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Holocaust Memorial Day: Walker students remember hero
stockbroker
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08:30, 27 JAN 2016 BY TONY HENDERSON

The art project by Walker Technology College has been inspired by a stockbroker
who saved hundreds of Jewish children from Nazis

      

The efforts of a stockbroker who saved 669 Jewish children from the Nazis has inspired
Tyneside students to create an artwork which will go on show in London to mark Holocaust
Memorial Day.

The work by students from Walker Technology College, in Newcastle, will be part of an
exhibition marking Holocaust Memorial Day.

The college’s creation was one of only 12 from across the UK chosen by the Holocaust
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Memorial Day Trust, with Walker representing the North East.

The students focussed on the story of Sir Nicholas Winton, who in 1939 organised “escape”
trains of Czech-Jewish children from Prague to save them from the concentration camps.

His efforts only became known to the public in 1988 when his role was featured on BBC TV’s
That’s Life programme and in 2003 he was knighted for Services to Humanity.

Sir Nicholas died, aged 106, on July 1 last year, the anniversary of the departure of a train
carrying the largest number of children - 241.

The Newcastle students based their artwork on what the Jewish children would have carried
with them as they fled Prague and what the Tyneside youngsters themselves would have
chosen to take.

They used objects such as suitcases, warm clothing, toys, letters, photographs, poems and
identity cards.

The project has been led by 26-year-old learning support assistant Hannah Wilson, from
Whitley Bay.

Arts graduate Hannah won a scholarship to take a masters degree in Holocaust studies at
Haifa University, in Israel, and is seeking funding to continue working on the subject for a
PhD.

Her interest developed as she spent a year living in Poland as part of her first degree and
took part in archaeological work on the site of the Sobibor death camp in the country.

200 jobs on banks of
the Tyne

TYNE AND WEAR METRO

Horror as dog falls
between the Metro and
platform at Tynemouth
station

BLAYDON

Car seized by
Northumbria Police
after it crashed into a
barrier in Blaydon

Most Read in News

BYKER

Byker pub praised after telling EDL
demonstrators they were not welcome
near the popular venue

STANLEY

Flesh eating bug attacks Stanley car
salesman with devastating results

BEAMISH MUSEUM

Beamish Museum's £17million expansion

http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/byker-pub-praised-after-telling-11130688
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/beamish-museums-17million-expansion-plans-11132660
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/health/flesh-eating-bug-attacks-stanley-11134663
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/byker-pub-praised-after-telling-11130688
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/car-seized-northumbria-police-after-11135765
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/horror-dog-falls-between-metro-11133521
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/new-4m-walker-building-secure-11134443
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/all-about/beamish-museum
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/all-about/stanley
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/all-about/byker
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/all-about/blaydon
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/all-about/tyne-and-wear-metro
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/all-about/whitley-bay
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chroniclelive.co.uk%2fnews%2fnorth-east-news%2fholocaust-memorial-day-walker-students-10792636&id=ma-160404110609-70e1d612
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Hannah invited Lady Milena Grenfell Baines, who was one of the children Sir Nicholas saved,
to talk to the Walker pupils.

She also organised another talk by Eva Clarke, who was born in a concentration camp.

Hannah said: “I want to work towards Holocaust education because soon there will be no
survivors left.”

After the London display, it is hoped to show the artwork in Newcastle City Library.

Hannah said: “Holocaust Memorial Day is an important focal point in the year and we are
delighted to have been chosen to be part of this nationwide commemoration. It is vital that
we remember and reflect upon the horrors of the past, and honour those who survived, and
those who showed great bravery in the face of adversity.”

Olivia Marks-Woldman, chief executive of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, said: “I want
to thank and congratulate the students of Walker Technology College for their hard work in
creating this artwork, which is a fitting tribute to Sir Nicholas Winton, helping to remind us
all of our responsibilities not to stand by to hatred and persecution.

“ I urge everyone to come together this Holocaust Memorial Day to honour humanity’s
heroes and remember the millions murdered in the Holocaust and other genocides.”

Councillor David Stockdale, Newcastle City Council cabinet member for communities and
facilities, said: “It’s both a great achievement for Walker Technology College and a proud
accolade for the region, with only 12 groups recognised throughout the whole country.

“Holocaust Memorial Day provides an essential opportunity every year to reflect on the
horror of the holocaust and to remember the awful tragedy of the lives lost to an evil that
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must never be forgotten.

“It is very important that young people like those at Walker Technology College are
producing challenging and thought provoking works.”

Sir Nicholas Winton brought the Czech children to Britain, battling bureaucracy in what was
then Czechoslovakia as well as in the UK, saving them from almost certain death, only to
remain silent about his exploits for 50 years.

He arranged for a total of eight trains from Prague, with some other forms of transport also
set up from Vienna.

He organised foster families for the children in Britain, placing adverts in newspapers after
his team persuaded British custom officials to allow all the children in despite incomplete
documentation

Pupils from Grangetown Primary School, in Sunderland, have also created a patchwork
quilt, designing individual squares based on the memories and experiences of Jewish
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children who fled to Britain to escape Nazi persecution.

As part of a Sunderland City Council library services funded project, they were asked to think
how it must have felt to have been one of the 10,000 mainly Jewish children evacuated from
Germany and Austria through the Kindertransport programme.

The evacuation programme, an organised arrangement with the help of the British
Government, transported the children to safety in Britain between December 1938 and
September 1939.

The quilt will be on display at the City Library and Arts Centre, in Fawcett Street, Sunderland,
until February 12.

Textile artist Louise Underwood began the project with children from Grangetown Primary
School last year.

Each pupil was asked to consider the experiences and feelings of the Kindertransport
children, and design their own square to be sewn together to create the new quilt.

Councillor John Kelly, Sunderland City Council portfolio holder for public health, wellness,
and culture, said: “It is vital that we never forget such chapters in history, and getting young
people involved in arts projects such as this is an invaluable method of teaching.

“The quilt provides a poignant and permanent reminder how previous generations of
children have suffered through persecution and war.”
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Textile artist Louise Underwood, left, with Local Studies Manager Julie Broad and Assistant Head of Library
Services Marie Brett joined children from Grangetown Primary School at Sunderland City Library and Arts
Centre to view the completed Kindertransport Memorial Quilt

Les McAnaney, head teacher of Grangetown Primary School, added: “Our children gained
important insights into a traumatic episode in history – one which must never be forgotten.

“Teaching children about the Holocaust is important, but is undoubtedly a challenge.

“However, it’s also true that art provides one means by which children can begin to access
the realities of life for those who were fleeing persecution.”

In North Tyneside, St Mary’s Lighthouse in Whitley Bay will be lit by purple light, there will
also be a memorial service this morning at council headquarters when one of the speakers
will be Marta Josephs, the daughter of a holocaust survivor.

For more information about Holocaust Memorial Day and the events taking place visit
www.hmd.org.uk or follow the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust on Twitter via @HMD_UK
#HMD2016.

Also, for those people who wish to pay their respects and mark Holocaust Memorial Day
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