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Goodbyes as nursery school star retires after 40 years

Nurse Mary bids
a fond farewell
IT was an emotional day when
nursery nurse Mary McBeth bid
a final goodbye to Sunderland
youngsters.

After 40 years working with the nurs-
ery children at Grangetown Primary
School, Mary decided it was time to start
her well-earned retirement.

Mary, 59, who lives in Seaham’s
Parkside, joined the Spelterworks Road
school, when it was in the old Victorian
building, after completing her nursery
nurse training and says she has never
wanted to leave.

She said: “I had a job and I was very
happy with it, so why move? I’ve always
been happy here.”

Mary said it was a massive wrench to
leave the school and the children and a
hugely emotional day.

She said: “It is so hard after 40 years,
but I just knew it was time to go.

“It will just be nice to have more time
to myself and to do things I enjoy, such as
my gardening and I am also a member of
Seaham Methodist Church so I will have
more time for that.”

Lesley Cole, deputy head at Grange-

town Primary, said Mary will be a huge
miss to everyone.

She said: “She knows the families real-
ly well having been at the school for such
a long time, she has taught the current
children’s parents and even some of their
grandparents. She is very popular.

“Mary will be a huge miss, she is so
very supportive of the school and all the
other classes, not just her own.

“She is very creative and makes cos-
tumes for the school plays and mosaic
and art work. We have told her she has to
come back and help us out.”

Although Mary didn’t want a fuss for
her retirement, the children and staff
couldn’t let her go without a big send
off and held a whole school assembly to
present her with gifts, followed by a tea
party.
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eMotioNAL Goodbye: Nursery nurse Mary McBeth is pictured with some of
the Year 3 pupils at Grangetown Primary School.
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Teddies come out to play in the sunshine
A TEDDY Bears’ Picnic was held at
a Sunderland nursery to celebrate
success.

The Pennywell Early Years Centre
held the fun day for the children
after becoming the first nursery in
Sunderland to get the new Early
Years Healthy Schools Award from
the local authority.

And, after recently being rated as
outstanding by Ofsted inspectors
and getting the ICAN communication
status for the second time, the
Portsmouth Road nursery had plenty
to celebrate.

Manager Judy Donnelly said: “It
has been a very successful year
for all our families and for the staff
as well. We have had to have a
continuous programme of action to
achieve these things.

To obtain the new healthy schools
award, the children’s centre had to
introduce a wide range of measures
and get families on board, with
activities such as baking and
cooking, first aid and food and
hygiene sessions.

Mrs Donnelly said: “It is about
working with the parents and

families, so they can feed their
children healthy meals when they
are not here. It is about them being
more active and physically enjoying
time with their children.”

She said they also held sessions
on how to have fun with children
that won’t cost any money.

The manager said she was
delighted with the way families
had embraced the health and
fitness sessions and for some it
has given them the boost to go on
and do other activities, such as
volunteering work.
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teddy beARS: Youngsters at Pennywell Early Years Centre enjoy the picnic. Top right, Judy Donnelly, left, gets
the Early Years Healthy Schools award from Sunderland City Council early years officer, Elouise Robinson.


