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AN Easter egg run which brings cheer
to children being cared for in hospital is
getting ready to hit the roads again.

The event is organised by Durham
Constabulary’s motorcycle unit and will
be staged on Sunday, March 31.

It has been running since 2005 and
delivers eggs and toys to youngsters on
wards, with funds also raised for the
Meningitis Research Foundation, with
£900 raised last year.

The run attracts several hundred rid-
ers from across the north who, along
with their police escort, will head off
from the Park and Ride site at the A690
at Carrville.

This year’s ride will gather at 8.45am,
earlier than on previous occasions, and

will leave the car park at around 9.30am.
After heading along the A167 to Dar-

lington and to the town’s Memorial
Hospital, the convoy heads back north
to visit the children’s ward at the Uni-
versity Hospital of North Durham.

Anyone thinking of taking part in the
event is being encouraged to register via
www.bikewise.org.uk.

Sergeant Iain Rodgers, head of the
section, said: “The Easter Egg Run is
now a well-established event on the lo-
cal biking calendar.

“It gives people the opportunity at the
beginning of the riding season to take
part in an event which actively promotes
safe and responsible motorcycling, as
well as raising its positive profile.”

Hundreds of bikers to
join Easter egg run

By sue kirBy
sue.kirby@northeast-press.co.uk
Twitter: @SunderlandEcho

RESIDENTS have vowed
to fight proposals to build
a new housing estate near
their homes.

More than 50 people attended
a meeting about moves to create
an executive housing develop-
ment in Houghton.

Persimmon Homes wants
to build 63 four and five-bed-
roomed houses behind Hetton
Road and Lingfield, close to Gil-
las Lane East.

However, those living in the
area are against the idea.

John Bilton, of Hetton Road,
said: “We already have huge
problems with flooding and sew-
age in the area. Some people
have had to resort to sandbags.”

He said there are also impor-
tant wildlife habitats in the area,
which could be badly effected if
the environment was disturbed.

Iris McGough, of Hetton

Road, said: “We look after our
homes and take pride in them,
and we will fight for them and
we will take you on.”

Denise Corah, of Lingfield,
said residents are very worried
about an increase in traffic.

She said: “There is blind spot
which is difficult. Also, our road
doesn’t get gritted, and it’s ter-
rible in the bad weather.

“There are four houses in our
street for sale, and people can’t
get mortgages, and another three
at the bottom standing empty, so
who says they will be able to see
these new ones?”

Peter Jordan, divisional land
and planning director for Per-
simmon, told the meeting they
would probably be looking to

submit plans for the develop-
ment to Sunderland City Coun-
cil in six weeks.

He said: “It is an emotive is-
sue, and we do affect people’s
lives, but housing must come
first.

“We have a growing popula-
tion in this country, and we have
a massive housing shortage.

“Sunderland needs to provide
about 650 new houses every
year and is massively behind on
that target.”

With regards to flooding or
traffic issues, he said the com-
pany would have to meet the
requirements of the authorities
before building work could go
ahead.

Coun Derrick Smith, who rep-
resents Copt Hill ward, said peo-
ple who buy their houses with
a lovely view, and pay a lot of
money for them, have the right
to keep what they have now.

Houghton residents set to oppose developer

Anger over
housing plan

New pub opens at drop of a hat – Page 13

Watchdog praise for primary school
PUPILS and staff are
celebrating a good report from
Ofsted inspectors.

They said Grangetown Primary
School was good overall with
some outstanding features.

Inspectors said: “Achievement
is good in all subjects and for
all groups of pupils.

“The quality of teaching and
learning is at least good and
some is outstanding.

“Behaviour is outstanding
because the school succeeds
in encouraging pupils to behave
well. Pupils have a thorough
understanding of how to keep
themselves safe.”

The report said the school
is a welcoming place where
relationships are strong, care
and support excellent and
pupils are keen to learn and
eager to come to school.

Inspectors added: “The
curriculum promotes pupils’
achievement and spiritual,
moral, social and cultural
development extremely well.

“It provides exciting
opportunities for pupils that
capture their interest.”

Headteacher Les McAnaney
said: “The report is testimony to
the dedication and commitment
of our whole school community.”

Ace inspection: Pupils at Grangetown Primary School celebrate a good Ofsted report.


