
unit of work, at the end of a year or at the end of a key stage.  

 
(iii) Formative Assessment - Assessment for learning (AfL)  
 
Assessment is vital in moving learning forward and in supporting next steps in learning.  In this 
respect assessments carried out on a daily basis within, and at the end of lessons are 
paramount to ensuring progress and achievement.  The key elements of effective AfL are: 

 assessment being done with pupils, rather than being done to them 

 a clear, specific objective and focus for the lesson 

 the possible use of a checklist or aid memoire, to assist pupils to achieve the learning 
objective 

 the teacher using effective questioning strategies, such as asking a significant number of 
open ended questions 

 participatory learning, with pupils having frequent opportunities to speak and make sense of 
what they are learning 

 opportunities for paired and group discussion 

 self-assessment and peer assessment  

 planned interventions used to support next steps based upon outcomes 

 oral feedback given in ‘mini-plenaries’ throughout the lesson which provide opportunities for 
teachers to point out next steps in learning and discuss how individuals can improve. 

 end of lesson plenaries being used to review what has been learnt and develop pupils’ 
understanding of the learning process and how it is possible for them to improve. 
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(iv) EYFS 
 

Teachers of pupils in the Early Years Foundation Stage use the EYFS Development Matters 
Framework. Pupils in EYFS will undertake a Baseline Assessment on entry to nursery and 
reception and progressed will be measured on exit at the end of the year.  
 
(v) Our Assessment System – Key Features 
 
In brief, the key features of our assessment system are as follows: 
 
On entry assessment establishes pupils’ starting points. These first, baseline, assessments 
focus upon attainment in:  

 PSED 

 Communication and Language 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Physical 

 Understanding of the World 

 Expressive Arts 
 
Key Stage One and Key Stage Two  
Teachers in Key Stages 1 and 2 use the National Curriculum to plan lessons and assess pupil’s 
progress, achievement and attainment within age appropriate year group objectives.  
Some pupils, identified as having Special Educational Needs, may not be working at age 
appropriate levels. These pupils will be taught and assessed using the objectives from a 
previous year group which is more appropriate for their needs.  
 
Special Educational Needs and the ‘P’ scales 
Teachers use these assessment materials for those pupils who are performing below the level 
of the National Curriculum.  The P scales are differentiated performance criteria designed for 
children who have learning difficulties. They outline attainment for pupils working below the level 
of the national curriculum and describe some of the important skills, knowledge and 
understanding that pupils may gain from the programmes of study and the national curriculum. 
They range from P1 to P8 and are detailed in the PIVATs document in use in school.  
 
(vi) Attainment and achievement 
 
There is an important distinction between these two terms:  
 
Attainment refers to the standards a pupil has reached. This is a measure of relative 
performance against the average level of performance for a child of a similar age. Attainment is 
measured in relation to national average standards and is judged in comparison to all schools. 
 
Achievement is a relative measure that refers to how much progress a pupil has made from 
their initial starting point. It refers to the difference between where a pupil started from and 
where she has reached. Achievement can be measured over different time frames: a term; an 
academic year; a Key Stage or the whole of a pupil’s time at the school.   
It is quite possible for: 
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 a high attaining pupil to have low achievement. This means that a more able pupil, who is 
still performing at high standards, has secured little progress. This pupil is underachieving. 

 a low performing pupil to have high achievement. This means that the pupil concerned is still 
performing below the national average for her age, but she is making good progress from 
her starting point: she is doing well and, almost certainly, trying very hard. A small number of 
pupils with significant learning difficulties may never attain at a high level when compared to 
their peers, but their achievement might be outstanding. 

 
(vii) Tracking pupil progress 

 

The school is firmly committed to ensuring that all pupils make very good progress from their 
respective starting points when they join the school. Their performance is tracked - or followed, 
carefully - throughout their time here. The purpose of tracking pupil performance is to: 

 ensure that teachers always know the point that a pupil has reached in their learning 

 use this information to plan future learning that is pitched at an appropriate level of 
challenge 

 set end of term and end of year targets 

 know which pupils require additional support (and intervene accordingly) 

 know which pupils require additional challenge (and provide this) 

 be aware of pupils’ rates of progress and consider the reasons for this. 
 

Every pupil’s academic performance will be recorded on the school’s agreed system. A picture 
of a pupil’s progress over time, and their rate of progress during a particular term or year, can 
be established. The assessment recording and tracking system will assist school leaders to: 

 monitor academic standards 

 analyse the performance of individuals and different groups of pupils 

 ascertain individuals, groups, classes or cohorts that require additional support  

 allocate additional support to pupils on a needs related basis 

 hold informed discussions with parents and carers regarding the progress being made by an 
individual pupil. 

 
(viii) End of year assessments 
 

Teacher assessment is used to reach a judgement on pupils’ attainment in reading, writing and 
mathematics using the whole school agreed system for assessment and recording.   
Towards the end of the academic year all pupils from Years 2-6 will undertake summative 
assessment tests or tasks in reading and mathematics. These are used to support teachers’ 
judgements of each pupil’s performance.  Progress and achievement in writing is measured by 
teacher assessment.  
 

Pupils in Year 1 will undertake the Phonics Screening Check. Those children who did not reach 
the expected standard in Year 1 will retake the check in Year 2. 
Pupils in Years 2 and 6 will undertake nationally standardised tests:  SATs. 
 
(ix) Assessing progress in foundation subjects and religious education 
 
Teachers use the EYFS National Curriculum to plan lessons and assess pupil’s progress and 
achievement within year group objectives. Assessment within these areas is carried out 
formatively within lessons and in marking and feedback. . 
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(x) Termly Reporting and Recording 
 

It is essential that the progress pupils make is closely monitored within a school year, as well as 
at the end of it. This is because assessments enable a termly analysis of pupil performance and 
allow appropriate intervention to take place. Teachers carry out ongoing assessments 
throughout the year, within and at the end of units of work.  All teachers report and discuss the 
progress of pupils with members of the Senior Leadership Team at the following times: 
 

Pupil’s progress is highlighted using National Curriculum year group grids using a wealth of 
evidence gained from ongoing formative as well as end of unit or end of term summative 
assessments. 
In using these materials we aim to ensure that: 

 teachers are equipped to make sound judgements about pupils’ attainment  

 teachers can plan next steps to secure pupil progression 

 teachers can plan intervention for any pupil requiring additoinal support 
 

The performance of different groups will be analysed by the Senior Leadership Team as follows: 

 boys/girls 

 pupils on free school meals/pupils not on free school meals 

 pupils who speak English as an additional language/English first language speakers 

 pupils identified as having any Special Educational Needs 

 pupils for whom English is a second language 

 looked after children and adopted pupils/all other pupils 
 

(xi) Communicating information about pupils’ progress to parents 
 

It is of paramount importance that the school provides regular opportunities for parents to keep 
abreast of the progress their son/daughter is making. Mindful of this the school will follow the 
practices listed below: 

 Offering termly parent consultation meetings  

 Offering additional, informal meetings, by appointment on the request of parents/carers or 
teachers 

 Issuing an annual school report during the second half of the Summer Term.  
 
(xii) Formal reporting to parents 
 
Whilst parents will be informed of their child’s progress in termly parent consultations, schools 
also have a statutory duty to compose an annual written report to all parents.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Policy development led by L Cole, Deputy Headteacher, in consultation with our teaching team, 
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